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COLONIAL  TRADE. 


If  there  is  one  thing  more  certain  than  another  regarding 
-the  future  export-trade  of  the  United  Kingdom  it  is  that  the 
population  of  our  Empire  beyond  the  seas  will  be  our  best 
•customers.  We  back  them  up,  buy  their  raw  products,  and 
they  take  our  manufactures  in  exchange.  This  will  go  on 
-increasingly,  and,  so  far  as  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  is 
concerned,  the  encouragement  of  colonial  trade  has  been  one 
of  its  strong  points  from  the  outset,  while  through  the 
annual  Colonial  Issue  we  give  an  exceptional  opportunity  for 
advertisers  to  increase  their  business  with  the  colonies.  This 
issue  will  be  on  April  30,  and,  in  addition  to  those  who  receive 
it  weekly,  it  will  be  sent  to  all  buyers  of  druggists'  goods  in 
India,  Burmah,  Straits  Settlements,  South  Africa,  China, 
Japan,  and  the  West  Indies.  The  publisher  will  be  happy  to 
.give  any  inquirer  full  information  regarding  this  important 
issue. 

*         *         *  * 
Firms  preparing  supplements  for  our  Summer  Number 
are  advised  that  this  will  be  published  on  July  30.  Twelve 
thousand  will  be  required. 


A  Demonstration  of  water-analysis  is  described  on  p  497. 

New  Facts  about  Maclagan's  cocaine-tests  are  mentioned 
on  p.  511. 

Several  Bills  which  interest  manufacturers  are  mentioned 
on  p.  521. 

The  Etymology  of  Laudanum  is  discussed  by  Mr.  C. 
C.  Bell  on  p.  523. 

There  were  more  tinctures  than  ever  exported  from  Great 
Britain  during  1897  (p.  516). 

The  Discussion  on  the  proposed  Assistants'  Union  based 
on  "  Tocsin's  "  stirring  letter  proceeds  (p.  524). 

The  Drug  and  Chemical  Markets  are  quiet  this 
week.    Cod-liver  oil  has  gone  a  trifle  higher  (p.  516). 

The  quality  of  Java  quinine,  the  scarcity  of  fenugreek 
seed,  and  the  adulteration  of  lemongrass  oil  are  noted  on 
p.  517. 

The  Story  of  our  Customs  duties  has  been  told  in  a 
bulkv  blue-book,  from  which  we  pick  out  a  few  details 
(p.  510). 

Two  Apprentices  have  been  fined  under  the  Pharmacy 
Act  for  selling  Winslow's  syrup  and  Towle's  chlorodyno 
(p.  505). 

Sweet  Spirit  of  Nitre  and  cream  of  'tartar  have  been 
the  subjects  of  actions  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs 
Act  (pp.  506-7). 

The  present  position  of  our  Corner  for  Students'  tourna- 
ment is  shown  on  p.  490.  It  finishes  with  the  currenc 
month's  exercise. 

Persons  interested  will,  by  authority  of  the  Medical 
Council,  be  able  to  inspect  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  before 
it  is  published  (p.  509). 

Glasgow  chemists  are  not  enthusiastic  about  the  Phar- 
macy Bill,  Mr.  McKellar  says  (p.  523),  and  it  has  got  no 
further  in  the  House  (p.  507). 

The  Chemical  Section  of  the  London  Chamber  of  C  )m- 
merce  met  this  week  and  discussed  the  spirit  laws  and 
prospective  legislation  (p.  521). 

The  distillation  of  phosphorus  at  212°  F.  and  Dr.  Bauer 
on  rare  metals  were  the  principal  subjects  dealt  witb  at 
the  Chemical  Society's  meeting  (p.  493). 

How  the  German  pharmaceutical  manufacturer  gets  an 
advantage  over  the  British  one  by  the  permission  to  u^e 
duty-free  alcohol  is  shown  in  an  article  on  p.  510. 

The  Lord  Mayor  of  Manchester  has  replied  to  our 
comments  on  his  former  pharmaceutical  speech  at,  a  Liver- 
pool chemists'  dinner,  where  he  was  a  guest  (p.  513). 

One  of  Professor  Munyon's  living  examples  of  the  efficacy 
of  his  cures  resented  the  publication  of  her  alleged  testi- 
monial, but  failed  to  get  damages  in  the  Glasgow  Sheriff's 
Court  (p.  505). 

The  efforts  of  the  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
of  Ireland  to  get  the  question  of  company  pharmacy  bffore 
the  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Lords  on  flie  Com- 
panies Acts  are  set  forth  in  full  on  p.  501. 

The  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  inform  us  that  they 
cannot  in  future  allow  medicines  described  as  "  mixture  fo  • 
coughs,"  and  such  like,  to  go  unstamped,  though  they  will 
still  permit  "cough-mixture"  to  be  used  (p.  508). 

Reports  and  meetings  of  companies  bulk  largely  on 
pp.  502-3.  Amongst  them  are  the  United  Alkali  Company, 
Price's  Candle  Company,  Spratts'  Patent,  Johnson,  Matthey 
&  Co.,  A.  J.  White,  and  the  Anglo-Sicilian  Sulphur  Company. 

Portraits  are  given  of  the  late  Mr.  J.  J.  Snook  (Wilcox 
&  Co.)  (p.  515),  of  the  late  Mr.  R.  H.  Mitchell  (Liverpool) 
(p.  503),  and  of  the  late  Mr.  Alfred  Bown  Taylor,  a  noted 
American  pharmacist  (p.  516).  Also  of  two  of  Messrs.  Maw's 
old  hands,  who  retire  (p.  503). 
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Conducted  by  Richard  J.  Moss,  F.C.S.,  F.I.O. 


Repoets. 

fPHE  mixture  of  salts  distributed  for  analysis  last  month 
-L  consisted  of  2  parts  of  zinc  sulphate,  1  of  manganese 
sulphate,  and  1  of  potassium  chrornate. 

The  calculated  composition  of  this  mixture  was  :— 


Zn  

  11-33 

Mn  

  5-70 

K  

  1002 

SO,  

  26-68 

Cr04   

  1498 

H20   

  31-29 

100-00 

Traces  of  iron,  sodium,  and  chlorine  were  present  as  im- 
purities. 

Portions  of  the  mixture  were  sent  to  68  applicants,  and 
40  reports  of  analyses  were  received  in  reply.  The  failures 
in  the  detection  of  the  several  constituents  of  the  mixture 
were :  — Zinc,  10 ;  manganese,  16;  potassium,  6;  sulphuric 
acid,  1;  chromium,  4.  Five  students  reported  chromium 
present  as  a  base,  and  not  in  the  form  of  an  acid  radicle. 

This  exercise  illustrates  the  importance  of  that  part  of  a 
qualitative  analysis  generally  known,  as  the  preliminary 
examination,  or  examination  in  the  dry  way.  The  colour  of 
the  powder  and  of  its  solution  almost  established  the  fact 
that  a  chromate  was  present.  When  a  minute  portion  of  the 
silt  was  mixed  with  sodium  carbonate  and  nitrate  and  the 
mixture  fused  on  platinum-foil,  the  mass  on  cooling  was  of 
a  brilliant-green  colour.  This  showed  that  manganese  was 
present,  and  in  sufficient  quantity  to  ma'k  the  yellow  colora- 
tion due  to  chromium.  On  mixing  a  little  of  the  powder 
with  sodium  carbonate  and  exposing  it  to  the  reducing 
lilowpipe-flame  on  charcoal,  a  yellow  coating  deposited  on 
the  charcoal  This  coating  turned  white  on  cooling,  thus 
pointing  to  the  presence  of  zinc. 

These  results  were  important,  because  they  indicated  the 
method  to  be  employed  in  carrying  out  the  wet-process  of 
analysis.  It  is  usual  to  precipitate  iron,  chromium,  or 
aluminium  in  the  form  of  hydroxide,  and  from  the  filtrate 
to  remove  zinc,  manganese,  nickel,  or  cobalt  in  the  form  of 
sulphide.  The  separation  in  this  way  is  only  approximate. 
Even  when  a  large  excess  of  ammonium  chloride  is  used, 
some  manganese  is  sure  to  be  carried  down  with  iron, 
chromium,  or  aluminium,  and  a  similar  difficulty  applies  to 
zinc.  In  the  presence  of  metals  liable  to  interfere  with  this 
method  of  separation,  it  is  better  to  precipitate  the 
hydroxides  and  sulphides  together,  and  then  to  follow  the 
method  of  separation  based  on  the  use  of  birium  carbonate. 
This  reagent  completely  precipitates  hydrates  of  the  metals 
forming  sesquioxides — viz.,  iron,  aluminium,  and  chromium— 
without  precipitating  the  protoxides— viz.,  zinc,  manganese, 
nickel,  and  cobalt.  With  due  cire  the  sejar^tion  is  quanti- 
tatively accurate,  and  for  this  reason  barium  carbmate  is  a 
valuable  reagent  in  the  analysis  of  such  a  mixture  of  salts 
as  formed  the  subject  of  the  last  analysis.  For  full  details 
of  the  pr  »ceiure  W3  must  refer  correspondents  to  text-books 
on  qualitative  analysis. 


Phizes. 

The  First  Prize  for  the  best  analysis  has  been  awarded  to 
K.  E.  Bennett,  1  Cannon  Street,  Dover. 

The  Second  Prize  has  been  awarded  to 

John  W.  Mooee,  10  Proctor's  Eow,  Wigton,  Cumber- 
land. 

Marks  Awarded  foe  Analyses. 


7?   R   P.pnnetf  ("1  st,  nri'ypl 

J.lj.    X\i,    DC  11  1 1  (J  L  I)                   l'I  I 

100 

DeiT)  ostlienes  ••• 

77" 
...      /  1 

■T    W    Mnorp  f9rwl  nvwfO 

fj  >     TV.         (JL*I('   1  £.11U                      ■  ( 

99 

J  ■  A  •  O  ootle.  •  •  ••• 

7R 

H.  W.  H   

.'  98 

Lyra.          .  ■ .       . . » 

...       f  H 

Acetyl  en  6   . .  *        ■ .  •        ■ . 

.'  97 

R.  p  

73 

W.  H.  Hum   

.  95 

w.  s.  ... 

...  72 

C.  J.  Packham   

.  95 

Opalys   

...  71 

A.  E.  Beeston 

.  95 

Eedrith   

...  70 

Galen 

.  94 

T.  H.  H.  Francis  ... 

...  63 

Tinnivelly  ... 

.  94 

Vanillin 

...  65 

R.A.  W  

.  93 

B.  P.  S  

...  63 

Diastase 

.  93 

Kiesel-guhr... 

...  55 

A.  J.  B  

.  £2 

A.  Crossley  

...  53 

Triem 

92 

Ctenophora  

...  52 

Huxhara 

91 

E.  W.  P  

...  50 

Tagus 

.  90 

Spes  

...  40 

D.  J  

.  85 

Borough  Houses  ... 

...  30 

Africanus  ... 

85 

S.  V.  R  

...  20 

T.  T  

85 

Citras 

...  20 

Algol  

.  83 

Acetophenone 

...  0 

Methodical  

80 

Achlam   

...  0 

TO  COEEESPONDENTS. 

Frizes. — The  students  to  whom  prizes  are  awarded  are  requested 
to  write  at  once  to  the  Publisher,  naming  the  book  they  select, 
and  stating  how  they  wish  it  forwarded. 

Any  scientific  book  that  is  published  at  a  price  not  greatly 
exceeding  half  a  guinea  may  be  taken  as  a  first  prize. 

Any  scientific  book  which  is  sold  for  about  five  shillings  may  bo 
taken  as  a  second  prize. 

A  special  prize,  consisting  of  Mendeleefs  "Chemistry  "  (2  vols.) 
and  a  certificate  of  honour,  will  be  awarded  to  the  student  who 
obtains  most  marks  in  the  six  months  ending  April,  1898.  Second 
and  third  prizes  may  also  be  given. 

Note. — All  communications   should  include   the  names  and 
addresses  of  the  writers. 

Africanus. — It  was  important  to  draw  a  distinction  between 
chromium  as  a  base  and  as  a  constituent  of  an  acid  radicle. 

T.  T. — The  colour  you  obtained  on  fusing  the  powder  with 
sodium  carbonate  and  potassium  nitrate  could  not  possibly  Ix: 
accounted  for  by  the  presence  of  chromium  alone.  The  greenness, 
of  the  mass,  notwithstanding  the  presence  of  so  much  chromium, 
showed  that  you  were  dealing  with  more  than  a  trace  of  man- 
ganese. 

Algol. — The  greater  part  of  the  zinc  was  precipitated  with 
chromium  as  hydroxide.  Even  when  every  possible  precaution 
is  taken  you  can  only  obtain  an  approximate  separation  by  the 
method  you  employed. 

Methodical. — You  do  not  seem  to  have  noticed  the  peculiar 
brown  colour  of  the  powder.  The  constituent  you  detected  would 
not  account  for  this  colour.  You  did  not  carry  out  any  examina- 
tion of  the  powder  in  the  dry  way — a  most  important  part  of  a 
qualitative  analysis.  Valuable  information  is  usually  obtained  by 
observing  the  effects  of  heat  upon  the  substance  under  examina- 
tion ;  its  behaviour  in  an  ignition-tube,  on  charcoal,  with  borax  or 
sodium  carbonate,  and  various  other  simple  blowpipe- tests. 

Demosthenes. — Manganese  should  have  been  detected  in  the 
examination  of  the  powder  in  the  dry  way  by  fusing  it  with 
sodium  carbonate  and  potassium  nitrate.  Therp  was  not  the 
slightest  indication  of  a  burnt-sugar  odour  when  the  powder  was 
heated. 

J.  A.  Goode. — The  powder  was  perfectly  free  from  organic 
matter.  Manganous  sulphate  is  decomposed  at  a  high  tempera- 
ture, leaving  a  nearly  black  mass  of  manganese  oxides.  Potassium 
chromate  becomes  nearly  black  at  a  red  heat. 

Lyra. — You  failed  to  account  for  the  green  mass  you  obtained 
on  fusing  the  mixture  with  potassium  hydrate  and  chlorate.  The 
colour  could  not  have  been  due  to  accident. 

R.  P. — The  precipitate  obtained  with  ferric  chloride  required 
further  examination.  Ammonium  molybdate  is  by  far  the  best 
reagent  to  employ  for  the  detection  of  phosphoric  acid,  especially 
in  the  case  of  substances  insoluble  in  water. 

W.  S. — A  nitric-acid  solution  of  the  powder  gave  a  barely 
perceptible  precipitate  with  silver  nitrate.  You  must  have  adde  I 
chlorine  in  some  form  to  the  solution,  which  gave  such  decided 
evidence  of  its  presence. 

Opalys. — The  red  precipitate  you  obtained  with  silver  nitrate 
was  silver  chromate.  If  arsenic  had  been  present  you  would  noi 
have  obtained  a  white  precipitate  on  treating  the  original  solution 
with  an  excess  of  sulphuretted  hydrogen. 
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T.  H.  H.  Fbancis. — See  remarks  to  ''  J.  A.  Goode."  The  pre- 
cipitate obtained  with  calcium  chloride  was  the  sulphate,  not  the 
citrate,  of  that  metal ;  a  very  common  mistake. 

Vanillin. — The  yellow  colour  of  the  original  solution,  and  its 
change  to  green,  with  the  separation  of  sulphur,  under  the  action 
of  sulphuretted  hydrogen,  showed  that  chromium  was  present  as 
chromic  acid.  This  was  easily  confirmed  by  the  various  reactions 
of  chromic  acid. 

B.  P.  S. — See  remarks  to  "  Vanillin." 

Kiesel-gtjhr. — You  failed  to  account  for  the  colour  of  the 
powder  and  its  partial  insolubility  in  water.  A  chromate  alone 
could  not  produce  the  green  mass  you  obtained. 

.  A.  Cbossley. — You  will  see  from  the  figures  above  that  there 
was  a  good  deal  of  potassium  present.  You  may  not  have  allowed 
sufficient  time  for  the  tartrate  to  crystallise  out.  Platinic 
chloride  affords  a  much  more  sensitive  test. 

Ctenophora. — You  omitted  to  give  a  list  of  the  constituents  de- 
tected. The  colour  of  the  powder  and  of  its  solution  were  very 
marked  characteristics,  and  should  have  been  accounted  for. 

E.  W.  P. — You  speak  of  "neutralising  with  a  slight  excess  of 
calcium  chloride" — an  impossible  operation.  The  precipitate  you 
obtained  was  calcium  sulphate,  not  tartrate.  The  silver  mirror  we 
cannot  venture  to  account  for. 

Spes. — You  omitted  to  sign  your  paper ;  see  note  above. 

Borough  Houses. — See  remark  to  "  Spes."  The  powder  was 
brown,  and  gave  a  deep-yellow  solution.  The  substances  you  de- 
tected would  produce  a  colourless  mixture. 

S.  V.  R. — Your  results  were  vitiated  throughout  by  the  use  of 
reagents  in  insufficient  quantity.  The  yellow  chromate  should 
have  been  reduced  to  a  green  salt  of  chromium  by  an  excess  of 
sulphuretted  hydrogen.  If  you  had  used  enough  ammonia  and 
ammonium  sulphide  there  would  have  been  no  precipitate  with 
ammonium  cai'bonate. 

Citras. — The  blackening  of  the  powder  by  heat  was  not  the 
result  of  carbonisation.    See  remarks  to  J.  A.  Goode. 

The  Half- year's  Tournament. 


The  names  of  the  first  ten  competitors  in  our  analytical 
tournament  to  date  now  stand  as  follows  : — 


C.  J.  Packham 

...  484 

Africanus  ... 

...  387 

Acetylene  ... 

...  452 

Galen 

...  383 

A.  E.  Beeston 

...  442 

Sepiae 

...  378 

Dover 

...  426 

0.  V.  Blackburn  ... 

...  369 

Lyra  

...  424 

T.  H.  H.  P. 

...  359 

Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor, 


Drug-contracts. 

_  The  St.  Giles's  District  Board  of  Works,  on  March  16,  con- 
sidered the  following  tenders  for  disinfectants  for  the  ensuing 
twelve  months  : — Messrs.  Adcock,  Easton  &  Co.,  Essett's 
Sanitary  Fluid  Company,  the  Sanitas  Company,  Dewsett 
Brothers  &  Co.,  George  Mayo  &  Co.,  and  the  Teuson  Disin- 
fecting Company.  The  tender  of  Messrs.  Adcock,  Easton  & 
Co.  was  accepted. 

The  Strand  Guardians  last  week  considered  the  following 
tenders  for  the  supply  of  drugs  to  the  several  establishments 
of  the  Union  during  the  ensuing  twelve  months  :  -  Messrs. 
Corbyn,  Stacey  &  Co.,  28|  per  cent,  below  the  Board's 
schedule  price;  Messrs.  Hodgkinson,  Prestons  &  Kiog, 
17|  per  cent,  ditto ;  Messrs.  Burgoyne,  Burbidges  &  Co., 
15  per  cent,  ditto  The  tender  of  Messrs.  Corbyn,  Stacey  &  Co. 
was  accepted. 

The  Marylebone  Board  of  Guardians  have  accepted  the 
tender  of  T.  Hodgkinson,  Prestons  &  King  to  supply  the 
Infirmary  and  the  North  and  South  Dispensaries  with  drugs, 
a-i  per  detailed  tender  for  the  sums  of  3381.  Is.  4i.  They 
also  accepted  the  tender  of  Burgoyne,  Burbidges  &  Co. 
to  supply  the  same  institut;ons  with  drusrgists'  sundries,  as 
per  detailed  tender,  for  the  sum  of  147/.  17s.  2d. 


AND  DRUGGIST  4M 


The  Sheffield  Guardians  had  before  them  ra>  March  16- 
tenders  for  the  supply  of  drugs  for  the  ens»i»g  rfi  jsiontbs. 
That  of  Messrs.  Boots  (Limited)  was  reported  io  "be  the 
lowest,  and  it  was  proposed  and  seconded  thai  ihtir  tiffer 
should  be  accepted.  But  other  Guardians  deia-sired,  on  the- 
ground  that  Boots  were  outsiders,  whereas  the  other  ch&jai-i^ 
offering  to  supply  the  Board  were  local  tradesai en.  The 
mover  of  the  resolution  asked  whether  it  was  net  a  5act  that 
Boots  were  ratepayers  in  the  city,  but,  by  a  large  majority, 
the  Board  passed  Boots  over,  and  gave  the  eontiact  w>  3flr. 
Ellinor,  whose  quotation  was  IS  per  cent,  off  for  drags  a»t! 
20  per  cent,  off  sundries  The  only  members  to  vole  against 
this  were  Mr.  Forsdike  and  Mr.  T.  Clarke  ;  Mr.  NewaholToe 
was  neutral. 

Mr.  Longman,  chemist,  Littlebampton,  has  secinreB  the 
contract  for  the  supplvof  Howards'  quinine  at  Is.  9d.  pexo-i, 
and  cod-liver  oil  at  5s.  &d.  per  gal.,  to  the  Workhouse  for 
the  ensuing  quaiter.  Messrs.  G.  T.  Cox  &  Sobs  <•  Limited), 
Eastcheap,  London,  supply  carbolic  soap  at  14s.  6ri.  per  cwt., 
arrowroot  at  3%d.  per  lb,  and  night-lights  at  4s.  pesr  dozen 
boxes. 

Mr.  W.  T.  Burkinshaw,  druggist,  BelpeF,  ha>  sc-rared  the- 
contract  for  drugs  to  Belper  Workhouse  for  the  ensiling 
quarter. 

The  Dartford  Board  of  Guardians  have  accepter!  the  tenflac 
of  Messrs.  BaiiS  Brothers,  London,  for  the  supply  of  thugs. 

Mr.  W.  Martin,  High  Street,  Southampton,  ha.-  obtained 
the  contract  for  the  ensuing  six  months  for  the  supply  off 
drugs  and  chemicals  to  the  Southampton  Guardians. 

The  Holborn  Board  of  Works  have  accepted  the  tenders  of 
the  Sanitas  Co.  (Limited)  and  of  Messrs.  Adcock,  Eas3o»  «t 
Co.  for  the  supply  of  disinfectants  for  the  ensuing  iTsolte 
months. 

The  following  chemists  have  secured  contracts  for  tlie 
supply  of  drugs  and  chemicals  for  the  ensuing  yea?  : — 

Mr.  E.  J.  Kitson,  1  Broad  Street,  Worcester,  to  "Wojcesttr 
City  Workhouse. 

Mr.  Silk,  to  St.  John's  Workhouse,  Worcester. 

Mr.  C.  Jones,  to  Loughborough  Bo  rd  of  Guardians. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Garland  (for  the  supply  of  liiiseffid-toealX 
Cannock  Workhouse. 

Mr.  K.  T.  Clarke,  to  Gravesencl  Workhouse. 

Mr.  J  H.  Suttle,  Castle  Street,  Ludlow,  to  Ludlow  BoanT 
of  Guardians. 

At  the  meeting  of  Reigate  (Surrey)  Board  of  GiTHTdmiis  on 
March  16  a  letter  was  read  from  Mr.  W.  H.  Fowler,  phai - 
maceutical  chemist,  Redhill,  making  inquiries  respn-liim  the 
supply  of  drugs  to  the  workhouse.  The  cle  3s  /Jlr.  KC. 
Monison)  informed  the  Board  that  at  present 'the  «sgsx«B 
supplied  by  Mr.  Barlow,  of  Rpigate,  and  he  was  m^ormer)  )>y 
the  master  that  they  were  perfectly  satisfactory.  The  iirsyz- 
account  was  only  about  3^.  a  quaiter,  and  he  ihonghfc  ii  tpss 
hardly  worth  while  advertising  for  tenders,  St  -was  decider! 
that  Mr.  Fowler  should  be  informed  that  the  Board  -was 
satisfied  with  the  present  arrangements-. 

The  Bermondsey  Vestry  have  accepted  the  tender  of 
Messrs.  Adcock,  Easton  &  Co.  for  the  rlis3Bfec?a»ts  Jw 
twelve  months  as  follows  : — Carbolic  acid,  96  per-eeci  iieid.. 
lid.  ;  crude  carbolic  acid,  30-per-cent,  acid,  5d.  :  yxeparec) 
carbolic  acid,  20-per-cent.  acid,  5^/. ;  permanganate  sfi  "ppJasfc, 
8c?.  The  Sanitas  Company's  tender  was  accepted  ivr  tbe^ 
supply  of  sanitas  at  4Z.  16s.  per  gross.  This  was  the  lowe;* 
of  several  tenders  received. 

A  Negligent  Burglar. 

Messrs.  Day's  drug-stores  at  Leytonstone  were  sisslac?  fry 
a  burglar  on  Saturday  night  or  eaily  on  Sondaj  laojiniii g„ 
March  12  and  13.  He  got  in  at  the  back  door,  a»r7  girt  or>'; 
with  51.  and  some  glycerine- jujubes.  He  ha-3  a  -wash  a»/2 
brush-up,  but  neglected  to  take  away  a  bos  contain  in,?  34'. 
which  was  lying  in  one  of  the  drawers  he  opei>ei3.  Hz  i-* 
invited  to  return  for  it,  but  the  manager  woaM  be  glad  y$ 
he  came  next  time  during  business  Lours, 

An  Old  Chemist's  Suicide?. 

On  March  15  an  inquest  was  held  into  the  eJj enmsianre:'? 
attending  the  death  of  Mr.  David  Wilkes  487).  -arho  -was  S>ts»{3 
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dead  ia  bed.  The  deceased  was  formerly  a  pharmaceutical 
chtmist  in  Bredon.  bat  retired  from  business  about  five 
year*  ago.  On  Saturday  night  he  retired  to  bed  about 
10  3),  and  upon  his  daughter,  with  whom  he  lived,  going  to 
him  in  the  morning  with  his  breakfast,  she  found  him  lying 
in  bed  quite  dead.  Dr.  Liston.  of  Tewkesbury,  stated  that 
he  found  the  knees  drawn  up  and  the  hands  clenched,  and 
saw  that  the  deceased  had  died  from  some  poison.  He  was 
shown  a  bottle  with  a  glass  stopper  and  a  glass  turned 
upside  down  on  a  table  beside  the  bed,  which  had  contained 
prussic  acid.  He  and  Dr.  Turner  made  a  post-mortem 
examination  of  the  body,  and  found  all  the  organs  healthy 
with  the  exception  of  the  kidneys,  which  were  diseased.  In 
Ids  opinion  death  was  due  to  paralysis  of  the  heart,  caused 
by  the  taking  of  a  large  dose  of  prussic  acid.  The  jury 
returned  a  verdict  to  that  effect. 

A  Coroner  Takes  Prussic  Acid. 

At  Pershore,  on  March  19,  Mr.  F.  Moore  (deputy-coroner) 
conducted  an  inquiry  concerning  the  death  of  Joseph  Martin, 
solicitor  and  coroner  for  the  district.  Deceased  had  recently 
been  depressed  and  in  ill-health.  Mr.  Arthur  W.  Smith, 
chemist,  Pershore,  stated  that  on  March  15  Mr.  Martin 
called  upon  him,  and  said  he  was  going  to  hold  an  inquest 
on  a  retired  chemist,  who  had  poisoned  himself  with  prussic 
acid  at  Bredon.  They  had  a  conversation  as  to  the  properties 
of  prussic  acid,  and  deceased  asked  witness  to  let  him  have 
a  bottle  of  each  kind  of  prussic  acid  for  the  purpose  of 
explaining  the  matter  to  the  jury.  Having  implicit  con- 
fidence in  Mr.  Martin,  witness  supplied  him.  The  medical 
evidence  was  to  the  effect  that  death  was  due  to  prussic  acid, 
which  was  present  in  the  intestines  in  considerable  quantity. 
Verdict  accordingly. 

A  Chemist's  Excuse. 

The  Filey  Magistrates  had  before  them  on  March  18 
a  woman  charged  with  attempting  to  commit  suicide  by 
taking  Battle's  vermin-killer,  which  she  obtained  from  the 
shop  of  Mr.  Alfred  Stathers,  chemist  and  druggist,  Filey. 
Mr.  Stathers  told  the  Magistrates  that  he  did  not  register 
the  sale  of  Battle's  vermin-killer  because  he  did  not  know 
the  amount  of  strychnine  it  contained.  The  Chairman 
told  hi  cn  it  was  an  offence  to  sell  the  poison  without 
registering  it.  Mr.  Stathers  said  his  difficulty  was  that  in 
the  register  he  had  to  keep  an  accurate  record  of  the 
•quantity  of  poison  which  a  thing  contained,  and  he  could 
not  do  so  in  the  case  of  Battle's  vermin-killer  as  he  did  not 
know.  The  Chairman  advised  him  to  register  it  as  Battle's 
vermin-killer. 

Fires. 

A  slight  fire  occurred  at  the  works  of  Messrs.  Allen  & 
Hanburys  (Limited),  2  Letchford  Buildings,  Three  Colt  Lane, 
Bethnal  Green,  E.,  on  March  21,  which,  however,  was  con- 
finedto  one  small  drying-room  and  the  flooring  immediately 
over  it.  It  was  extinguished  by  the  firm's  own  hose,  and 
has  not  in  the  least  interfered  with  the  conduct  of  the 
busiaess.  Rather  alarming  accounts  appeared  in  the  daily 
papers,  which  seem  to  have  arisen  from  four  fire-engines 
being  seen  tearing  down  the  street;  but  when  the  firemen 
got  there  they  found  that  the  amateurs  had  done  the  work 
and  returned  to  their  regular  occupations  with  only  a  few 
Lours'  delay 

Three  large  warehouses  at  59,  57,  and  57a  Farringdon 
Road,  E.G.,  caught  fire  on  March  22,  and,  as  an  epidemic  of 
•fires  was  prevalent  that  day,  considerable  damage  was  done 
before  proper  fire-brigade  assistance  could  be  procured. 
Amongst  the  sufferers  were  the  firms  of  Mr  J.  Sellers 
manufacturing  chemist,  Mr.  W.  E.  Millard,  wholesale  per- 
fumers, and  Messrs.  Rayner  &  Co.,  lime-juice  merchants,  all 
of  57a  Farringdon  Road.  The  building  and  contents  were 
severely  damaged  and  the  roof  destroyed. 

On  March  19  a  fire  occurred  at  the  soap-works  of  Messrs. 
Joseph  Crosfield  &  Sons,  Limited,  Blundell  Street  and  Kitchen 
Street,  Liverpool.  The  premises  in  question  are  of  an  exten- 
sive character,  but  after  about  an  hour's  hard  work  the 
brigade  succeeded  in  extinguishing  the  flames,  thus  averting 
what  at  the  beginning  appeared  to  be  an  outbreak  fraught 
with  serious  destruction  of  propsrty.  The  amount  of  damage 
done  was  considerable,  but  is  stated  to  be  fullv  covered  by 
insu-ance. 


Serious  Charge  against  a  Chemist. 

Edward  Charles  Lndwig  Kressel  (32),  chemist,  of  Brighton 
Road,  Stoke  Newington,  was  charged  on  a  warrant  at  North 
London  Police  Court,  on  Wednesday,  with  foloniously  forgiDg 
and  uttering,  knowing  the  same  to  be  forged,  a  receipt  for 
84/  3.s.  6d  ,  purporting  to  be  given  by  Messrs.  Bennett,  Son  Sc 
Shears  (Limited),  with  intent  to  defraud.  The  evidence  for 
the  prosecution  showed  that  the  prisoner  and  a  Mr.Warsany, 
a  lithographic  artist,  became  interested  in  a  patent  for  some 
alimentary  article,  and  both  put  money  into  it.  But  the 
affairs  became  involved,  a  receiver  was  appointed,  and 
law  proceedings  followed,  Kressel  suing  Warsany  for  both 
slander  and  libel,  and  getting  a  farthing  damages  on  each. 
In  August,  1896.  Mr.Warsany  drew  233/.  out  of  the  Birkbeck 
Bank,  and  handed  the  notes  to  Kressel,  some  of  which  money 
was  to  be  used  in  paying  for  machinery  supplied  by  Messrs. 
Bennett,  Son  &  Shears,  of  Kingsland.  It  was  admitted  that 
Kressel  had  paid  to  Messrs.  Bennett,  Son  &  Shears  one  sum 
of  149/.  on  August  22,  1896,  but  the  allegation  was  that  he 
had  in  the  previous  June  bought  a  book  on  machinery 
from  the  firm  for  3.?.  6d.,  and  that  he  had  changed  the 
receipt  for  that  into  one  for  84/.  3.s'.  6c/.  The  prisoner,  who 
said  he  had  communicated  with  his  solicitor,  who  had  not 
arrived,  said  his  defence  was  that  Warsany  owed  him  65/., 
instead  of  his  being  indebted  to  the  firm.  He  elicited  from 
Mr.  Bennett's  C3shier  that  there  was  no  sum  of  84/.  3.s\  6d. 
on  their  books  ;  and  also  got  from  Mr.  Warsany  that  he  (the 
latter)  held  jewellery  as  security  for  some  money.  The 
prisoner  also  said  he  carried  on  the  business  at  his  own 
expense  for  a  month  or  two  prior  to  the  appointment  of  the 
receiver.  In  fact,  there  was  more  than  200/.  owing  to  him 
from  the  firm ;  so  there  was  no  necessity  for  his  doing  this 
abominable  trick.  Mr.  D'Eyncourt  remanded  the  prisoner, 
and  agreed  to  accept  bail — two  sureties  in  80/.,  or  one  in 
150/. 

Football. 

The  Pharmaceutical  F.C.  played  Bloomsbury  on  Saturday 
last  at  Acton,  and  the  result  was  a  win  for  the  Pharma- 
ceuticals by  3  goals  to  1.  Pharmaceutical  team  :  —  Prescott, 
goal ;  Jones  and  Metcalfe,  backs  ;  Payne,  Nelson,  and  Evans, 
half-backs;  Skelton,  Day,  Owen  (centre),  Warren  and  Wild, 
forwards. 

The  Pharmaceutical  Football  Club  finishes  the  present 
season  on  Saturday  next  with  the  usual  Old  Boys'  Match. 
The  game  will  be  played  at  Wormholt  Farm  (kick  off 
at  345),  and  will  be  followed  by  a  smoking-concert  at 
the  Bush  Hotel,  Goldhawk  Road. 

Fatality  to  the  Vinolia  Engineer. 

On  March  20  the  mutilated  body  of  a  gentleman  was  found 
on  the  line  near  Haggerston  Road  Bridge  and  removed  to 
Shoreditch  mortuary,  where  it  was  subsequently  identified 
as  the  remains  of  Albert  William  Robertson,  aged  46, 
chief  engineer  of  the  Vinolia  soap-works,  Kentish  Town. 
The  deceased  gentleman  left  his  office  on  Saturday  evening 
to  return  home,  and  all  trace  of  him  was  lost  until  the 
discovery  of  the  body. 

Nonchalant  Burglars. 
The  premises  of  Messrs.  Solport  Brothers,  66  Shaftesbury 
Street,  New  North  Road,  were  broken  into,  and  bath  and 
tiesh  gloves  to  the  value  of  between  40/.  and  50/.  were  stolen. 
A  warehouseman  in  the  employ  of  a  customer  of  Messrs. 
Solport  Brothers  happened  to  be  passing  on  the  night  in 
question,  and  seeing  a  light  concluded  that  the  firm  were 
working  late.  Having  a  few  orders  for  the  firm  to  deliver, 
be  knocked  at  the  door,  and  handed  them  to  the  man  who 
opened.  The  burglar  took  charge  of  them  readily,  thanked 
the  man,  and  wished  him  good-night.  After  this  interrup- 
tion, however,  the  thieves  evidently  thought  it  prudent  to 
retire,  as  they  contented  themselves  with  what  they  could 
rapidly  place  on  a  van,  leaving  a  large  quantity  of  other 
goods  ready  for  removal. 

Chemists  as  Public  Men. 
The  following  gentlemen  have  been  nominated  for  guardians 
on  the  Boards  of  their  respective  towns  : — 

Mr.  Thomas  Horrocks,  manufacturing  chemist,  Assheton 

Road,  Prpstwich. 
Mr.  W.  G.  Blackham.  chemist  and  druggist.  Holloway,  N., 
for  the  Islington  Poor-law  Board  of  Guardians. 
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Mr.  W.  Ramsden,  chemist  and  druggist,  Fallowfield. 
Mr.  J.  A.  Stamp,  manufacturing  chemist,  Prestwich. 
Mr.  Charles  Estcourt,  analytical  chemist,  Stretford. 
Mr.  George  Rooke,  chemical-merchant,  Manchester. 


The  following  have  been  elected  to  Boards  of  Guardians: — 

Mr.  S.  J.  Coley,  chemist,  Stroud. 

Mr.  R.  H.  Lowe,  chemist,  Wolverhampton. 

Messrs.   J.   A.    Butler  and   0.   G.   Hodgson,  chemists, 

Leicester. 
Mr.  A.  Livesley,  chemist,  New  Mills. 


The  following  are  nominated  for  Town  or  District 
Councils : — 

Mr.  C.  H.  Griffiths,  chemist,  Droylsden. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Watkinson,  chemist  and  druggist,  Kersley. 

Mr.  F.  W.  Bates,  chemist,  Chorlton  Road,  Stretford. 

Mr.  H.  S.  Cooper,  chemist,  Kingston  Hill. 

Mr.  S.  Steele,  chemist,  Southminster,  Maldon. 

Mr.   James    Crosby    Robson,    pharmaceutical  chemist, 

Middlesborough-on-Tees. 
Mr.  Frederick  Tidswell,  chemist,  Denholme. 
Mr.  F.  T.  Hunt,  chemical-manufacturer,  Castleford. 
Mr.  J.  Harker,  chemical-works  manager,  Koottingley. 
Mr.  F.  R.  Riley,  chemical-manufacturer,  Hapton. 
Mr.  J.  Smith,  chemist,  Accrington. 
Mr.  J.  A.  Heaton,  chemist,  Burnley. 
Mr.  W.  E.  Smithies,  chemist,  Elland. 
Mr.  Edward  Turner,  chemist,  Newcastle-under-Lyme. 
Mr.  E.  H.  Griffiths,  chemist,  Burslem. 
Mr.  T.  H.  Jenkins,  chemist,  Stone. 


The  following  have  been  elected  members  of  Parish  Coun- 
cils : — 

Mr.  H.  B.  Palmer,  chemist,  Winghara  (Kent) 

Mr.  Alfred  Smart,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Steyning. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Hayes,  chemist.  Great  Warley. 

Mr.  R.  B.  Haggins,  chemist,  Wainfieet. 

Mr.  J.  Anson  chemist,  Dukinfield. 

Mr.  F.  8.  Moore,  34  Paragon,  Bath. 

Mr.  J.  Woodhead,  chemical-manufacturer,  Upperbridge. 

Mr.  Lawrence  Heap,  chemical-manufacturer,  Brandwood. 

Mr.  John  Birkett,  chemist,  Morecambe. 

Mr.  F.  Tunbridge,  chemist,  Reading. 

Mr.  Frederick  Brown,  chemist,  Lincoln. 

Mr.  James  Craft,  chemist,  Reading. 

Mr.  J.  St/aughton,  chemist,  Cockermouth. 

Mr.  W.  J.  Greensill,  chemist,  Stourport. 

Mr.  C.  G.  Crooke,  chemist,  Bromsgrove. 

Mr.  A.  M.  Long,  chemist,  Bognor. 

Mr.  Jas.  Avison,  chemist,  Dukenfield. 

Mr.  M.  Wolverson,  chemist,  Hednesford. 

Mr.  J.  Hyde  and  Mr.  T.  Miller,  chemists,  Wednesfoid. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Pioken,  chemist,  Newport. 

Mr.  W.  E.  Goff,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Dartford. 

Brussels  Exhibition. 

The  report  of  the  British  Commission  of  the  Exhibition 
held  in  Brussels  last  year  has  now  been  published.  It  shows 
that  the  Treasury  grant  was  5500/.,  and  there  was  a 
guarantee  fund  of  about  6  000Z.,  in  round  figures  11000/. 
Of  this,  5  000/.  was  spent  on  space  and  2.500/.  for  working- 
expenses.  The  rest  has  been  voted  in  various  directions. 
The  cost  per  commercial  exhibitor  was  14/.,  as  compared 
with  27/.  in  Paris,  1887,  and  71/.  in  Chicago,  1893.  The 
United  Kingdom  contributed  2  3  per  cent  of  the  exhibitors, 
and  carried  away  4  5  per  cent,  of  the  awards,  thus  showing 
how  gonrl  the  British  exhibits  were.  One  exhibitor  out  of 
every  9  76  British  took  a  Grand  Prix,  Belgium  had  one  for 
26  28,  and  France  had  one  for  45  18.  The  juror  of  section  5 
mentions  that  there  were  only  three  English  exhibitors  in 
that  section— viz.,  Messrs.  F.  Darton  &  Co.,  Messrs.  Elliott 
Brothers,  and  Messrs.  Ross  &  Co.  (Limited;.  The  jury 
awarded  Diplomes  de  Grand  Prix  to  all  of  these,  "  but  by 
the  further  action  of  the  higher  authorities  of  the  Exhibi- 
tion (which  is  not  quite  comprehensible)  the  award  to  the 
first  named  was  subsequently  reduced  to  a  Diplome  de 
Honneur."  It  was  due,  we  believe,  to  a  clerical  error.  The 
jury  speaks  highly  of  the  exhibits  by  Messrs.  Darton  and 


Ross.  Baron  de  Bush,  who  was  president  of  the  jurors  on 
pharmaceutical  arts,  does  not  contribute  to  the  report. 

Chemists  on  Cycles. 

The  Bradford  and  District  Chemists'  Association  have 
formed  a  cycling  club  in  connection  with  their  Society,  and 
on  March  15  they  had  their  first  spin.  Ilkley  was  selected 
as  the  place  to  be  visited,  and  the  route  taken  was  by  Otley 
and  Asquith.  Their  destination  was  reached  after  an  enjoy- 
able run,  tea  was  partaken  of,  and  all  landed  home  again 
safely  by  8  o'clock. 

The  ex-Antagocist  Leader. 

Our  Manchester  correspondent  writes: — Mr.  Walter 
Gibbons,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  of  Market  Street,  Man- 
chester, has  been  nominated  for  election  as  a  member  of  the 
Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Gieat  Britain. 
Should  Mr.  Gibbons  be  elected,  he  will,  no  doubt,  be  found  a 
very  useful  addition  to  the  Council,  as  he  possesses  consider- 
able inlluence  in  political  circles,  and  this  would  doubtless 
prove  valuable  in  any  future  pharmaceutical  legislation. 

The  Herbal  Elixir  Acquitted. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Phillips  held  an  inquest  on  Wednesday,  at 
Wolverhampton,  respecting  the  death  of  a  man  named  Banks, 
aged  48,  of  Wedne?field.  Mrs.  Banks  stated  that  her 
husband  had  been  ill  for  about  five  or  six  years,  but  on 
March  13  he  became  worse,  and  was  taken  to  the  Wolver- 
hampton General  Hospital,  where  he  died  on  Tuesday.  A 
medical  man  had  attended  deceased,  and  witness  had  also 
obtained  a  medijine  known  as"  Herbal  Elixir "  from  Messrs. 
Boots,  chemists,  Queen  Street,  Wolverhampton,  after  taking 
which  her  husband  vomited.  Mr.  John  Oldershaw,  manager 
for  Messrs.  Boots,  gave  evidence  as  to  the  composition  of  the 
medicine  in  question,  and  said  that  it  was  perfectly  harmless. 
It  did  not  contain  any  laudanum  or  preparation  of  opium. 
Dr.  Clodd.  house-surgeon  at  the  hospital,  deposed  that 
deceased  had  suffered  from  a  disease  of  the  kidneys,  and  had 
died  from  natural  causes.  A  verdict  in  accordance  with  the 
medical  evidence  was  returned. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marJced  items  or  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  bxj  the  Editor. 

Business  Changes. 

Mr.  J.  B.  Sweeney,  registered  druggist,  has  opened  a  shop 
at  22  Church  Street,  Ballymena.  He  was  formerly  in  the 
employ  of  Messrs.  Gilmer  &  Co.  of  that  town. 

The  Ulster  Chemists  (Limited),  as  appeared  from  a  report 
published  last  week,  purchased  from  the  Bankruptcy  Court 
the  stock  and  fittings  of  Mr.  Calvert's  Medical  Hall,  Lurgan. 
The  establishment  will  be  opened  for  business  about  the  first 
week  in  April,  under  the  management  cf  Mr.  Alfred 
Mann,  L.P.S.I. 

Drug-contracts. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Carlow  Board  of  Guardians,  held  on 
March  10,  Mr.  D.  J.  McGrath's  tender  for  the  supply  of 
medicines  and  surgical  appliances  was  unanimously  accepted. 
This  is  the  fifteenth  year  for  which  Mr.  McGrath  has  held 
this  contract,  and  Dr.  Rawson  spoke  in  high  terms  of  the 
quality  of  the  medicines  which  have  been  supplied  in  pa-t 
yeais. 

The  Local  Government  Board  has  written  to  the  ToDr-law 
Guardians  at  Castleiea  pointing  out  that  not  only  is  the 
quarterly  requisition  for  drugs  and  medicines  sent  in  by  the 
dispensary  out  of  proportion  to  the  amount  actually  required, 
but  the  prices  of  the  contractor  are  much  above  those  quoted 
by  Dublin  chemists.  A  discussion  ensued,  and  as  a  result 
the  medical  officers  are  not  in  future,  to  apply  for  more  than 
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a.  three -month-'  supply  at  one  time.  Fault  was  found  with 
the  dispensary  committee  for  only  meeting  half-yearly. 

Personal. 

Mr.  Q.  T.  Magle  has  been  transferred  to  the  charge  of 
i/jooard  Medical  Hall.  Bolton  Street.  Dr.  Jos.  F.  Whelan 
as  appointed  to  Leonard's  Pharmacy,  Britain  Street,  Dublin. 

Pecfeate  of  the  will  of  the  late  Dr.  Hamilton,  managing 
director  of,  Messrs.  Hamilton,  Long  &  Co.'s  State  Pharmacy, 
Dublin,  ha-  been  granted  to  Messrs.  William  and  Arthur  B. 
Watson,  executors.  The  personalty  of  the  deceased  is  stated 
■Co  be  over  20  000/. 

Working  up  the  Membership. 

The  actions  brought  by  the  Mineral-waters  Manufacturers' 
A.ssociA.fcLOG  against  sundry  persons  who  had  been  using 
<3fcbee  makers'  bottles  were  settled  last  week,  on  the  sugges- 
tion of  the  Recorder,  by  all  the  defendants  agreeing  to 
■became  members  of  the  Association  and  to  obey  its  rules. 

Trying  to  Stop  the  Clock. 

A  merasocial  from  the  Dublin  Mineral-water  Operative 
Society  has  been  received  by  the  local  vintners'  association 
protesting  against  the  use  of  patent  glass  stoppers  in 
mineral- water  bottles,  and  asking  that  these  should  be 
discoeraged  for  the  benefit  of  home  industry.  Sympathy 
and  regret  were  expressed  by  the  recipients. 

A  Pharmaceutical  Plum. 

A  pharmaceutical  chemist  at  100/.  a  year  for  three  hours' 
w  irk  daily  is  to  be  appointed  by  the  North  Dublin  Guardians 
f  ic  the  Clarence  Street  Dispensary.  The  post  is  being  hotly 
c  jiifce&ted. 


jfrcncb  IRcws. 

{Front  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 


The  Good  Ship  "Lavoisier" — The  French  Admiralty 
'lias   christened  a    newly-launched    ironclad    vessel  the 

ECola  is  a.  Food. — The  Correctional  Tribunal  of  Paris  has  de- 
livered a  judgment  that  henceforth  kola  is  to  be  designated  as  a 
food,  and  that  the  therapeutic  usage  of  the  substance  does 
not  constitute  it  a  medicine.  They  have  refused  in  consequence 
to  find  that  its  sale  by  a  provision-dealer  is  illegal. 

DEATH  of  M.  L.  Roure. — The  death  is  announced  at 
Grasse  of  M.  Louis  Roure,  head  of  the  firm  of  Roure, 
Bcrfraud  Fils,  manufacturers  of  perfumery,  &c.  M.  Roure 
has  greatly  assisted  in  the  development  of  the  French  per- 
fumery trade  in  recent  years.  He  introduced  an  improved 
process  far  extracting  perfume  from  flowers,  as  well  as  in 
n<-pp*ring  essences.  He  was  a  Chevalier  of  the  Legion  of 
Honour. 

Thai  Manufacture  of  Caffeine — The  Paris  Syndical 
Chamber  of  Chemical  Products  has  approached  the  French 
Minister  of  Commerce  with  a  view  to  obtaining  the  right 
for  chemical- manufacturers  to  import  tea  and  tea-dust  into 
this  country  free  of  duty  for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing 
caffeine  ;  or,  rather,  the  object  is  that  an  arrangement  should 
<he  mak  by  which  the  duty  should  be  charged  on  the 
cafEeine  made  from  the  tea,  in  order  to  enable  French 
makers  to  compete  with  foreign  manufacturers.  M.  Adrian. 
the.  President  of  the  Chamber,  had  hoped  that  tea-refuse 
(decfets  tte  the)  might  be  used.  The  quotations  obtained 
from  Calcutta  for  "  de'ehets  "  is  35f.  per  100  kilos.,  and  for 
tea-dust  <WE.  to  69f.  per  100  kilos.,  say  about  2hd.  per  lb., 
delivered  at  Marseilles. 

Central  Pharmacy  of  the  Hospitals. — A  competi- 
tive examination  will  be  held  in  Paris  on  April  20  for  the 
post  of  assistant  chief  pharmacist  of  the  Central  Pharrracy 
of  the  Paris  Hospitals.  It  is  worth  noting  that,  while  this 
position  is  filled  by  competition,  the  more  important  position 
of  chief  pharmacist  is  given  by  simple  nomination.  The 
ootvdiciotis  for  the  examining  committee  are  strict.  In  the 
first  pla- ce,  it  consists  of  five  members — viz  ,  the  director  of 
the  Central  Pharmacy  of  Hospitals,  a  professor  of  the  Paris 
Schoo'l  of  Pharmacy,  two  hospital  pharmacists,  and  a  Paris 
pharmacist  in  business,  who  must  be  a  member  of  the 
fciociety  of  Pharmacy  and,  if  possible,  a  member  of  the 
Academy  ci  Medicine.     There  must   be  no  relationship 


between  any  candidate  and  a  member  of  the  committee,  or 
between  any  two  members  of  the  latter.  The  tests  consist 
of  a  written  composition  on  physics  and  chemistry  applied 
to  pharmacy,  for  which  four  hours  are  allowed  ;  an  oral 
examination  on  pharmaceutical  subjects,  ten  minutes  being 
accorded  for  reflection  and  a  similar  time  for  replying.  The 
candidates'  diplomas  and  previous  work  are  also  considered, 
and  the  examination  terminates  by  what  is  known  as  "  de- 
finitive proofs,"  consisting  of  eight  hours'  practical  work  in 
analysis,  &c. 

Military  Pharmacists.—  The  recent  decision  taken  by 
the  French  Minister  of  War  with  a  view  to  reducing  the 
number  of  pharmacists  in  the  French  army  has  aroused  some 
protest.  M.  Leroy  has  collected  information  concerning  the 
pharmaceutical  service  in  other  European  armies.  He 
obtained  a  sympathetic  hearing  and  good  deal  of  applause  on 
giving  the  result  of  his  inquiries  at  the  monthly  meeting  of 
the  Paris  Society  of  Pharmacy  a  few  days  ago.  In  every- 
thing connected  with  the  army  here  comparison  is  held  with 
what  is  made — or  rather  done — in  Germany.  In  the  Father- 
land there  are  217  military  pharmacists  against  185  in 
France,  and  the  proposal  to  reduce  this  latter  number  to 
115  is  viewed  with  anything  but  favour  by  the  army  phar- 
macists themselves.  As  a  retired  military  pharmacist  M. 
Leroy  considers  it  a  grave  imprudence  to  reduce  the  number 
in  the  army.  The  information  he  has  obtained  about  phar- 
macy in  our  own  army  is  as  follows: — "In  England  the 
exercise  of  civil  pharmacy  is  free,  and  military  pharmacists 
do  not  exist.  There  is  no  central  pharmacy,  and  no  depot  of 
medicaments.  The  military  pharmacies  are  managed  by  the 
army  doctors.  The  drugs,  &e,  are  obtained  in  a  very  ex- 
pensive way,  prepared  and  divided  in  advance,  from  two 
large  wholesale  houses.  The  doctors  are  assisted  by  com- 
pounders who  have  no  professional  instruction  worth 
speaking  of.  On  the  other  hand,  the  pharmaceutical  service 
in  the  Navy  Hospitals  is  in  the  hands  of  fourteen  navy  phar- 
macists." M.  Leroy  seems  to  think  that  what  is  done  in  the 
English  army  in  this  respect  does  not  count.  He  says  the 
army  in  England  is  an  expensive  business  in  any  case,  and  so 
is  not  surprised  that  its  pharmacy  service  is  not  worked  on 
an  organised  or  economical  basis. 

Pharmaceutical  Trade-marks — Another  case  involving 
trade-mark  rights  in  pharmaceutical  preparations  has  been 
tiied  in  Paris.  The  plaintiffs  were  a  firm  of  chemists,  who 
registered  as  a  trade-mark,  with  the  consent  of  the  inventors, 
the  name  "Chloralose "—  a  preparation  consisting  of  a  com- 
bination of  chloral  and  glucose,  the  therapeutic  properties 
of  which  were  discovered  in  1892  by  Drs.  Hanriot  and 
Richet.  The  defendant  is  a  pharmacist,  who  has  since  ad- 
vertised and  offered  for  sale  an  identical  preparation  under 
the  name  of  chloralose,  or  gluco-chloral,  which  the  plaintiffs 
considered  infringed  their  trade-mark.  In  reviewing  the 
evidence  of  the  case,  the  Judge  said :  "  A  remedy  is 
not  patentable,  and  the  law  in  this  respect  cannot  be 
defeated  by  means  of  a  trade-mark.  Of  course,  a  trade- 
mark can  be  taken  out  for  a  preparation  under  a 
fancy  name  in  order  to  distinguish  it  from  similar  products 
made  by  competitors.  But  it  cannot  be  admitted  that  any- 
one who  happens  to  be  aware  that  a  new  medicament  is 
about  to  be  made  known  to  the  scientific  world  can  register 
such  name,  and  by  this  means  reserve  to  himself  the 
exclusive  right  to  sell  the  remedy.  The  denomination  given 
by  an  inventor  to  a  new  preparation  endowed  with  thera- 
peutic properties  is,  as  it  were,  incorporated  with  the  pre- 
paration, and  becomes  a  necessary  designation.  Conse- 
quently an  ownership  of  the  name  would  be  tantamount  to  a 
property  of  the  thing  itself.  Thus,  if  the  plaintiffs  could,  by 
registering  the  trade-mark,  reserve  to  themselves  the  ex- 
clusive right  to  the  word  '  Chloralose,'  it  would  practically 
give  them  a  monopoly  of  the  medicament,  which  is  against 
the  law.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  their  circulars  and  printed 
matter  brought  forward  as  evidence  show  that  such  was  the 
object  they  hoped  to  attain  by  means  of  their  trade-mark." 
Judgment  was  given  for  the  defendant,  with  costs  in  his 
favour.  This  finding  is  in  many  points  contrary  to  that  in 
the  recent  action  brought  against  M.  Petit.  The  final  judg- 
ment on  the  subject  will  not  be  known  until  the  opinion  of 
the  higher  Courts  has  been  obtained.  I  understand  that 
antipyrin  and  other  products  are  the  subjects  of  similar 
litigation. 
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Hustralasian  mews. 


From  "The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  Australasia"  Febru- 
ary 1,  1898,  copies  of  which,  price  6d.,  mag  be  obtained  on 
application  to  the  Publisher.] 


The  Aborigines  of  Queensland  seem  to  like  opium, 
and  as  it  is  not  good  for  them  the  Government  interferes. 
The  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  the  colony  had  a  letter  about 
it  from  the  Home  Secretary's  Department,  and  the  conviction 
of  a  chemist  for  selling  opium  to  aboriginals  was  also  dis- 
cussed. The  news  section  of  the  C.I). A.  also  contains  a 
report  of  a  seizure  of  several  hundred  pounds  of  opium  from 
Chinamen  in  Brisbane,  whom  the  police  raided.  This  is 
all  done  under  the  Sale  of  Poisons  Act. 

Me.  McCbeary  Shea  Hill,  an  Irish  pharmacist,  who 
has  settled  down  in  Rockdale,  N.S.W..  seems  determined  to 
make  the  Board  of  Pharmacy  accept  his  Irish  certificate  for 
registration.  This  is  pure  patriotism  on  his  part,  as  he 
seems  to  be  eligible  for  registration  as  being  in  business^  in 
the  colony  ;  and  in  reply  to  a  further  demand  for  registration 
on  the  L.P.S.I.,  he  has  been  told  by  the  Board  that  unless  he 
decides  to  register  on  his  business  qualification  he  will  not 
be  permitted  to  keep  an  open  pharmacy. 

Chemists  in  Victoria. — Mr.  Joseph  Bosisto  is  No.  1  on 
the  register,  and  besides  him  367  are  on  the  register  who  are 
there  because  they  were  in  business  before  October  1.  1876. 
The  register  alsoincludes  293  who  have  qualified  by  the  Victoria 
examination,  and  130  who  have  immigrated  from  home 
bringing  English  and  Irish  certificates  with  them.  Altogether 
there  are  829  names  on  the  register,  and  of  these  119  live 
outside  Victoria — viz.,  52  being  found  in  New  South  Wales, 
23  in  Tasmania.  13  in  Queensland,  12  in  Western  Australia, 
6  in  England,  &  in  New  Zealand,  2  in  South  Australia,  2  in 
Fiji,  2  in  the  United  States,  1  in  South  Africa,  1  in  India, 
and  1  in  France. 

Amongst  the  Papees  read  at  the  meeting  of  the 
Australasian  Association  and  reported  in  the  CD. A.  are 
•the  following : — "The  Molecular  Mechanism  of  an  Electro- 
lyte." by  W.  M.  Hamlet,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S;  "The  Colouring- 
matter  of  Wines."  by  M.  Blunno,  N.S.W.  Department  of 
Agriculture  (brief  abstract) ;  "  Metallurgical  Methods  in 
Use  at  Broken  Hill,  N.S.W.,"  bv  Mr.  G  H.  Blakemore  ;  "  The 
Russell  Process  in  Australia,"  by  Edgar  Hall ;  "  On  the 
Occurrence  of  Phosphatic  Deposits  in  the  Jenolan  Caves, 
N.S.W.,"  by  John  C.  H.  Mingaye,  F.C.S.,  Analyst  to  the 
Department  of  Mines ;  "  On  Modern  Methods  of  Teaching 
Chemistry. "  by  W.  J.  Clunies  Ross,  B.Sc. ;  "On  'Red-rain' 
Dust,"  by  Thos.  Steel,  F.L.S.,  F.C.S.  ;  "Estimation  of  Wheat- 
meal  in  Oatmeal  "  and  "  The  Water  of  the  Water  Vine,"  by 
W.  H.  Doherty,  F.C.S. ;  "  Note  on  the  Constitution  of  Wheat- 
gluten,"  by  F.  B.  Guthrie.  The  discussions  which  followed  the 
papers  are  also  reported,  and  portraits  of  most  of  the  authors 
are  given. 

Westeen  Austealia  Pharmacy. — The  report  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Council  for  1897  comes  to  us  direct.  It 
shows  that  during  the  year  three  candidates  presented 
themselves  for  the  Preliminary  examination  and  three 
passed,  while  four  out  of  five  candidates  passed  the  Final 
examination.  The  register  now  contains  the  names  of 
eighty-eight  chemists,  being  an  increase  of  fourteen  during 
the  year.  Amongst  these  we  notice  the  names  of  ten  persons 
who  have  passed  the  Minor  or  Major  examinations  in  Great 
Britain,  of  whom  the  following  were  registered  last  year  : — 
Mr.  William  Corson,  Kalgoorlie  (on  the  British  register  as  of 
Callander,  Perthshire)  ;  John  Wm.  Cawpe,  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  Kurawa  (not  now  on  the  British  register);  Charles 
Francis,  Black  Flag  (on  the  British  register  as  of  5  Tremadoc 
Road,  Clapham  Road,  S.W.)  ;  Henry  Charles  Glanville,  Cue 
(not  now  on  the  British  register)  ;  and  Richard  Jackson, 
Coolgardie  (not  now  on  the  British  register).  Registration 
in  the  colony  is  effected  on  presentation  of  the  exarnination- 
eertificates. 

Chemistry  of  Xanthorrhoia  Resins.— Dr.  W.  Finsel- 
bach  writes  a  propns  of  the  note  on  this  subject  in  our  issue 
of  December  11,  1897:— 

Professors  Tschireh  and  Hildebrandt  have  lately  published  on 
the  same  subject,  and  Dr.  Karl  Dieterich  (Helfenberg)  is  working 


now  on  the  acaroid  resins,  after  having  scientifically  investigated 
(vide  "  Helfenberger  Annalen,"  1896)  "resins  and  gum  resin9used 
in  therapeutics."  On  November  9  last  he  showed  to  the  German 
Pharmaceutical  Association  samples  of  different  acaroid  resins 
pointing  out  the  inconvenience  produced  because  the  correct  species 
of  Xa  nthorrhcea  furnishing  a  certain  resin  is  hardly  ever  mentioned. 
The  same  applies  to  our  kinos  and  eucalyptus  oil.  Dieterich  con- 
siders that  it  is  mainly  A",  quadrangularis  which  produces  the  gum 
acaroides  of  commerce.  Lately  this  resin  has  been  used  as 
va.rnish  for  metal  instead  of  shellac.  Potassium  and  sodium 
soaps  of  our  V.  resins  are  used  instead  of  eolophonium  for  sizing 
papers  in  the  United  States  of  America.  There  cannot  be  any 
doubt  that  Australian  vegetable  raw  products  would  have  found 
before  now  larger  use  in  chemistry  and  industry  if  unfortunately 
the  products  of  different  species  were  not  indiscriminately  mixed 
together,  and  so  brought  on  the  market. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  Imperial  Institute  had  taken 
the  matter  up,  hence  our  December  note. 


Colonial  ano  foreign  1Re\x>0. 


Lepra-sertjm — A.  special  concession  by  the  Russian 
Minister  of  the  Interior  has  beeu  made  for  the  importation 
of  E.  Merck's  lepra-serum  into  the  country  free  of  duty. 

FlEE. — The  branch  pharmacy  of  Messrs.  Pole,  Ledeker  k 
Co.,  situated  at  the  lower  end  of  Anderson  and  Small  Street-, 
Johannesburg,  was  on  February  26  completely  destroyed  by 
fire. 

Pharmacy  in  Kcaou-Chow. — The  German  is  prompt. 
No  sooner  had  the  Ministry  of  Marine  taken  charge  of  the 
Chinese  province  Kiaou-Chow  than  an  apotheker  from 
Kattowitz  asked  for  a  pharmacy-concession,  got  it,  and 
is  now  safely  established  there. 

An  Oil  Combine  — It  is  reported  that  the  firm  S.  L. 
Herzfeldersohn,  in  Briinn,  Austria,  have  combined  with  the 
Breslau  Oelfabtik  Aktien  Gesellschaft,  and  Herr  Hugo 
Herzf elder  has  been  appointed  general  manager  of  the  new 
company.  Their  principal  manufactures  are  palm,  rape,  and 
linseed  oils. 

Cheap  Matches  for  Chili. — With  the  view  of  promot- 
ing the  manufacture  of  matches,  the  Chilian  Congress  have 
passed  a  Bill  to  admit  duty-free,  for  a  period  of  ten  years, 
bichromate  of  potash,  cotton  wick,  common  phosphorus,  red 
or  amorphous  phosphorus,  and  cardboard,  adorned  or  not, 
for  match-boxes. 

Bettee  than  Gold-digging. — Dr.  H.  C.  Bowers,  a 
Louisville  doctor  who  went  to  Klondike  with  a  supply  of 
medicines  when  the  discoveries  of  gold  were  first  announced, 
is  selling  quinine  capsules  at  3  dollars  each,  and  in  practis- 
ing his  profession  receives  sacks  of  gold-dust  for  fees.  He 
writes  that  he  does  not  care  to  locate  a  claim,  finding  the 
practice  of  his  profession  sufficiently  lucrative. 

Poisons  In  India. — The  Indian  Lancet  thinks  it  is  time 
the  Government  controlled  the  sale  of  poisons  in  India,  and 
says  a  Poisons  Act  should  be  brought  in  for  this  purpose, 
and  to  provide  for  the  registration  of  all  druggists  (those 
doing  business  after  the  European  method),  as  well  as  the 
Pasaris,  or  native  druggists  of  the  bazaar.  Orpiment  is  very 
common  poisoa  in  India,  and  it  is  used  for  nefarious  pur- 
poses to  an  alarming  extent. 

Phenacetin  in  U.S.A. — The  Treasury  department  at 
Washington  has  informed  a  correspondent  (who  asked  if 
Messrs.  Schieffelin  Sc  Co.,  the  holders  of  the  phenacetin 
patent,  only  may  import  the  product)  that  "there  is  no  pro- 
vision of  law  granting  exclusive  right  to  owners  of  patents 
of  importing  patented  articles."  It  is  curious,  therefore, 
that  the  Customs  have  assisted  the  patentees  in  confiscating 
phenacetin  other  than  Bayer's. 

Special  Train  foe  a  Bottle  of  Medicine. — A  doctrr 
at  Appleton  City,  Mo.,  had  broken  his  leg;  lockjaw  followed, 
and  a  certain  kind  of  medicine  was  needed  which  could  not 
be  procured  nearer  than  Parsons,  100  miles  away.  A  special 
train,  consisting  of  one  car  and  a  locomotive,  was  engaged, 
the  bottle  was  procured,  and  the  run  home  made  at  the  rate 
of  a  mile  a  minute.  This  seems  to  us  even  quicker  than  the 
average  errand-boy  could  do  it. 
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The  Cochineal  Industry. — Consul  Maclean,  in  his 
report  on  the  traiie  of  the  Canaiy  Islands  for  1896 -97, 
says  : — "A  disposition  to  cultivate  the  cochineal-insect  in 
larger  numbers  is  shown,  but  the  increased  demand  for  the 
dte  so  obtained  is  but  small.' 

In  the  Tbansvaa.Ii  a  cl  emist's  licence  costs  101.  a  year. 
Other  shopkeepers  have  also  to  take  out  licences.  At,  the 
Criminal  Court,  Johannesburg,  on  February  23,  thirty-six 
persons  were  summoned  for  not  paying  up,  amongst  tbem 
■1  wo  chemists—  viz..  John  Haddon,  who  for  keeping  a 
chemist's  shop  at  Fordsburg  without  a  licence  was  fined 
10/.,  or  fourteen  'lays'  imprisonment ;  and  A.  Swain,  Jeppes- 
mwn,  who  was  lined  11.  10s.,  or  ten  days',  for  a  similar 
offence. 

Love-philtrep.  -At  the  Durban  Police  Court  on  Feb- 
ruary 24,  a  young  man  named  George  Turner  was  charged 
with  o  taining  money  by  false  pretences  in  selling  natives 
a  decoction  which  he  told  them  was  a  love-philtre,  and 
which,  if  sprinkled  on  a  handkerchief  and  waved  at  girls, 
would  attract  them.  Turner  charged  11.  a  bottle,  but  as  the 
natives  had  no  success  tiny  complained  to  the  police.  As 
the  prisoner  had  been  three  months  in  gaol,  he  was  not 
punished  further. 

Gelatine  Pilixjoateb.  —  The  United  States  Circuit 
Court  of  Appeals  has  recently  given  its  decision  in  the  action 
brought  by  Mr  John  B.  Russell,  the  patentee  of  a  gelatine 
pill-coating  machine  on  the  suction  principle,  against 
Messrs.  F.  Stearns  &.  Co.,  Detroit,  for  infringement  of  patent. 
Mr.  Russell  got  a  verdict  in  his  favour  in  the  U.S.  Circuit 
Court,  but  in  the  Court  of  Appeals  Judge  Taft  has  reversed 
it  on  the  ground  that  the  Russell  pa*ent  was  invalid.  It  is 
this  patent  which  Messrs.  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.  employ  in 
their  factory. 

Second  Thoughts  about  Tabloids.— At  a  meeting  of 
the  Deutscher  Apotheker  Verein,  held  in  Berlin  on  Feb- 
ruary 4,  it  was  reported  that  the  resolution  passed  at  the 
last  general  meeting  of  the  Verein  in  regard  to  the  importa- 
tion of  Messrs.  Burroughs,  Wellcome  &  Co.'s  manufactures 
(tabloids)  had  not  been  earned  out,  the  reason  apparently 
being  that  the  general  order  does  not  prohibit  tne  use  of 
a  basis  with  powerful  active  ingredients,  and  that  is  all  that 
MessTS  Burroughs.  AVelleome  &  Co.  have  done,  except  that 
the  Verein  would  like  them  to  say  what  their  basis  is. 

Druggists'  Profits.— There  has  been  a  discussion  in 
Ceylon  papers  reearding  druggists'  profits,  and  Mr.  W. 
.rorrlan.  chemist,  Lindula,  Talawakele,  writing  in  regard  to 
the  matter,  gives  the  following  interesting  statement :— "We 
have  gone  carefully  into  our  sales  for  one  year  dating  from 
August,  1,  1396,  to  July  31,  1897 :  we  have  noted  down  cost 
of  drugs,  bottles,  and  other  items  connected  with  the  dis- 
pensing of  them,  reasonable  interest  on  the  stocks  we  are 
compelled  to  keep,  also  the  dispenser's  salary  ;  and  we  find 
our  net,  profit  on  the  department  amounted  to  3  per  cent,  per 
annum  on  the  sales." 

Drug-culture  in  Ceylon.— The  Director  of  the  Royal 
Botanic  Gardens  at  Peiadeniya,  Ceylon,  states  in  his  annual 
report  for  1897  that  the  nurseries  at  Henaratgoda  cow  con- 
tain about  2  COO  young  ipecacuanha  plants,  most  of  which 
are  ;ivailatile  for  distribution  to  those  wishing  to  experiment 
in  the  island.  Camphor  plants  continue  to  grow  well  in  the 
gardens,  some  of  them  being  9  feet  high,  while  in  the  Galle 
district  others  planted  in  1895  have  attained  a  height  of 
12  feet.  To  promote  the  industry  in  Ceylon  persons  de- 
siring to  experiment  in  the  distillation  of  camphor  from 
twigs  and  leaves  can  be  supplied  with  a  small  quantity  of 
material  for  the  purpose. 

Bulgarian*  Otto  op  Rose. — A  recent  issue  of  the  Con- 
stantinople Trade  Journal  devotes  a  long  article  to  the  Bul- 
garian otto  question,  which  is  apparently  a  reflection  of  the 
information  which  we  published  on  February  12.  It  is 
pointed  out  that  since  the  Mohammedan  emigration  from 
Kesanlik  to  Asiatic  Turkey  the  yearly  production  of  otto  in 
tha  province  has  increased  from  1.800  to  3,500  kilos.,  valued 

l.POO.OOOf.  to  3,000.000f..  and  this  fine  trade  is  jeopardised 
by  the  continued  falsification  with  eeranium  oil.  Our  con- 
temporary urges  upon  the  Bulgarian  Government  the  extreme 
necessity  of  stamping  out  this  source  of  adulteration  before 
the  industry  reaches  a  declining  stage. 


Grafce  Iftotes* 

Messrs.  Cadbury  Brothers  are  placing  before  chemists- 
this  week  arguments  in  favour  of  an  absolutely  pure  cocoa, 
free  from  drugs  and  chemicals  such  as  they  claim  theirs  to  be. 

The  salvage  stock  from  the  fire  which  occurred  on  the 
premises  of  Messrs.  Willows,  Francis  &  Butler  is  to  be  sold 
tiy  auction  on  Thursday  next.  Particulars  are  given  in  our 
Supplement. 

A  Bold  Challenge  in  respect  to  the  statements  they 
make  as  to  their  lime-juice  plantations  and  as  to  the  quality  of 
their  lime-juice  is  published  this  week  by  Messrs.  L.  Rose  i:. 
Co.,  of  London,  Leith,  and  Dominica,  W.I. 

A  curious  circumstance  announced  in  Messrs.  May;. 
Roberts  &  Co.'s  advertisement  last  week  was  that  the  winners, 
of  the  three  prizes,  51.  5.9.,  31.  3s.,  and  21.  2s., in  their  competi- 
tion for  the  largest  number  of  coupons  of  Dr.  John  Hooper's 
female-pills  were  all  women. 

Profitable  Perfumery. — No  doubt  many  of  our  sub- 
scribers noted  the  smart  advertisement  in  last  week's  issue 
by  Messrs.  Ayrton  &  Saunders,  Liverpool,  regarding  perfumes. 
They  argue  that  the  chemist  can  make  most  profit  by  selling 
his  own  brands,  even  at  a  cutting  price.  They  put  up  2  oz„ 
of  a  first-class  article  in  a  good  bottle,  labelled  neatly,  with 
the  chemist's  own  name  on  the  labels,  to  retail  at  Is.  8^. 
(ostensibly  a  2s.  6d.  bottle),  which  shows  a  profit  of  6d.  per 
bottle.    The  perfumes  are  good,  and  the  styles  are  elegant. 

Dr.  Tibbles'  Vi-Cocoa. — There  is  not  a  chemist  in  the 
land  who  is  not  familiar  with  this  popular  article,  but  if 
there  should  we  recommeno  him  to  write  at  once  to  the 
Company  in  Golden  Lane,  E.C.,  for  a  sample  of  it.  Few 
dietetic  articles  of  common  consumption  have  come  into  such 
a  full  field  and  found  such  a  high  place  as  the  vi-cocoa. 
which  would  have  been  impossible  had  there  not  been  meiit 
in  it.  Many  have  been  the  attempts  to  get  kola  established 
as  a  dietetic  product  for  English  people,  and  this  combina- 
tion with  cocoa  and  aromatic  tonics  is  the  signal  success. 

The  perennial  difficulty  with  clinical  t'-'ermomelers  is 
getting  the  index  down  after  the  temperature  has  been 
tested.  By  a  slight  difference  in  the  construction  of  the 
bore,  which  Messrs.  S.  Maw,  Son  &  Thompson  have  patented, 
this  difficulty  has  been  to  a  great  extent  overcome.  Testing, 
their  patent  clinicals  by  the  side  of  an  ordinary  one,  we 
found  that  after  a  couple  of  jerks,  both  thermometers  being 
held  side  by  side,  the  patent  one  had  fallen  from  105  to  98, 
while  the  old  one  had  only  fallen  from  105  to  102.  The 
additional  cost  is  not  great  ;  the  new  patents  can  easily  be 
sold  at  Is.  extra. 

Glass  Beakers  with  a  coating  of  asbestos  cloth  on  the 
bottom  and  about  half  an  inch  up  the  sides 
ate  the  latest  thing  from  the  Thiinngen  glass- 
works. Mr.  R.  A.  Grosse,  of  Ilmenau,  is  the 
manufacturer.  He  also  makes  flasks  with  the 
same  protection,  as  well  as  retorts  and 
test-tubes.  In  this  way  the  apparatus  is 
not  only  more  lasting,  but  it  stands  a, 
higher  temperature  than  unprotected  g'ass 
We  have  used  the  beakers,  and  after  the 
first  trial  left  things  to  boil  in  them,  which  under  other 
circumstances  we  should  have  been  nervous  about. 

Guy's  Tonic— On  Monday,  March  28,  Guy's  Tonic  Com- 
pany, 12  Buckingham  Palace  Road,  S  W.,  introduce  a  new  size 
of  their  speciality — viz.,a6-oz.  bottle  to  retail  at  Is  l%d.,  and 
the  old  2s.  9d.  size  (8-oz.)  will  be  increased  proportionately. 
Any  of  the  latter  which  retailers  and  wholesalers  may  have 
in  stock  will  be  exchanged.  In  announcing  this  change  the 
company  make  an  offer  to  the  trade  which  will  be  found  in 
our  advertisement  section.  Briefly  it  amounts  to  this,  that 
instead  ,.f  the  lowest  terms  being  given  on  200/.  lots  only, 
they  will  in  future  be  given  on  gross  lots  costing  6/.  9s. ; 
carriage  will  be  paid  by  the  company,  and  a  piece  of  silver- 
plate  worth  a  guinea  will  be  given  as  a  premium  to  all  who  sell 
5  gross  of  the  Is.  lkd.  size  within  six  months.  It  will  also 
he  noted  that  the  Is  l\d.  size  must  not  be  sold  below  the 
fixed  minimum  pi  ice  of  Is.  net  per  bottle.  In  order  to 
ensure  this  the  company  will  c  ut  off  direct  supplies  in  the 
event  of  anyone  evading  this  condition. 
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On  March  17  Mr.  E.  W.  Hill  gave  a  practical  demonstration 
of 

Water- analysis 

before  this  Association.  Mr.  Hill  gave  directions  for  the 
collection  of  a  sample  of  water,  and  said  a  clean  stoppered 
Winchester  quart  should  be  used,  the  bottle  being  rinsed  out 
with  the  sample  before  filling.  The  physical  appearance  of 
the  water,  its  colour,  and  any  smell  when  warmed  should  be 
noted.  Suspended  matter  is  separated  in  a  depnsiting- 
jar  and  examined  under  the  microscope.  A  sample  of  water 
was  taken,  and  the  total  solids  estimated  by  evaporating 
100  c.c.  of  the  clear  sample  to  dryness  in  a  tarred  dish  and 
weighing  the  residue.  The  weight  in  milligrammes  multi- 
plied by  ten  gives  parts  per  million.  The  residue  was 
strongly  heated,  any  blackening  being  noted,  and  again 
weighed  for  total  mineral  matter.  Total  chlorine  was  then 
estimated  by  titrating  50  c.c.  of  the  water  with  solution  of 
silver  nitrate,  of  which  1  c.c.  corresponds  to  1  mg.  of  CI.  a 
solution  of  chromate  of  potash  free  from  chlorides  being 
used  as  an  indicator.  A  high  chlorine  figure  (which  was 
obtained  in  this  case)  implies  contamination  with  animal 
matter,  unless  the  source  of  supply  is  near  the  sea  or  salt- 
deposits. 

Ammonia  was  estimated  by  Nessler's  colorimetric  method, 
the  method  being  to  distil  250  c.c.  of  the  water  in  a  retort 
with  a  little  recently-ignited  sodium  carbonate  until  all 
ammonia  has  passed  over.  The  distillate  is  then  placed  in  a 
Nessler  glass  with  someNessler  solution,  and  compared  with 
the  colour  produced  by  a  known  quantity  of  ammonia  con- 
tained in  a  standard  solution  of  ammonium  chloride. 

Albuminoid  ammonia  was  estimated  by  adding  25  c.c.  of 
Wanklyn's  alkaline-permanganate  solution  to  the  residual 
water  in  the  retort  and  distilling  till  no  more  ammonia 
passed  over.    The  distillate  was  then  Nesslerised  as  before. 

Hardness  before  and  after  boiling  (total  and  permanent 
hardness)  was  then  estimated  by  standard  soap  solution, 
one  degree  of  hardness  in  Clark's  scale  being  equal  to  1  gr. 
of  CaCO.,  to  the  gallon. 

The  amount  of  oxygen  absorbed  in  fifteen  minutes  and 
four  hours  from  acid-permanganate  solution  at  80°  F.  gives 
an  idea  of  the  total  oxidisable  organic  matter  contained  in 
the  water.  The  permanganate  unreduced  is  estimated  by 
the  addition  of  iodide  of  potassium  and  titration  with  hypo- 
sulphite of  soda. 

Nitrates  are  estimated  by  means  of  the  zinc  and  copper 
couple.  A  piece  of  zinc-foil  is  placed  in  a  3-per-cent. 
solution  of  copper  sulphate  until  a  layer  of  copper  is 
deposited.  The  foil  is  then  washed  and  placed  in  a  bottle 
with  a  quantity  of  the  water  for  twenty-four  hours.  Nitrates 
are  reduced  to  ammonia,  which  is  then  estimated  in  the 
usual  way.  The  presence  of  nitrates  is  important  as  giving 
evidence  of  previous  organic  contamination. 

Nitrites  are  detected  by  acidified  solution  of  iodide  of 
potassium  and  starch-paste.  Their  presence  indicates  recent 
contamination,  but  is  occasionally  due  to  the  passage  of  the 
water  through  iron  pipes  effecting  a  reduction  of  the 
nitrates. 

To  detect  presence  of  lead,  copper,  or  iron  evaporate  some 
of  the  water  to  a  small  bulk  ;  test  for  lead  and  copper  with 
ammonium  sulphydrate,  and  for  iron  with  potassium  ferro- 
cyanide.  Having  obtained  these  analytical  data,  it  is 
necessary  to  have  information  concerning  the  source  of 
the  supply,  the  nature  of  the  gathering-ground,  and  the 
depth  and  position  of  the  well  before  giving  an  opinion  as  to 
the  character  of  the  water. 

Mr.  Moeley  Tayloe  said  he  thought  the  accurate  use  of 
colour-tests  required  experience  and  a  practised  band. 

Mr.  Fell  a=ked  Mr.  Hill  if  he  had  tried  Tichborne's 
method  of  making  soap  solution  with  oleic  acid  and  solution 
of  sodium  hydrate,  and  whether  he  had  tried  the  ammoniacal- 
solution-of-phenol  test  recently  published.  He  (Mr.  Fell) 
had  found  it  a  failure. 

Mr.  Hyman  recommeded  the  indigo-process  for  the 
estimation  of  nitrates.  The  standard  solution  was  difficult 
to  make,  but  the  results  were  very  satisfactory. 


Mr.  Hill  briefly  replied. 

An  assortment  of  apparatus  for  the  examination  of  water 
had  been  lent  by  Messrs.  Gallcnkamp.  One  of  Messrs. 
Burroughs,  Wellcome  &  Co.'s  water-analysis  cases  was  also 
exhibited. 


GLASGOW  AND  WEST  OF  SCOTLAND 
PHARMACEUTICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

The  fortnightly  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  on ' 
Tuesday  evening,  Mr.  W.  L.  Currie  presiding. 

The  Opposition  to  the  Phaemacy  Bill. 

The  President  made  a  confidential  communication  to  the 
members  regarding  the  steps  taken  in  Glasgow  and  London 
in  connection  with  Mr.  Cross's  opposition  to  the  Pharmacy 
Bid. 

On  the  Dispensing  op  Antipyeine  with  Spt. 
-Eth.  Nit. 

Mr.  T.  Dunlop  read  a  note  on  the  above,  and  said  that  in 
The  Chemist  and  Deuggist,  February  26  (page  357), 
there  was  reprinted  from  the  Pharmaceutical  Review  a  note 
on  the  above  by  Professor  Caspari.  His  note  is  a  critique  of 
a  communication  on  the  same  subject  which  appeared 
in  The  Chemist  and  Deuggist  in  April  last.  The- 
prescription  preferred  to  contained  antipyrin.,  spt.  reth.  nit., 
liq.  amon.  acet ,  aq.  chlorof.,  &c.  The  Professsor  disproves 
the  conclusion  that  aq.  chlorof.  prevents  incompatibility, and 
points  out  that  if  the  spt.  aHh.  nit.  be  exactly  neutralised 
with  a  bicarbonate  the  decomposition  of  the  antipyrine  is 
retarded  "  only  for  a  time,"  whilst  an  alkaline  solution  does 
not  develop  the  green  colour  "  even  after  standing  for 
several  days."  Guided  by  this  observation,  he  inferred  that 
the  correspondent  who  brought  the  matter  forward  "  in  all 
probability  used  a  solution  of  ammonium  acet-te  which 
was  decidedly  alkaline  in  his  final  experiment,"  and,  acting 
on  this  assumption,  Professor  Caspari  did  so  with  satisfac- 
tory results.  But  he  did  not — as  his  paper  shows — try  the 
eil'ect  of  a  neutral  solution  of  ammonium  acetate,  and  to 
that  extent  his  conclusion  is  fallacious.  To  prove  this  the 
lecturer  had  made  three  experiments.  Fifteen  grains 
of  antipyrine  was  dissolved  in  3  dr.  of  water,  and 
divided  in  three  test-tubes.  To  (1)  was  added 
liq.  amnion,  acet.  ~,j.,  spt.  8eth.  nit  ui.xl. ;  to  (2) 
potassium  acetate  gr  v.,  water  5j.,  spt.  reth.  nit.  uixl. ;  to 
(3)  sodium  acetate  gr.  v.,  water  5].,  spt.  teth.  nit.  mxl.  The 
acetates  were  tested  and  proved  neutral.  After  forty-eight 
hours  there  was  a  very  faint  development  of  the  green 
colouration  in  No.  1  tube,  but  no  change  in  the  other  two 
tubes  after  a  week.  Before  the  days  of  antipyrine  he  (the 
lecturer)  had  observed  that  acetates  prevented  the  incom- 
patible action  of  spt.  oath.  nit.  with  iodides  and  bromides, 
and  expected  they  would  act  similarly  in  the  case  of  anti- 
pyrine, in  which  he  was  not  mistaken.  But  to  secure  this 
result  the  acetate  must  be  fixed  with  either  of  the  incom- 
patible substances  To  act  on  Professor  Caspari's  sugges- 
tion is  therefore  only  necessary  in  the  absence  of  an  acetate. 

In  the  discussion  which  followed  the  point  was  raised  as 
to  whether  the  compound  of  antipyrine  and  sweet  spirit  of 
nitre  was  injurious. 

The  President  said  he  had  never  found  the  colouration 
take  place,  as  his  sweet  spirit  of  nitre  was  always  in  good 
condition. 

Mr.  D.  Watson  said  medical  men  should  be  told  that  the- 
incompatibility  of  sweet  nitre  and  antipyrine  was  easily  got 
over. 

The  President  added  that  the  theory  as  to  its  being  in- 
jurious had  been  exploded  for  some  time,  the  combination 
made  a  most  valuable  prescription. 

A  Dispensing  Queey. 

Mr.  LAING  submitted  a  query  as  to  dispensing  the  follow- 
ing prescription : — ■ 

Quin.  disulpll.         ...       ...       ...  5ss. 

Ung.  bismuthi  oleat.  ...       ...  *ss. 

Ung.  bydraig.  oleat. ...       ...       ...  oss. 

M.    Ft.  ung. 

Oleates  to  be  neutral. 
He[said  that  when  dispensed  with  a  white  soft  paraffin  base 
the  ointment  turned  a  green  colour  in  a  short  time,  but  when 
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dispensed  with  a  yellow  paraffin  the  green  colour  was  not 
developed.  The  query  was — What  was  the  cause  of  the  dis- 
colouration 1 

In  the  course  of  a  discussion,  Mr.  Laing  suggested  that 
the  colouration  might  have  been  caused  by  some  chemical 
used  in  bleaching  the  soft  paraffin. 

Ung.  Bismithi  Oleatis. 

Mr.  David  Watson  pointed  to  the  absence  of  any  official 
■or  unofficial  formula  for  this.  He  usually  dispensed  pre- 
scriptions containing  20  per  cent,  of  oleate  of  bismuth  when 
no  definite  quantity  was  mentioned. 

Mr.  Dunlop  said  he  had  always  dispensed  according  to 
•the  prescription  of  Professor  McCall  Anderson,  which  con- 
tained 10  per  cent. 

The  President  stated  that  one  medical  man  whom  he 
knew  ordered  5  per  cent.,  and  another  20  per  cent.  It  was 
unfortunate  there  was  no  official  recognition  of  these  oleates. 
In  Edinburgh  the  custom  was  to  dispense  with  20  per  cent. 

Mr.  Watson  stated  that  he  would  continue  his  inquiries 
among  medical  men  in  order  to  get  a  consensus  of  opinion, 
and  report  to  a  future  meeting. 

Ppoposed  Monthly  Meetings. 

The  President  gave  notice  that  at  the  annual  business 
•meeting  he  would  move  that  the  meetings  of  the  Association 
be  held  monthly  instead  of  fortnightly  in  future.  He  hoped 
by  this  an  improvement  would  be  effected  in  the  attendance. 
Several  members  thought  they  would  get  a  better  attend- 
ance if  they  reverted  to  Thursday-night  meetings. 

The  Presidency. 

Mr.  Currie  intimated  that  he  meant  to  retire  from  the 
office  of  President  this  year.  He  had  held  the  office  for  the 
past  six  years. 


PLYMOUTH,  DEVONPORT,  STONEHOUSE,  AND 
DISTRICT  CHEMISTS'  ASSOCIATION. 

On  March  16  Mr.  J.  D.  Turney,  Ph.C,  gave  a  very  interest- 
ing lecture  on  "  Foliage-leaves  and  their  Structure,"  illus- 
trated by  lantern-slides  prepared  by  himself,  to  a  large  and 
representative  audience  at  the  Association  rooms.  On  the 
motion  of  the  Chairman  (Mr.  Jas.  Cocks),  a  vote  of  thanks 
was  passed  to  Mr.  Turney  for  his  lecture,  and  one  to  Mr.  J. 
Maurice  for  presenting  a  lantern  and  accessories  to  the 
Association. 


CHEMICAL  SOCIETY. 

At  the  meeting  of  March  17,  the  attraction  was  the  presence 
of  Professor  Brauner  from  Prague,  the  well-known  worker  on 
the  rare  earths.  After  the  usual  formal  business,  the 
President  read  another  announcement  by  the  Council,  from 
which  it  appeared  that  Messrs.  Harden  and  Hartog  had 
given  notice  of  their  intention  to  move  two  resolutions  at  the 
annual  meeting  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  plebiscite  of 
the  Society  on  the  subject  of  the  proposed  supplemental 
charter.  The  answer  of  the  Secretaries  was  also  read,  setting 
forth  at  some  length  that  the  resolutions  were  out  of  order, 
inasmuch  as  their  effect  would  be  precisely  the  same  as  pass- 
ing a  by-law  to  enable  the  Fellows  to  vote  by  post  on  this 
matter,  which  had  already  been  rejected  as  repugnant  to  the 
charter.  The  Secretaries,  however,  suggested  that  any 
Fellow  might  move  in  the  matter  at  his  own  expense,  and 
that  if  he  carried  the  Society  and  the  Privy  Council  with 
him  he  would  probably  be  recouped.  After  this  the  reading 
of  the  papers  began.  The  first  was  a  physico-chemical 
paper, 

The  Reduction  op  Bromic  Acid  and  the  Law  of 
Mass  Action. 

Messrs  Winifred  Judson,  B.Sc  ,  and  J.  Wallace  Walker, 
M.A.,  Ph.D.,  have  investigated  the  velocity  of  the  reduction 
of  bromic  acid  by  hydrobromic  acid,  and  find  that,  in  the 
presence  of  a  large  quantity  of  sulphuric  acid,  the  reaction 
is  bimolecular.  whereas  in  the  absence  of  sulphuric  acid  it  is 
tetramolecular. 
'J  he  second  was  on 


The  Action  of  Febric  Chloride  on  the  Ethereal 
Salts  of  Ketone  Acids. 

Messrs.  R.  S.  Morrell,  M.A.,  Ph.D.,  and  J.  M.  Crafts, 
B  A.,  B.Sc,  state  that  when  anhydrous  ferric  chloride  dis- 
solved in  absolute  ether  is  added  to  an  ethereal  solution  of 
ethylic  ketophenylparaconate  or  the  lactone  of  oxalcitric 
acid,  a  red  oil  separates. 
Mr.  T,  C  Porter  followed  with  a 

Note  on  the  Volatility  of  Sulphur. 

During  the  analysis  of  some  pumice  rock  from  Teneriffe, 
the  author  was  led  to  the  conclusion  that  sulphur  is  volatile 
at  100°  C.  After  a  series  of  experiments  he  proved  this,  a 
very  sensible  deposit  being  observed  in  a  few  minutes.  The 
volatilised  drops  remain  fluid  for  days  at  ordinary  tem- 
peratures. 

Professor  McLeod,  in  the  discussion  which  followed,  said 
that  some  similar  experiments  had  been  carried  out  by  Mr. 
Douglas  Herman  in  1860,  though  tbey  had  not  been 
published.  Herman  found  that  sulphur  could  be  volatilised 
in  a  vacuum  when  heated  to  the  temperature  of  boiling 
water,  and  that  the  vapour  condensed  in  drop3  on  the  cool 
parts  of  the  tube,  and  remained  liquid  for  many  days. 
Octahedral  crystals  were  formed  at  the  expense  of  the  drops 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  crystals,  the  drops  gradually 
evaporating  whilst  the  crystals  increased  in  size;  prismatic 
crystals  were  very  rarely  seen.  When  phosphorus  is  heated 
in  vacuo  by  the  warmth  of  the  hand,  its  vapour  also  is  de- 
posited in  drops,  although,  as  in  the  case  of  sulphur,  the 
vapour  had  not  been  heated  to  the  melting-point  of  the 
solid.  Iodine  at  once  forms  crystals  under  similar  condi- 
tions, no  liquid  being  deposited. 

Mr.  Page  remembered  the  exhibition  of  specimens,  and 
Mr.  Groves  and  the  President  took  part  in  the  discussion, 
the  latter  pointing  out  that  the  vapour-tension  of  sulphur  at 
100°  amounted  to  06  m.m.,  a  number  which  had  prevented 
its  use  for  the  construction  of  vacuum-vessels.  The  next 
paper  was  by  Messrs.  T.  B.  Wood,  M.A.,  W.  T.  N.  Spivey, 
M.A.,  and  T.  H.  Easterfield,  M.A.,  Ph.D.,  on 

Cannabinol. 

It  gave  an  account  of  the  authors'  researches  for  some 
time  past  on  this  uninviting  substance.  They  obtain  similar 
compounds  to  those  described  by  Professor  Dunstan  and  Mr. 
Henry,  but  assign  different  formula}.  On  boiling  they  obtain 
a  hydrocarbon,  C,0H,6;  and  by  oxidation  with  dilute  acids, 
&c,  they  obtain  a  caproic  acid. 

No  remarks  were  passed  on  the  paper,  and  the  meeting 
settled  itself  down  to  the  first  of  Dr.  Brauner's  four 
papers — viz.,  "  Contributions  to  the  Chemistry  of  Thorium." 
He  obtained,  after  numerous  crystallisations,  a  double  salt  of 
thorium  and  ammonium  oxalate,  with  a  certain  amount  of 
free  oxalate,  but  from  this  he  obtained  a  "  complex "  salt, 
ammonium  thoroxalate,  from  whose  analysis  the  atomic 
weight  could  be  calculated  Th  =  232  59,  as  a  test  of  the 
purity  of  the  salt.  The  next  paper,  "  On  the  Atomic  Weight 
of  Thorium,"  told  of  the  determination.  The  purity  of  the 
material  was  shown  by  the  spark-spectrum.  The  average 
result  was  Th  =  232  42,  agreeing  with  that  of  Kruss  and 
Nilson,  Th  =  232  45.  In  the  third  paper,  "On  the  Com- 
pound Nature  of  Cerium,"  the  author  showed  how  modern 
methods  enabled  an  unsuspected  impurity  to  be  detected.  In 
cerite  he  finds  proof  of  the  presence  of  an  element  of  atomic 
weight  =  110  contaminating  the  cerium. 

On  Praseodidymium  and  Nhodidymium. 

Von  Welsbach  in  1885  split  up  the  element  didymium 
into  two  elements:  praseodym,  Pr=143  6,  and  neodym, 
Nd  =  140  8.  Since  then  no  work  on  the  subject  has  been 
published.  The  author  described  the  salts  of  praseo-  and 
neodidymium.  He  finds  that  the  atomic  weights  given  by 
Welsbach  must  be  reversed.  He  thinks  that  the  eighth 
series  of  the  periodic  system  will  assume  the  following 
form : — 

i  ir  in  iv  v  vi 

Cs.         Ba.  La.  Ce.         Pr.  Net. 

133        1374        138-2        139  7        141  1436 
After  a  few  congratulatory  remarks  by  the  President 
the  meeting  closed  ;  and  the  members  proceeded  to  examine 
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the  specimens  shown  by  Dr.  Brauner  and  Mr.  Porter,  not  to 
mention  the  "remains"  which  were  displayed  upstairs  in 
the  coffee-room. 


ABERDEEN  PHARMACEUTICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

The  adjourned  annual  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held 
<m  March  9  to  discuss  the  committee's  report  on  education, 
Mr.  James  Clark,  Ph.C.  (President),  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Giles,  convener  of  the  Education  Committee,  in 
moving  the  adoption  of  the  report,  explained  fully  all  the 
steps  taken  by  the  committee,  and  the  plan  they  proposed  to 
adopt  to  enable  them  to  equip  the  rooms  and  guarantee  a 
minimum  salary  to  a  capable  teacher.  Mr.  A.  L.  Bruce 
seconded,  and  a  discussion  followed,  which  was  freely  taken 
part  in  by  the  members  present ;  but  so  well  had  the  com 
mitteedone  their  work  that  almost  every  point  brought  forward 
had  been  anticipated,  and  ultimately  the  report  was 
unanimously  adopted.  The  following  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  make  all  the  necessary  arrangements — viz.,  Messrs. 
Clark,  Giles,  Patersou,  and  J.  Cruickshank. 

The  committee  reported  that  the  Secretary  had  sent  a 
circular-letter  to  all  the  local  secretaries  of  the  Pharmaceu- 
tical Society  north  of,  but  not  including,  Dundee,  asking 
them  to  answer  the  following  queries  : — 

1st.  What  might  be  the  number  of  unqualified  assistants  and 
apprentices  in  your  district  ? 

£nd.  Have  you  any  idea  where  they  usually  go  for  study  ? 

3rd.  Are  there  an}'  classes  in  your  district  suited  for  pharma- 
ceutical students? 

4th.  Do  you  think  it  likely  that  students  in  your  district  would 
prefer  Aberdeen  to  other  and  more  expensive  centres  if  a  good 
school  was  established  ? 

Thirteen  of  the  fifteen  local  secretaries  replied  to  the 
effect  that,  if  a  properly-equipped  school  of  pharmacy  were 
established  in  Aberdeen  under  a  capable  teacher,  the  young 
men  from  their  districts  would  prefer  Aberdeen  to  the  more 
expensive  centres  in  the  south.  The  number  of  apprentices 
and  unqualified  assistants  in  the  various  districts  amounted 
to  about  300,  which,  added  to  the  number  in  Aberdeen,  gave 
a  total  of  over  400  available  students.  After  these  replies 
had  been  received  and  considered,  a  few  pharmacy  teachers 
in  the  south  were  written  to  asking  the  probable  cost  of 
fitting-up  an  efficient  laboratory  for  accommodating  twenty 
students.  In  reply,  a  very  exhaustive  report  had  been  re- 
ceived from  Mr.  G.  F.  Merson,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  who  went 
fully  into  every  detail,  and  after  further  consideration  and 
discussion  the  committee  came  to  the  unanimous  opinion 
that,  provided  the  Association  were  fortunate  in  securing  the 
services  of  a  capable  and  energetic  teacher,  an  arrangement 
might  be  come  to  whereby  the  rooms  at  present  occupied  by 
the  Association  could  be  remodelled  and  properly  equipped 
at  an  outlay  of  an  additional  sum  of  50/. 


CAMBRIDGE  PHARMACEUTICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Cambridge  Pharmaceutical  Association, 
on  March  12,  it  was  announced  that,  owing  to  illness,  Pro- 
fessor J.  Reynolds  Green,  F.R.S.,  Sc.D.,  was  unable  to  deliver 
his  lecture  on  "  Some  of  the  Mechanisms  of  Plants."  Mr. 
Alderman  Deck,  F.C.S.,  presided  over  a  large  attendance, 
among  those  present  being  Messrs.  C.  S.  Addison,  G. 
McAvoy,  A.  Sidney  Campkin,  J.P.,  Bernhard  S.  Campkin,  and 
H.  F.  Cook.  Mr."  E.  Saville  Peck,  B.A.,  kindly  gave  an 
account  of  a  trip  to  the  Norwegian  fiords,  illustrated  by 
lantern-slides  from  photos  taken  on  the  journey.  At  the 
conclusion  the  Chairman  proposed  a  vote  of  thanks,  which 
was  seconded  by  Mr.  A.  Sidney  Campkin,  and  which  Mr. 
Peck  briefly  acknowledged. 

MEAT  EXTRACTS. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Society  of  Arts  on  March  23,  Mr. 
C.  R.  Valentine  read  a  paper  on  "The  Preparation  of 
Meat-extracts."  Mr.  Michael  Carteighe  was  in  the  chair. 
Mr.  Valentine,  in  opening  the  subject,  said  his  object 
was  to  point  out  how  Australia  might  still  further 
develop  the  important  trade  in  dietetic  preparations 
which  it  was  at  present  developing.  The  uses  of  extract 
of  meat  as  a  substitute  for  alcoholic    beverages  and  for 


use  in  transport  services  were  alluded  to,  and  a  brief 
historical  sketch  of  Liebig's  researches  given.  The 
general  principles  laid  down  by  Baron  von  Liebig  were 
adhered  to  to-day,  although  the  lecturer  thought  the  full 
significance  of  Liebig's  teachings  was  not  yet  fully 
appreciated.  The  preparation  of  extract  was  next  dealt 
with.  Great  care  is  taken  that  before  commencing  the 
manufacture  of  the  extract  all  animal  heat  is  eliminated,  the 
carcases  being  submitted  to  a  cooling  process.  The  meat  is 
then  cut  up  by  machinery,  and  put  into  steam-jacketed 
pans  with  its  own  weight  of  water,  and  stewed  at  175°  F. 
for  twenty  minutes.  The  "soup"  is  drawn  off,  the  residue 
pressed,  and  the  mixed  liquids  evaporated  in  vacuum-pans  to 
a  pasty  consistence.  A  bullock  weighing  400  lbs. 
yields  10  lbs.  of  extract.  The  by-products  of  the  factories 
are  systematically  dealt  with,  as  this  part  of  the 
business  is  one  yielding  considerable  profit.  The  sweetbreads 
were  used  for  making  pancreatin.  Allusion  was  made  to 
Armour's  immense  works  at  Chicago,  where  the  utilisation  of 
by-products  was,  the  lecturer  said,  carried  on  to  perfection. 
A  tribute  was  paid  to  Brand  &  Co..  of  Mayfair,  who  were 
the  pioneers  of  the  meat-extract  trade  in  England.  The 
relative  stock-statistics  of  Australia  and  America  were  dealt 
with,  the  lecturer  giving  it  as  his  opinion  that  the  American 
trade  would  eventually  be  entirely  in  frozen  meat,  whilst 
Australia  would  mainly  supply  extract.  There  was  also,  the 
lecturer  continued,  a  decided  preference  for  Australian  ex- 
tract, which  he  contended  possessed  a  fuller  and  finer  flavour 
than  American. 

In  the  discussion  which  followed,  Mr.  Donaldson,  of 
Armour  &  Co.,  spoke  of  the  difficulties  they  had  in  com- 
peting against  impure  extracts,  and  hoped  the  Adulteration 
Bill  would  deal  with  the  subject. 

Mr.  M.  Carteighe,  in  proposing  a  vote  of  tbanks,  said  he 
thought  that  extract  made  from  beef  was  preferable  to  that 
made  from  mutton,  and  spoke  of  the  extreme  value  of 
extract  of  meat  as  a  nerve-stimulant,  although  it  was  not  in 
itself  a  perfect  food. 

Mr.  Valentine,  in  replying,  said  his  contention  was  that 
Australia  should  only  import  extract  of  meat  in  the  pure 
state  and  leave  it  to  be  mixed  in  this  countiy  with  the 
various  substances  added  to  several  much-advertised  pre- 
parations with  a  view  to  increasing  its  food-value.  Extract 
of  meat  was  a  pick-me-up  and  not  a  food,  he  added,  but 
could  be  put  to  thousands  of  uses  by  a  practical  housewife 
or  cook. 

The  lecture  was  illustrated  by  lantern-slides  of  Australian 
and  New  Zealand  scenery  and  extract-works. 


Wills  of  Deceaeeo  Cbemists. 


The  will  of  Mr.  J.  W.  Style,  pharmaceutical  chemist  and 
druggist,  late  of  Peckham,  who  died  on  April  8,  1896,  has 
been  proved  by  Mrs.  Style,  the  widow  and  sole  executrix 
of  the  testator,  whose  personal  estate  is  sworn  at  2,398/.  3s.  3d. 

The  will  of  Mr.  George  Patterson,  retired  chemist  and 
druggist,  6  Church  Walk,  Ulverstone,  who  died  on  August 
13,  is  proved  by  Mrs.  Patterson,  the  widow  and  sole 
executrix  of  the  testator,  whose  personalty  is  sworn  at 
2  445/.  5s.  lOd.  gross,  and  2,3S4/.  0s.  U. 

The  will  of  Mr.  W.  A.  Waters,  chemist  and  druggist,  Rye, 
Sussex,  who  died  on  December  30,  is  proved  by  his  son,  Mr. 
W.  A.  Waters,  chemist's  assistant,  and  Mr.  Walter  Dawes, 
solicitor.  Rye,  by  whom  the  testator's  personalty  is  sworn  at 
3,839/.  16s.'lltf.  gross,  and  3,656/.  lis.  10(2.  net. 

Letters  of  administration  to  the  estate  of  Mr.  Owen  R. 
Barnard,  chemist  and  druggist,  97  Stansted  Road,  Forest 
Hill,  Surrey,  who  died  on  September  21,  intestate  and  un- 
married, bave  been  granted  to  his  father,  Rev.  Kobert  Barnard, 
by  wdiom  the  deceased's  personalty  is  sworn  at  139/.  6s.  4^/. 

The  will  of  Mr.  Edwin  Sansom,  chemist  and  druggist 
(retired),  Stone  Lea  Abbey  Road,  Barrow-in-Furness,  who 
died  on  February  24.  1897,  has  been  proved  by  his  brother, 
Mr.  J.  B.  SandersoD,  of  the  Waverley  Temperance  Hotel, 
and  Mr.  J.  J.  Waddington,  10  Harlington  Street,  both  of 
Barrow-in-Furness.  The  testator's  personalty  is  sworn  at 
843/.  19s.  4rf.  gross,  and  782/.  6s.  net. 
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©ur  Gown  traveller. 


BUSINESS  is  good  just  now  amongst  the  drug  and  sundries 
trade  in  London.  Our  representative  has  not  heard 
much  grumbling  (luring  his  recent  rounds,  and  many  express 
the  opinion  that  the  disturbance  of  trade  in  consequence  of 
the  Jubilee  has  at  last  been  got  over.    At  the  showrooms  of 

Messbs.  Barclay  &  Sons  (Limited), 

95  Farringdon  Street,  E.G.,  there  are  many  new  ideas  to  be 
seen,  among  them  a  cheap  line  in  bath-gloves,  all  new 
colours  and  designs,  for  the  summer  season.  The  firm  have 
also  nicely-decorated  4-oz.  tins  of  fullers'  earth  and  violet 
powder,  wit  h  name  printed  on  top  and  each  tin  rilled.  Smart 
young  chemists  may  sell  these  as  a  "  6d.  article  reduced  to 
3g«Z."  with  impunity,  success,  and  a  considerable  profit. 
The  tins  may  be  had  either  empty  or  filled,  at  customer's 
option.  The  "  Popular  "Vaporiser,"  which  sells  at  6d.,  has  some 
new  features,  the  most  noticeable  being  the  feet  which  raise 
the  lamp  from  the  object  on  which  it  stands,  thus  saving  de- 
struction to  tables  by  contact  with  the  heat.  Another  com- 
pact toilet- box  contains  a  hog-bristle  shaving-brush  and 
metal  bowl,  retailing  at  Is.  each ;  a  better  variety,  with 
badger-hair  brush  and  porcelain  dish,  retails  at  2s.  6d.  The 
new  6d.  long-shaped  sachets  are  also  sure  to  be  popular. 
They  are  shaped  like  a  billet-doux,  and  have  a  very  elegant 
appearance  and  delightful  perfume.  Acres  of  puff-boxes 
were  on  view,  with  Alpine  scenes  surrounded  by  edelweiss- 
blosscms  and  English  views  surrounded  by  apple-blossoms, 
chrysanthemums,  and  roses,  in  colours  and  designs  too 
numerous  to  mention,  but  all  of  them  charming.  The  firm 
now  graduate  their  sixpenny  "Baby  Bunting"  feeder.  A 
ladies'  hair-brush,  with  bristles  of  white  whalebone,  is  a 
novelty,  and  ladies  with  abundant  tresses  will  Bnd  it  a  boon. 
There  seems  no  end  to  the  ingenuity  of  perfume-bottles  and 
perfume-spray  manufacturers,  but  the  "  hobnail  "  pattern  in 
bottles,  factd  with  all  colours  (rose,  lilac,  mignonette,  green, 
&c).  and  the  oval  shape  in  sprays,  tinted  down  in  rainbow, 
green,  iridescent,  ruby,  and  rose,  seem  to  be  the  latest 
evolutions.  The  rage  in  sprays  is  for  small  sizes,  parti- 
coloured glass  with  gilt  mounts,  and  these  are  a  decided 
advantage  to  Benedicts,  as  they  do  not  require  so  much 
perfume  to  fill  them.  The  "Nansen"  is  a  new  conceit  in 
smelling-bottles ;  the  bottle  is  of  a  peculiar,  squat,  inde- 
scribable shape,  handsomely  cut,  the  cork  and  top  part  of 
the  bottle  being  tinted  down  to  represent  the  Aurora  Borealis. 
Amongst  other  sundries  to  be  noted  are  "  Moth-preventer," 
in  metal  box  with  perforated  bottom,  and  pot  pourri,  in  4-oz. 
wide-mouth  bottles,  with  screw  caps  and  fancy  labels,  all  of 
which  are  sixpenny  articles. 

Messes.  Fassett  &  Johnson, 

of  31,  32,  and  33  Snow  Hill,  E.C.,  have  just  received  from 
Messrs.  Seabury  &;  Johnson,  of  New  York,  a  new  aseptic 
ligature,  which  has  been  well  taken  up  by  American 
surgeons,  and  which  is  likely  to  prove  as  popular  on  this 
side.  Each  string  (which  is  either  of  catgut  or  twisted  silk), 
after  preliminary  treatment,  is  sealed  in  a  special  germ-proof 
inner  capsule.  The  sealed  capsule  and  contents  are  then 
sterilised  by  heating  in  cumol  (a  liquid  coal-tar  product  of 
hierh  aseptic  value  with  a  boiling-point  of  from  160°  to 
170°  C.)  for  an  hour  at  a  temperature  of  330°  F.,  after  which 
the  capsules  are  removed  from  the  steriliser  and  the  cumol 
completely  expelled.  Each  dry  capsule  is  then  protected  by 
an  individual  container  sealed  with  its  own  label.  This 
ensures  each  ligature  reaching  the  hands  of  the  surgeon 
direct  from  the  steriliser,  and  avoids  the  possibility  of  its 
becoming  infected  through  any  intermediate  handling.  The 
ligatures  are  supplied  in  various  sizes  from  No.  0  to  No  4,  the 
catgut  variety  being  30  inches  and  the  silk  1  yard  in  length 
"  Another  thing,"  said  Mr.  Fassett  to  our  representative, 
"  which  TriE  Chemist  and  Druggist,  as  the  leading  trade 
journal,  ought  to  take  up  is  the  subject  of  belladonna-plasters. 
We  do  not  object  to  anyone  selling  cheaper  belladonna- 
plasters  than  ours,  but  we  strongly  object  to  their  selling  as 
'belladonna-plaster'  a  plaster  which  has  only  the  faintest 
pretensions  to  the  name  by  reason  of  its,  perhaps,  being 
made  with  a  few  drops  of  belladonna  sprinkled  over  the 
surface."    After  referring  to  the  examination  of  the  plasters 


made  by  Mr.  J.  Kutherford  Hill  (6*.  ,y  I).,  January  23, 
1897,  page  118),  Mr.  Fassett  showed  our  representative  a 
report  of  assays  of  belladonna-plasters  made  in  the  United 
States,  and  sold  under  their  manufacturers'  own  names  ("  A'" 
to  "  F,''  as  below),  which  gave  the  following  results: — 

A's  (S.  &  J.'sj   0-500  per  cent,  alkaloid 

B's    0-045  „ 

C's    0-042 

D's    0056 

E's    0020  „ 

F's    0-078 

In  Canada  the  official  analyst  at  Montreal,  he  said,  had 
reported  similar  results  from  a  recent  examination  of  various- 
makes  of  belladonna-plasters  obtained  in  that  city. 

Southwark  Street  is  becoming  a  great  locality  for  whole- 
sale drug  firms.  Passing  thro-jgh  it  a  few  days  since,  I 
called  at  No.  130,  to  see  what 

Messes.  H.  E.  Stevenson  &  Co. 

had  to  show  me.  There  was  no  need  to  inquire  how  busi- 
ness was.  During  the  half-hour  which  Mr.  Stevenson 
courteously  gave  me  we  were  interrupted  six  times  by  urgent 
requests  ior  Mr.  Stevenson's  personal  attention.  Foreign 
orders  were  especially  in  evidence,  those  in  hand  at  the 
time  of  my  visit  being  from  the  Continent,  South  Africa, 
Australia,  and  India. 

"  Any  additions  to  the  1  Othniel '  brand  lately,  Mr.  Steven- 
son 1 "  1  inquired. 

"  Well,  there  are  the  miscible  extracts  of  coca,  kola,  cin- 
chona, ginger,  and  hops  for  the  preparation  of  the  corre- 
sponding wines  or  essences.  Of  course,  we  put  up  these 
wines  in  bottles  ready  for  retail,  or  we  supply  them  in  bulk 
of  25-gal.  casks,  but  some  pharmacists  have  an  antipathy  to 
holding  wine-licences.  To  these  we  supply  a  special  soluble 
wine-essence  in  bulk,  for  sale  to  the  public,  to  be  added  to 
their  own  wines,  using  them  in  the  proportion  of  1  oz.  to  the 
pint  in  each  case.  The  quinine  and  coca  wine,  of  course, 
requires  no  wine-licence." 

■•  So  the  '  miscible  extract '  idea  has  caught  on,  has  it  ?  " 

"  It  has,  and  no  mistake.  We  have  consistently  advocated 
it  in  the  C.  <y  &■  for  years,  and  others  are  taking  it  up,  now 
that  it  has  been  proved  so  successful." 

"Any  new  summer  lines  1 " 

"  Yes,  we  have  introduced  lately  what  we  think  will  be  a 
good  side-line  for  chemists.  That's  the  sort  of  thing" 
(handing  me  a  very  showy  bottle  of  concentrated  lemon- 
squash)  ;  "  these  are,  as  you  see,  handsome-tinted  squares 
(reputed  quarts),  with  an  artistic  label,  and  a  gross  or  two 
of  those  ought  to  make  an  effective  window-display  for 
summer  or  autumn  trade,  don't  you  think  ?" 

This  could  not  be  gainsaid,  so  we  turned  to  the  soluble 
essences. 

"  These  concentrated  soluble  essences  always  go  well  in 
the  summer,  as  they  are  so  handy,  and  so  economical  for 
making  aerated  beverages  and  fruit  syrups.  By  the  way, 
have  you  seen  the  neat  little  coppers  in  which  we  export  the 
oils  of  lemon  and  bergamot?  These  oils  are  as  obtained 
from  one  of  the  largest  Sicilian  manufacturers,  and  each 
copper  bears  a  guarantee  of  absolute  purity  and  strength." 


"flew  3BooK0. 
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Surgery.    8vo.    21s.  net.  (Hirschfeld.) 
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THE  incomplete  correspondence  published  last  week  did 
not  fully  show  what  had  been  done  by  the  President  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland  to  get  the  subject  of 
company  pharmacy  brought  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Lords,  which  is  now 
considering  the  Companies  Acts. 

The  first  letter  (published  last  week)  was  from  the 
Registrar  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland  to  the 
Registrar  of  Joint-stock  Companies  in  Dublin.  The  letter 
stated  that  the  President  was  informed  that  the  purpose  of 
the  Companies  Acts  was  "to  enable  any  seven  or  more 
persons  associated  for  any  lawful  purpose  "  to  form  them- 
selves into  a  company  and  be  registered.  It  had  come  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  Council  of  the  Society  that  companies 
'had  been  incorporated  and  registered  for  purposes  that  the 
individual  members  of  the  corporation  were  disqualified  by 
law  to  engage  in — viz.,  for  keeping  open  shops  for  the  retail- 
ing, dispensing,  or  compounding  of  poisons  within  the 
meaning  of  the  Irish  Pharmacy  Act — and  asking  the 
Registrar  if  there  was  any  process  in  his  office  by  which 
he  could  intervene  to  oppose  such  registration  on  applica- 
tion, or  to  obtain  the  cancellation  of  such  registration  where 
it  had  already  been  obtained. 

In  reply  to  the  Registrar  of  Joint-stock  Companies'  request 
to  be  furnished  with  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  com- 
ipanies  referred  to,  the  following  letter  was  sent : — ■ 

The  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland, 

67  Lower  Mount  Street,  Dublin, 

24th  January,  1898. 
Sm, — In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  21st  inst.,  I  am  directed  by 
the  President  to  inform  you  that  the  following  are  the  names  and 
addresses  of  some  of  the  most  recently  formed  of  the  corporations 
■to  which  he  referred : — 


Hamilton,  Long  &  Co.,  Ltd., 

G  rattan  &  Co.,  Ltd., 

Cork  Chemical  and  Drug  Co. 

Kiloh  &  Co.,  Ltd., 
*J.  Waters  &  Son,  Ltd., 
*J.  Quirk,  Ltd., 
♦Byrne's  Medical  Hall,  Ltd., 

H.  Williams  &  Co.,  Ltd., 
tFannin  &  Co.,  Ltd., 

Samuel  Gibson  &  Co.,  Ltd., 


Ltd. 


Dublin 
Belfast 
Cork 


Tullamore 
Drogheda 
Dublin 

Belfast 


The  company  marked  +  was  formed  immediately  after  the  suc- 
••eessi'ul  prosecution  of  the  Arm  by  the  Society  for  breaches  of  the 
Pharmacy  Act. 

The  companies  marked  *  were  formed  to  avoid  threatened 
prosecution  of  the  unqualified  proprietors. 

I  am  also  directed  to  transmit  to  you  the  enclosed  prospectus 
of  "  Ulster  Chemists,  Limited,"  and  to  point  out  that,  while  by 
-clause  3  of  the  Memorandum  of  Association  (page  7),  one  of  the 
objects  is  to  carry  on  business  as  pharmaceutical  chemists  and 
compounders  of  medicines,  only  one  of  the  directors — Mr.  R.  W. 
McKnight — is  qualified  in  that  behalf  according  to  law.  Messrs. 
Gibson  and  McCrea  are  only  qualified  to  deal  in  poisons ;  while 
Colonel  McCalmont  and  Mr.  Needham  have  no  qualification  under 
■our  Acts.  I  am,  &c, 

Arthur  T.  Ferrall,  Registrar. 

The  Assistant  Registrar  of  Joint-stock  Companies. 

The  following  was  the  reply  from  the  Companies'  Registra- 
tion Office : — 

Companies'  Registration  Office, 
Custom  House,  Dublin, 

26th  January,  1898. 
Sir,— In  reference  to  your  letters  of  the  19th  and  24th  inst. 
on  the  subject  of  the  registration  of  certain  companies,  I  beg  to 
inform  you  that  the  companies  which  you  name  appear  to  have 
•complied  with  the  requirements  of  the  Companies  Acts  and  to 
have  been  properly  registered,  and  it  is  outside  my  province  to 
take  any  action  in  the  direction  you  mention,  or  to  advise  you  in 
the  matter. 

It  is,  however,  open  to  your  Society  to  inspect  on  payment  of 
the  usual  fees  the  registered  documents  in  the  files  of  this  office, 
I  am,  &c„ 

A.  T.  Ferrall,  Esq.,  H.  McDov  "ELL 

Registrar,  Assistant  Registrar. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland. 


Next,  the  President  wrote  to  "The  Chairman  of  the  House 
of  Lords  Committee  "  as  follows  :  — 

The  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland, 

67  Lower  Mount  Street,  Dublin, 

4th  March,  1898. 
My  Lord, — On  behalf  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland, 
I  respectfully  request  the  attention  of  your  Lordship's  Committee 
to  the  apparent  absence  of  inquiry  as  to  whether  the  purpose  for 
which  a  company  is  registered  is  "  lawful " ;  and  I  enclose  you 
copies  of  correspondence,  and  a  memorandum  of  companies 
formed  for  purposes  which  it  would  be  illegal  for  the  members  to 
carry  on  without  the  "  certificate  "  of  the  Registrar  of  Joint-stock 
Companies,  a  position  which  can  hardly  have  been  the  intention 
of  the  Legislature  to  sanction,  and  which  frustrates  the  purposes 
of  special  legislation. 

The  President  and  one  or  two  other  members  of  Council  are 
prepared  to  attend  before  your  Committee  and  give  evidence  at 
their  own  expense. 

From  the  letter  of  the  Registrar  of  Joint-stock  Companies  it 
appears  to  me  that  the  "  lawful  purpose  "  is  not  recognised  as  one 
of  the  requirements  of  the  Acts. 

I  respectfully  suggest  that  a  general  clause,  should  be  inserted  in 
any  Amendment  Act  to  the  effect  that  "  No  company  may  be 
registered  to  do  acts  for  which  a  course  of  education  and  examina- 
tion are  required  to  qualify,  unless  each  member  of  the  company 
is  qualified.  1  have,  &C, 

Robert  J.  Downes, 
To  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  President, 
of  the  House  of  Lords  on  the 

"  Companies  Acts'  Amendment  Bill." 

Memorandum  of  Some  Companies  Formed  to  Evade  the 
Pharmacy  Acta  (Ireland),  1875  and  1890. 

No.  1. — A  leather-dealer,  on  being  warned  by  the  police  against 
compounding  medical  prescriptions  and  selling  poisons,  formed  a 
limited-liability  company  with  a  capital  of  fifty  pounds  (50/.). 
The  shop  is  styled  "  The  Medical  Hall." 

No.  2. — A  "  chemist  and  druggist,"  after  prosecution  for  com- 
pounding, formed  a  limited  company,  which  carries  on  the  com- 
pounding of  medical  prescriptions. 

No.  3. — An  unqualified  trader,  styling  himself  a  "  druggist," 
being  warned,  formed  a  limited  company  and  assumed  the  title 
"chemists  and  druggists." 

No.  4. — A  firm  of  medical  booksellers  and  surgical-instrument 
dealers,  having,  after  repeated  warnings,  been  fined  for  selling 
poisons,  formed  a  limited  company,  and  now  also  compound 
medical  prescriptions. 

No.  5. — A  retired  chandler  carried  on  a  "medical  hall."  On 
inquiries  from  the  police  and  the  Society  he  formed  a  limited 
company. 

No.  6. — An  oil  and  colour  dealer,  having  been  fined  for  selling 
poison,  formed  a  limited  company. 

No.  7. — A  number  of  unqualified  persons — some  of  whom  have 
already  been  fined  for  breaches  of  the  Pharmacy  Acts — have  joined 
with  a  few  qualified  men  in  the  formation  of  a  limited  company  to 
purchase  and  carry  on  the  businesses  of  the  latter,  together  with 
several  other  medical  halls. 

No.  8. — A  limited  company — none  of  the  shareholders  of  whic 
are  qualified — has  recently  been  formed,  with  a  capital  of  200/., 
to  carry  on  a  "  medical  hall."    The  managing  director  is  a  "  co 
tractor,"  and  he  and  a  married  woman  bearing  the  same  surnam 
(presumably  his  wife)  hold  193?.  of  the  capital. 

Mr.  H.  P.  St.  John,  clerk  to  the  Select  Committee,  writing 
on  March  15,  says  : — "  I  beg  to  inform  you  that  your  letter 
with  inclosures  of  the  4th  inst.  has  been  laid  before  the 
Select  Committee  of  this  House  on  the  Companies  Bill,  and 
I  am  instructed  to  say  that  the  Committee  are  of  opinion 
that  it  is  not  expedient  to  extend  their  inquiry  so  as  to  include 
the  subject  which  you  have  brought  under  their  Lordships' 
consideration." 

The  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland 
has  since  addressed  the  following  letter  to  the  Committee  : — 

18th  March,  1898. 
My  Lord, — I  regret  the  decision  of  your  Lordship's  Committee 
in  the  matter  of  my  letter  of  the  4th  inst.,  on  behalf  of  this  Society, 
and  hope  your  Lordship  may  take  a  larger  and  more  interested 
view  of  the  case  when  it  is  brought  before  your  Lordship's 
House. 

The  reply  received  does  not  disclose  your  Lordship's  reasons  for 
declining  the  evidence  offered,  but  I  see  by  the  daily  papers  that 
you  regarded  it  as  "  evidence  on  matters  relating  to  conditions  of 
sale  of  drugs,"  and  that  it  "  was  rather  within  the  province  of  an 
amendment  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Acts,"  and  that  Lord  Shand 
feared  "  we  might  have  the  same  sort  of  thing  from  every  trade  in 
the  United  Kingdom."  The  draft  of  our  resolution  being  to 
protect  those  occupations  "  for  which  a  course  of  education  and 
exnmmation  are  required  to  qualify,"  can  only  protect  those 
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which  it  is  the  intention  and  desire  of  the  Legislature  should  not 
be  followed  except  by  those  with  a  proper  qualification. 

As  was  mentioned  in  our  letter  of  the  4th  inst.  apothecaries, 
who  stand  as  medical  practitioners,  are  involved ;  and,  since  that 
letter  was  written,  in  looking  up  evidence  to  lay  before  the  Com- 
mittee, we  find  one  company  is  actually  registered  with  power  "  to 
carry  on  the  business  of  physicians  and  surgeons." 

That  the  legal  professions  stand  in  no  better  position  must  b? 
evident  to  your  Lordship,  unless  it  be  for  protective  powers 
within  the  profession  itself,  or  Rides  of  Court. 

It  is  not  to  be  expected  that,  because  we  combine,  trade  with  our 
calling,  our  appeal  is  not  to  be  considered  when  we  raise  the  out- 
posts' alarum. 

My  Lord,  it  is  because  this  is  a  general  and  far-reaching  matter 
that  the  Society  seek  for  the  amendment  of  the  "  Companies 
Acts" — where  the  evil  lies,  and  not  for  amendment  of  its  own 
particular  Acts.  To  make  it  a  particular  question  for  our  own 
cult  would  weaken  our  case,  and  make  it  appear  to  be  only  a 
matter  of  trades  unionism  ;  and,  further,  the  case  is  as  much  a 
British  one  as  an  Irish,  and  to  seek  the  amendment  of  our  own 
Act  would  not  only  leave  the  case  untouched  as  regards  Great 
Britain,  but  would  have  the  further  disadvantage  of  being  another 
request  for  Special  Irish  Legislation. 

The  evil  is  in  the  Companies  Acts,  and  ought  to  be  remedied 
there. 

Again,  my  Lord,  craving  your  further  consideration  of  this 
question, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  Lord, 

Your  Lordship's  obedient  servant, 

Robert  J.  Downes, 

President. 

To  the  Right  Honourable 

the  Chairman  of  the  Select  Committeee 

of  the  House  of  Lords  on  the  Companies  Bill. 


mew  Companies  ano  Company 
IRews. 


Southern  States  Oil  Company  (Limited). — Capital 
6,000/.  in  11.  shares.  Objects :  To  acquire,  own,  and  work 
petroleum  and  other  oil-wells  in  Texas,  U.S.A.,  or  else- 
where. 

Vermite  Syndicate  (Limited).— Capital  107/,  in  1/ 
shares.  Objects  :  To  manufacture,  sell,  and  deal  in  a  pre- 
paration for  exterminating  vermin.  Registered  without 
articles  of  association. 

Mayo  &  Rugg  (Limited). — Capital  5,000/.,  in  1/.  shares. 
Objects:  To  cairy  on  the  business  of  mineral  and  aerated 
water  manufacturers  and  merchants.  The  first  directors 
are  : — Edmund  Mayo  and  Edward  Rugg.   Qualification,  200/. 

Rom anis  (Limited).- Capital  3.0C0/ ,  in  5/.  shares.  Ob- 
jects: To  acquire  the  exclush  e  monopoly  for  four  years  to 
import  into  and  sell  in  the  U.K.  the  mineral  waters  derived 
from  the  springs  situate  near  Brohl,  on  the  Rhine,  in  Rbenish 
Prussia.  The  first  directors  are : — R.  Rcitmeyer  and  F.  C. 
Becker.    Qualification,  50/. 

Euxine  Syndicate  (Limited).— Capital  100  0C0Z.  in  11. 
shares.  Objects:  To  acquire  from  Stamati  Coumbary  and 
Rudolph  Farkatch  an  option  over  certain  oil-bearing  leases 
and  premises  situate  in  the  districts  of  Anapa  and  Taman,in 
r,he  Empire  of  Russia,  and  to  deal  in  and  refine  petroleum 
and  other  oils  and  their  producs. 

Chinosol  Hygienic  Company  (Limited). — Capital 
20,000/.,  in  1/  shares.  Objects :  To  adopt  an  agreement 
with  Franz  Fiitsche  and  Leopold  Ostermann,  and  to  carry 
on  the  business  of  chemists,  druggists,  drysalters,  oil  and 
colourmen,  &c.  The  first  subscribers  (each  with  one  share) 
are: — Arthur  Johnson,  Frank  Jackson,  John  W.  Bishop, 
Theodor  Fritz,  Otto  Seelisch,  John  A.  Wink,  and  G.  Cun- 
ningham, all  of  London  or  its  neighbourhood.  Registcied 
without  articles  of  association. 

"Gye  Process"  Fresh  Foods  Company  (Limited).— 
Capital  21,100/ ,  in  1/.  shares  (6.C00  preference,  18,000  ordi- 
nary, aid  1C0  founders').  Objects:  To  enter  into  an  agree- 
ment with  the  Home  and  Foreign  Industries  (Limited),  and 
to  manufacture,  sell,  and  deal  in  "Gye's  Aires- ted  Fiesh 
Foods,"  and  any  preparations  of  medicinal.  therap°utic, 
dietetic,  hygienic,  or  cosmetic  value.    Directors'  qualifica- 


tion, 250  ordinary  or  preference,  or  3  founders'  shares.  Re- 
muneration, 500/.  per  annum,  divisible. 

Boots  (Limited)  have  declared  a  quarterly  dividend  at 
the  rate  of  6  per  cent  per  annum  on  the  preference  shares, 
and  at  the  rate  of  10  per  cent,  per  annum  on  the  ordinal  y 
shares. 

The  Mannheim  Chemical-works  (Verein  Chemischer 
Fabnk,  Mannheim)  made  a  gross  profit  of  1,150,000m. 
last  year,  and  net  profit  of  700,000m.  '(35,000/  ),  from  which 
they  will  pay  an  8-per-cent.  dividend. 

A.  J.  White  (Limited). — The  dividend  warrants  for  the 
fourth  quarterly  payment  on  the  6  per-cent.  cumulative 
preference  shares  in  this  company  will  be  posted  on 
March  31.  Transfers  registered  up  to  March  24,  inclusive, 
will  paiticipate. 

Anglo-Sicilian  Sulphur  Company  (Limited). — An 
interim  dividend  on  tbe  preference  shares  at  the  rate  of 
6  per  cent,  per  annum  (calculated  on  the  amount  per  share 
paid  up)  for  the  half-year  ended  January  31  last  will  be 
payable  on  March  26. 

Magor  (Limited),  Birmingham,  have  resolved  to  pay  an 
interim  dividend  on  the  6-per-cent.  cumulative  preference 
shares  up  to  the  31st  inst.  The  directors  explain  that  it  is 
core  convenient  to  pay  the  dividends  half-yearly  to  March  31 
and  September  30  instead  of  to  Christmas  and  midsummer, 
the  periods  mentioned  in  the  prospectus. 

Singleton  &  Cole  (Limited). — The  profits  of  the 
past  year  amount  to  5,623/ ,  which,  with  3,297/.  brought 
forward,  makes  8,914/.  available  for  dividend,  which  is  pro- 
posed at  the  rate  of  7  per  cent,  per  annum  to  old  and  new 
shareholders.  This  will  absorb  4,197/.  ;  800/.  is  to  he  added 
to  the  reserve  fund,  which  will  bring  it  up  to  4,000/.,  the 
balance  (3,920/  )  to  be  carried  forward. 

Johnson,  Matthey  &  Co.  (Limited),  metal-refiners- 
and  chemical-manufacturers,  Hatton  Garden,  EC,  have  during 
this  week  advertised  for  the  subscription  of  250,000/.  4  per- 
cent, mortgage  debenture  stock  at  102/.  per  cent.  The 
company  was  formed  in  1891  with  a  share  capital  of 
900,000/.  in  30,000  5-per-cent.  preference  and  33,000  ordi- 
nary shares  of  15/.  each,  of  which  300  000/.  of  preference 
and  300,000/  of  ordinary  shares  have  been  issued,  all  being 
held  by  the  members  of  the  late  firm  of  Johnson,  Matthey  k 
Co.  and  their  sons.  The  prospectus  stated  that  "  the  nature 
of  tbe  business  involves  the  continual  purchase  for  refining 
and  sale  of  large  quantities  of  the  precious  metals,  which 
have  to  be  paid  for  on  arrival  in  this  country,  and  as  the 
production  of  these  metals  and  their  import  into  England 
are  largely  increasing,  it  has  become  desirable  in  the  interests 
of  the  business  to  have  the  command  of  an  increased  amount 
of  capital." 

Spratt's  Patent  (Limited)  — The  twelfth  annual  general 
meeting  was  held  on  March  22  Mr.  G.  B.  Batchelor,  who  pre- 
sided, said  that  for  the  fourth  time  in  succession  the  directors 
were  able  to  recommend  a  dividend,  making  12i  per  cent, 
for  the  whole  year,  as  compared  with  10  per  cent,  for  some 
years  previously.  The  business  continued  prosperous,  and 
the  fales  were  increasing.  They  hid  this  year  written  off 
3,000/.  instead  of  2,000/.,  as  hitherto,  from  their  premises, 
plant,  &c,  thinking  it  prudent  to  do  this  in  view  of  the 
large  additions  made  to  their  plant  and  machinery  and  of 
the  extension  to  the  factory  at  Poplar.  The  working  of  the 
Poplar  factory  was  fully  satisfactory.  Spratt's  Patent  (Ger- 
many) continued  to  make  satisfactory  progress,  and  they 
now  paid  dividends  to  this  company.  The  directors  asked 
the  shareholders'  approval  to  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Win- 
grove  as  a  director.  An  agreement  had  been  entered  into 
with  that  gentleman  for  continuing  his  exclusive  services  as 
general  manager  for  at  least  seven  years.  Mr.  Wingrove  was 
appointed  a  director. 

Price's  Patent  Candle  Co.  (Ld  ).— The  annual  meeting 
was  held  at  the  Cannon  Street  Hotel  on  March  18.  Mr. 
Thos.  C.  Wright  in  the  chair.  In  moving  the  adoption  of 
the  report,  the  Chairman  said  that  there  was  at  present  nc- 
indication  of  an  improvement  in  the  profit  rate.  The  con- 
tinued decadence  of  profit  in  the  caudle-trade  was  atti  ibutable- 
to  the  keenness  of  competition.    The  recent  introduction 
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from  America  of  a  paraffin  known  as  "  White  Scale,"  which 
was  capable  of  being  moulded  into  candles  in  the  condition 
in  which  it  was  imported,  and  which  was  sold  at  a  lower 
price  than  semi-refined  wax  prepared  from  crude  paraffin, 
either  Scotch  or  American — the  introduction!  of  this  candle 
material,  and  its  relatively  low  price,  had  stimulated  the 
manufacture  of  paraffin-wax  candles  by  small  makers  all 
over  the  country.  After  explaining  how  the  allowance  for 
depreciation  was  arrived  at  (improved  processes  making 
plant  obsolete),  the  Chairman  said  that,  under  the  head  of 
capital  expenditure,  the  company  had  in  the  last  fifteen 
years  spent  on  the  factories  and  land  117,346/.,  and  had 
written  off  for  depreciation  162,500/.  Consequently  the 
amount  written  off  for  depreciation  had  exceeded  the 
capital  expenditure  by  451,154/.  Fifteen  years  ago  the 
37  500  shares  were  worth  only  their  nominal  value  of  16/.  per 
share,  or  in  the  aggregate  600,000/. ;  that  day,  taking  the 
value  at  38/.  per  share,  which  was  about  the  market  price, 
they  were  worth  in  the  aggregate  1,425  000/.  The  dividend 
for  the  year  was  a  trifle  over  10  per  cent.  The  investments 
yielded  interest  at  the  rate  of  3/.  15s.  5d.  per  cent,  on  their 
market  value,  and  of  3/.  19s.  8c?.  per  cent,  on  their  book 
value.  The  report  was  adopted,  Sir  P.  Spokes,  Deputy- 
Chairman,  seconding. 

United  Alkali  Company. — The  seventh  annual  meeting 
was  held  yesterday  at  Liverpool,  Sir  Charles  Tennant,  Bart., 
President,  in  the  chair.  Mr.  Brock  (Chairman  of  the 
Directors'  Board),  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the  report  and 
accounts,  said  that  the  U.S.A.  Tariff  increased  the  duties  by 
50  per  cent,  on  articles  of  their  manufacture  already  dutiable, 
and  excessive  duties  on  other  articles  previously  admitted 
duty-free.  In  Russia  things  were  not  much  better,  the 
duties  levied  by  those  two  countries  ranging  from  45  per 
cent,  up  to  nearly  400  per  cent,  of  the  free-on-board  values 
of  the  various  articles.  In  France  and  Germany  they  had 
also  heavy  rates  and  duties  to  face.  It  was  evident,  there- 
fore, that  if  they  were  to  retain  this  important  portion  cf 
their  trade — and  they  meant  to  retain  it — they  must  follow 
the  example  of  some  of  their  competitors  and  have  an 
interest  in  manufacturing  in  the  countries  themselves.  They 
had  made  arrangements  with  their  continental  competitors 
by  which  they  were  able  to  retain  a  certain  portion  of  their 
continental  trade  in  alkalies  at  fairly  remunerative  rates. 
Mr.  E.  K.  Muspratt,  in  seconding  the  motion,  alluded  to  the 
craze  which  had  arisen  in  regard  to  manufacturing  by 
electric  processes,  remarking  that  up  to  the  present  they  had 
iio  proof  that  such  processes  could  be  carried  on 
economically,  but  the  directors  were  quite  prepared,  as  soon 
as  that  fact  was  demonstrated,  to  adopt  the  processes.  In 
reply  to  questions,  Mr.  Brock  said  that  they  had  spent  more 
than  the  600,000/.  in  extensions  of  plant,  &c,  but  they  had 
also  had  to  abandon  a  large  quantity  which  had  become 
obsolete.  A  portion  of  the  money  expended  in  new 
buildings  did  relate  to  works  in  America,  but  he  could  not 
prudently  give  more  details  as  to  that.  The  resolution  to 
adopt  the  report  and  accounts,  &c,  was  carried  unanimously. 


IPersonalMee, 


Dr.  Mitchell  Bruce  has  undertaken  to  write  a  short 
biography  of  the  late  Sir  Richard  Quain,  Bart.,  for  early 
publication. 

Hendrik  Ibsen,  the  famous  Norwegian  dramatist,  spent 
the  five  years  from  his  16  h  to  his  21st  year  as  a  chemist's 
pupil  at  Skien,  in  Norway. 

Mr.  Max  Yoigt,  procurist  and  chief  accountant  to 
Schering's  of  Berlin,  celebrated  on  March  15  his  semi-jubilee 
with  the  firm,  on  which  occasion  the  directors  and  staff 
presented  him  with  a  testimonial,  and  the  woikers  gave  him 
an  address. 

Mr.  F.  Janson  Hanbury,  F  L.S  .  of  Messrs.  Allen  & 
Hanburys  (Limited),  Bethnal  Green,  E.,  goe-i  by  the  Lucania, 
this  week  on  a  business-trip  to  the  United  States  and 
Canada.  Any  of  our  subscribers  there  who  wish  to  com- 
municate with  Mr.  Hanbnrv  should  address  him,  c/o  Messrs. 
W.  H.  Schieffelin  &  Co.,  172  William  Street,  New  York. 


Mr.  Robert  Harry  Mitchell,  whose  death  we  an- 
nounced a  fortnight  ago,  was  very  popular  in  Liverpool,  and1 
no  doubt  his  friends  will  be  glad  to  see  his  portrait  repro- 
duced.    He  served  his  apprenticeship  with  Mr.  William 


Wallace,  of  71  St.  Vincent  Street,  Glasgow,  and  from  there' 
went  to  Liverpool  in  1885.  He  filled  situations  in  the  phar- 
macies of  Mr.  R.  C.  Buck,  Breck  Road  ;  Mr.  R.  •  Pheysey, 
Waterloo;  and  Messrs.  Symes  &  Co.,  before  buying'the  busi- 
ness at  Old  Swan  which  lie  carried  on  till  his  death. 

An  interesting  event  has  occurred  in  the  establishment  of 
Messrs.  S.  Maw,  Son  &  Thompson.  The  two  members  of 
their  staff  who  have  been  for  the  longest  period  in  the 


Mr.  Bailey. 

employment  of  the  firm  are  retiring  from  service  this  Lady- 
Day  quarter,  with  the  hearty  good  wishes  of  the  firm  and  of 
their  comrades,  and  in  both  cases  the  firm,  we  learn,  ar& 


Mr.  T.  C.  W.  Martin. 

providing  a  libeial  pension  for  both  of  the^e  gentlemen  irr 
recognition  of  their  exceptionally  long  an  l  faithful  services. 
Mr.  John  Bailey,  the  senior  of  the  two,  Ins  completed  sixty 
years  with  Messrs.  S.  Maw,  Son  &  Thomp;o2.    He  has  fillei 
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various  positions  in  the  house,  and  for  some  years  past  has 
had  charge  of  the  sponge-department.  Mr.  T.  C.  W.  Martin 
has  heen  '-Maw's  town  traveller"  as  long  as  most  of  us 
remember,  and  in  that  capacity  has  come  into  contact  with 
an  immense  number  of  London  chemists,  who  hail  him  as  a 
friend  whenever  he  appears.  He  has  fulfilled  the  function 
of  M.C.  at  a  long  series  of  chemists'  balls,  and  has  bf  en  a 
familiar  figure  at  most  of  the  social  functions  where  London 
chemists  have  gathered.  Mr.  Martin  completed  fifty-four 
years  with  the  firm  on  Thursday  last.  Both  of  these  two 
men  came  into  Maw's  house  as  boys,  and  have  grown  with 
the  business.  We  wish  them  much  happiness  in  their  future 
•well-earned  rest. 

Mr.  Henry  Eraser,  pharmaceutical  chemist  and  Pereira 
medallist,  has  obtained  the  Fyfe  Jamieson  gold  medal  for 
anatomy  at  the  recent  medical  examinations  held  at  Maris- 
■chal  College,  Aberdeen.  Mr.  Fraser  also  takes  first  place  for 
regional  anatomy,  materia  medica  and  therapeutics,  and 
second  for  physiology. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Gibson,  chemist.  King's  Road,  Brighton,  a 
-director  of  the  Brighton  West  Pier  Company,  was  a  witness 
last  week  in  the  action  brought  by  the  company  against 
"  The  Mayor,  &c  ,  of  Brighton,"  for  damages  caused  to  the 
pier  during  the  storm  of  December  4  last,  by,  it  was  alleged, 
the  negligence  of  the  Corporation  in  allowing  baulks  of 
timber  to  remain  unsecured  on  the  beach. 

The  chemists  on  the  new  London  County  Council  have 
been  appointed  to  committee  work  for  the  present  year  as 
follows :— Mr.  T.  H.  W.  Idris  on  the  Main  Drainage,  Water 
■and  Parliamentary  Committees  ;  Mr  J.  McDougall  on  the 
Asylums,  Finance,  Theatres,  Housing  of  the  Working-classes, 
and  Water  Committees;  Mr.  R.  A  Robinson  on  the  Parlia- 
mentary, Establishment,  and  Industrial  Schools  Committees  : 
Mr.  C.  Goddard-Clarke  on  the  Public  Control  and  Parks  and 
Open  Spaces  Committees  ;  and  Colonel  Probyn  on  the  Water, 
Improvements,  and  Highways  Committees. 


Bankruptcies* 


lie  Rupert  Leonard  Gibson,  Loughborough,  Chemist 
and  Druggist. 

The  examination  of  this  bankrupt  was  held  at  the 
Leicester  Bankruptcy  Court  on  March  17.  The  liabilities 
were  set  down  at  435/.  lis.  5a!.,  and  the  assets  133/.  2*.  3d. 
Debtor  stated  that  he  started  business  in  Loughborough 
about  twenty  years  ago,  with  practically  no  capital.  Until  a 
few  years  ago  he  managed  to  earn  a  fairly  good  living, 
although  he  was  never  able  to  save  money.  About  1824  a 
large  firm  of  druggists  opened  a  shop  close  to  his  own,  and 
he  immediately  felt  the  effect  of  their  competition.  Debtor 
also  practised  as  a  dentist.  He  was  first  served  with  a  writ 
three  or  four  years  ago,  and  since  then  he  had  been  paying 
his  creditors  by  the  sale  of  his  stock. 

The  Official  Receiver:  The  stock  is  extremely  small  for  a 
shop  like  yours.  I  suppose  you  have  been  exhausting  your 
stock  to  pay  your  debts  as  far  as  you  could  1 — Yes. 

The  Otficial  Receiver :  Why  did  not  you  look  into  your 
affairs  to  see  how  you  stood  as  soon  as  you  felt  any  pressure  ? 
If  the  creditors  get  5s.  in  the  pound,  it  is  as  much  as  they 
will ;  but  if  you  had  stopped  twelve  months  ago  they  would 
have  got  a  bigger  dividend.  You  have  gone  on  practically 
as  long  as  you  could,  and  your  stock  is  reduced  to  a  mere 
nothing  for  a  shop  of  this  sort. 

Debtor  said  his  failure  was  due  to  the  competition  he  had 
to  contend  with. 

The  examination  was  closed. 


He  Joseph  Edwin  Meredith,  42  CwlifF  Road,  Aberavon, 
Glamorganshire.  Chemist's  Assistant. 
Tn  this  oa=e  the  Official  Receiver's  report  shows 
101/.  19s  5//.  liabilities  and  no  assets.  Insolvency  is 
attributed  to  "  ill-health,  bad  debts,  and  slackness  in  trade." 
Debtor,  it,  appears,  has  been  in  business  since  September, 
1893,  as  a  licensed  victualler,  his  wife  superintending  that, 
branch,  while  he  has  been  engaged  with  his  professional 
duties  He  put,  30/.  of  his  money  into  the  business  and  Irs 
wife  100/  A  creditor  issued  a  writ  against  him  for  60/.  odd 
His  wife  claims  the  furniture.  \ 


(5a3ette» 


PARTNERSHIPS  DISSOLVED. 
Barritt,  G.  L„  and  Byham,  W.  L.,  under  the  stylo  of  Barritt  & 

B.\  linm,  Spalding,  physicians  and  surgeons. 
Bower.  J.,  and  Downham,  W.  G.,  under  the  style  of  DowuLam  &  Co., 

Bradford,  wholesale  ami  retail  chemists  and  druggists. 
Miller.  F,  M.,  and  MacVine,  J.  W.,  under  the  style  of  Miller  & 

MacVine,  Northholmc,  Upper  Clapton,  and  Amhurst  Road,  Stoke 

Newington,  N.,  surgeons  and  apothecaries. 
Rees,  R.,  and  Latham,  G.,  under  the  style  of  Rees  &  Latham,  Wc^t 

Bromwich,  physicians  and  surgeons. 
Shone,  W.  J.,  and  Culhane,  F.  J.  F.,  under  the  style  of  Shone  & 

Culhane,  Great  Marlow,  surgeons. 
Watson,  E.,  and  Boustead,  E.,  under  the  style  of  the  Valnera  Co. 

Liverpool,  patent-medicine  manufacturers  and  vendors. 

THE  BANKRUPTCY  ACTS,  1883  AND  1890. 

Adjudications 

Bourkc,  Isidore  McWilliam,  Nevern  Square,  Earl's  Court,  S.W.,  late 
Red-litre  Square,  West  Kensington,  \V„  doctor  of  medicine. 

Conisbee.  Alfred,  Leatherhead,  veterinary  surgeon. 

Davies,  Charles  Edward  (carrying  on  business  as  P.  H.  Schroder  & 
Co..  also  formerly  as  C.  E.  Davies  &  Co.,  afterwards  and  now  as  Parker, 
Davies  &  Co.),  Monntford  Lodge,  Kent  Road,  Gravesend,  S.B.,  and 
Mincing  Lane,  E.C.,  general  merchant,  disinfectant-manufacturer,  and 
oH-rcfiufr. 

Parkins,  John  Ashley,  Lower  Broughton,  Salford,  late  Manchester, 
late  dentist,  now  dentist's  assistant. 


Mr.  Charles  A.  Pratt,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  opened 
a  business  at  38  Fore  Street,  Saltash. 

Day's  Southern  Drug  Company  (Limited)  will  shortly 
open  a  branch  shop  at  23  Leigh  Road,  Eastleigh,  Hants. 

Messrs.  Pavey  &  Co.,  chemists,  of  King  Street,  Ramsgat.p, 
have  disposed  of  their  business  to  the  manager,  Mr.  J.  H. 
Skitt. 

Messrs.  John  Phillips  &  Sons  have  removed  their  sponge 
warehouse  from  Roscoe  Street,  Bunhill  Row,  to  George's 
Row,  York  Road,  City  Road,  E  C. 

Mr.  Astor  Boisselier,  drug  and  chemical  merchant,  the 
agent  in  this  countrv  for  the  Pharmacie  Centrale  de  France, 
removes  on  March  28  to  16  Fenchurch  Avenue,  E.C.  (entrance 
by  36  Lime  Street). 

Messrs.  Oppenheimer,  Son  &  Co.  (Limited)  are  remov- 
ing their  offices  from  14  Worship  Street  to  more  extensive 
premises  at  Victoria  House,  Thames  Embankment  (two  doors 
from  Blackfriars  Bridge). 

Mr.  Henry  Williams,  of  Bedalc,  Yorkshire,  has  pur- 
chased the  business  of  Mr.  T.  L.  Brown,  chemist.  Swan  Bai.k, 
Cong'.eton  The  transfer  was  effected  through  the  agency  ot 
Messrs.  Thos.  Tomlinson  &  Son.  Manchester. 

Messrs.  Shirley  Brothers,  manufacturers  of  druggists 
sundries,  have  removed  to  larger  premises  at  Whitecross 
Work*.  Roc  kingham  Street.  Newington  Causeway.  S.E.,  where 
they  will  have  greater  facilities  for  carrying  on  their 
increased  manufacturing  business. 

Mr.  Samuel  Blackburn  has  sold  his  business  at 
23  Tyrrel  Street,  Bradford.  Yorkshire,  to  Mr.  Louis  J.  Wells, 
late  manager  for  Messrs.  Gilbert  &  Hall.  Bournemouth.  Mr. 
Wells  takes  over  also  all  interest  in  the  proprietary  medicine 
known  as  Blackburn's  currant  cough-elixir. 

Day's  Metropolitan  Drug  Company  (Limited)  have 
opened  new  branches  at,  the  Parade,  Leytonstone,  and  at. 
265  Roman  Road.  Bow,  E.  The  premises  taken  by  them  at, 
21  Marshalsea  Road,  S.E.  (as  noted  in  C.  %  D..  March  5. 
page  391),  consist  of  a  six-floor  warehouse,  which  they  are 
using  as  a  distributing  centre.  They  contemplate  opening 
retail  branches  shortly  at  251  Caledonian  Road.  X.,  42  War- 
wick Street.  Belgrave  Road,  S.W ,  arid  60  Lower  Marsh, 
Lambeth,  S  E. 
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THE  PHARMACY  ACT. 

Apprentices  Sell  Poisons. 

At  Haslingden  County  Court  on  March  17  an  action  was 
brought  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain 
against  two  youths  named  Frederick  Harris  and  Walter 
Riley,  apprentices  with  Mr.  John  Law,  chemist,  Accrington, 
for  selling  proprietary  medicines  containing  scheduled 
poisons,  their  names  not  being  on  the  register  as  required  by 
the  Act. 

Mr.  Williams,  barrister,  London,  prosecuted  on  behalf 
of  the  Society.  He  called  evidence  to  show  that  on  Novem- 
ber 13  an  inspector  of  the  Society  called  at  Mr.  Law's 
shop,  and,  after  inquiring  for  the  proprietor  and  being  in- 
formed he  was  not  in,  asked  for,  and  was  supplied  with,  a 
bottle  of  Mrs.  Winslow's  syrup  by  Riley,  and  a  bottle  of 
Towle's  chlorodyne  by  Harris.  For  the  defence  Mr.  Withers, 
solicitor,  Accrington,  pleaded  that  the  defendants  were  never 
asked  whether  Mr.  Law  was  present,  and  that,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  he  might  have  been  on  the  premises  at  the  time.  He 
urged  that  the  offence  was  only  technical.  A  penalty  of  5^. 
was  imposed  in  each  case,  and  the  plaintiffs  were  allowed 
their  costs. 


Sale  op  Laudanum. 

At  Leicester,  on  March  22,  Matthew  Chapman,  shopkeeper, 
of  Great  Wigston,  was  defendant  in  an  action  brougho  by  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  to  recover  a  penalty  incurred  by 
keeping  open  shop  for  retailing  laudanum,  contrary  to  the 
Pharmacy  Act.  A  private  inquiry  agent  gave  evidence  that 
he  was  served  with  a  pennyworth  of  laudanum  by  a  female 
who  obtained  it  from  a  large  bottle  labelled  "  Laudanum." 
Defendant  did  not  deny  the  charge,  but  said  the  laudanum 
was  sold  without  his  knowledge  while  he  was  away  from  the 
shop.    The  J udge  gave  a  verdict  for  the  Society  for  5/. 


A  MUNYON'S  REMEDIES'  TESTIMONIAL. 

In  the  Glasgow  Sheriff  Court  on  March  17,  before  Sheriff 
Guthrie,  Mrs.  Annie  Weir,  482  Garscnbe  Road,  Glasgow, 
claimed  damages  from  Munyon's  Homoeopathic  Home 
Remedies'  Company  for  "loss,  injury,  and  damage  sustained 
by  pursuer  in  consequence  of  the  defenders,  or  those  for 
whom  they  are  responsible,  having  unwarrantably,  and  with- 
out the  knowledge  or  consent  of  the  pursuer,  published  in  the 
Evening  Citizen  of  December  17,  and  other  papers  in  pub- 
lication, a  testimonial,  purporting  to  be  signed  by  pursuer, 
that  hsi'  husband,  John  Weir,  had  derived  great  benefit  from 
the  defenders'  alleged  rheumatic  cure.  The  defenders,  or 
those  for  whom  they  are  responsible,  well  knowing  that 
pursuer  never  signed  or  gave  any  authority  to  anyone  to 
sign  any  testimonial  or  other  writiog  referring  to  the 
defenders  or  any  of  their  medicines  or  cures,  yet  signed  and 
published  said  bogus  testimonial,  with  pursuer's  name  at  the 
end  of  it,  for  the  purpose  of  endeavouring  to  get  people  to 
believe  that  the  said  John  Weir  had  benefited  by  defenders' 
alleged  cure ;  and  by  so  wrongously  using  pursuer's  name 
and  publishing  it  as  connected  with  their  alleged  cure, 
defenders  have  annoyed  and  hurt  the  feelings  of  the  said 
pursuer,  and  held  her  up  to  the  public  contempo  and  ridicule, 
for  which  she  is  entitled  to  solatium  to  the  extent  of  251., 
which  she  restricts  to  121." 

Mr.  Barras,  who  appeared  for  pursuer,  stated  ["that  the 
action  was  raised  in  December  last  against  Professor 
Munyon. 

The  Sheriff  :  What  is  he  professor  of  ? 

Mr.  Barras  :  Some  alleged  rheumatic  and  other  cures.  In 
order  to  get  over  the  question  of  juiisdiction  he  took  out  a 
second  action,  this  time  against  the  company.  That  action 
was  also  before  his  Lordship. 

Mr.  Campbell,  who  appeared  for  defenders,  said  the  first 
action  was  raised  against,  Professor  Munyon,  who  at  present 
was  living  in  London.  They  wrote  to  Mr.  Barras,  saying  the 
Court  had  no  jurisdiction  over  Professor  Munyon  as  an  in- 
dividual, and  telling  him  it  would  be  at  his  own  risk  if  he 


took  decree  out  and  forced  it.  Professor  Munyon  was.iiiots 
in  Glasgow,  and  never  lived  in  Glasgow.  Mr.  Harms  wisdy 
refused  to  take  decree,  and  here  they  had  another  action. 

Mr.  Barras  said  he  was  willing  to  let  the  first  action  drop. 

Mr.  Campbell :  The  Munyon  Company  is  registered  in 
New  York,  but  carries  on  business  in  Glasgow. 

Mr.  Barras,  in  stating  his  case,  said  neither  the  pur<-ner 
nor  her  husband  knew  anything  about  the  circular  till  they 
saw  it  in  the  papers.  Neither  of  them  signed  it,  and  it  was 
published  without  their  knowledge  or  consent. 

The  Sheriff  :  jWhy  did  not  you  go  to  the  Fiscal,  if  it 
is  a  forgery  ? 

Mr.  Barras  :  I  went  to  the  Fiscal,  and  he  told  me  lie  would 
see  you  on  the  subject.  I  think  the  Fiscal  has  not  done 
anything. 

Mr.  Campbell  said  his  evidence  was  this.  Their  lady 
canvasser  called  on  Mrs.  Weir,  and  asked  her  if  her  husbarjd 
had  been  benefited  by  Munyon's  rheumatic  cure.  She 
stated  that  he  had.  She  also  told  the  lady  canvasser  that 
she  might  use  that  information  in  any  way  she  chose. 
Pursuer's  husband  had  previously  called,  and  solicited  a 
sample  of  Munyon's  cure.  He  got  a  free  sample,  and  surely 
they  were  entitled  to  ask  if  he  was  benefited  by  giving  him 
that  free  sample.  They  were  informed  that  he  had  been 
benefited, and  published  the  testimonial  accordingly.  When 
the  complaint  was  made  that  it  had  been  published  without 
Weir's  authority,  they  wrote  to  Mr.  Barras  on  November  1.9, 
from  the  London  office,  stating  that  they  endeavoured  to 
exercise  the  greatest  care  in  obtaining  statements  of  the 
results  of  their  medicines,  and  that  they  had  no  need  to  use 
testimonials  which  were  not  genuine,  as  they  had  in  their 
possession  hundreds  more  than  they  could  afford  to  publish. 
He  did  not  think  this  was  a  case  that  should  be  considered 
at  all.    He  submitted  that  it  was  a  totally  irrelevant  claim. 

The  Sheriff  :  I  suppose  this  case  is  got  up  for  advertise ng- 
purposes. 

Mr.  Campbell :  We  have  no  knowledge  of  anything  of  the 
kind. 

The  Sheriff :  It  looks  very  like  it. 

Mr.  Barras  :  The  object  of  the  case  is  to  warn  the  public 
that  this  kind  of  thing  has  been  done.  That  is  the  sole 
object.  The  reporters  have  attended  in  respect  of  the  ca>e 
being  against  Munyon.  They  asked  me  to  let  them  know 
when  the  proof  was  fixed,  and  I  did  so. 

The  Sheriff  :  I  do  not  know  about  it,  but  it  often  excites  my 
amazement  that  cases  of  this  kind  are  selected  by  the 
reporters  for  publication.  It  cannot  be  supposed  that  it  is 
done  without  some  inducement. 

Mr.  Campbell :  This  action  is  brought  at  the  instance  of 
Mrs.  Weir,  and  not  at  the  instance  of  the  man  who  got  the 
rheumatic  cure,  and  who  is  said  to  have  been  cared  b/  it. 

The  Sheriff:  At  the  instance  of  the  party  whotenameis 
attached  to  the  testimonial. 

Mr.  Campbell:  What  does  it  bear?  It  says  John  Weir 
derived  some  benefit  from  Munyon's  rheumatic  cure. 

The  Sheriff  :  And  that  the  pains  have  quite  gone,  it  sug- 
gests Mr.  Weir  is  a  pessimist  of  the  most  determined 
character,  because  he  says  he  intends  using  all  their  other 
remedies.  (Laughter.)  I  think  he  must  have  anticipated 
a  great  many  rheumatic  attacks.  (Laughter.) 

Mr.  Campbell  :  It  is  not  a  slanderous  statement.  The:e  is 
nothing  in  this  claim  saying  it  is  false. 

Mr.  Barras  :  I  do  not  sue  in  respect  of  slander. 

Mr.  Campbell:  In  order  to  make  this  claim  relevant  the 
pursuer  must  first  state  that  Mr.  Weir  did  not  receive  auy 
benefit  from  Munyon's  rheumatic  cure. 

The  Sheriff  :  He  must  aver  that  the  statement  is  false. 

Mr  Campbell  :  And  he  must  also  aver  that  this  notice  was 
put  in  maliciously,  and  with  intent  to  injure  pursuer. 

Mr.  Barras:  This  is  not  an  action  for  slander.  I  sue 
because  my  name  was  published  without  my  knowledge  <jc 
consent.  I  think  the  claim  is  properly  stated,  because  it 
says  "for  the  purpose  of  endeavouring  to  get  people  to 
believe  that  the  said  John  Weir  had  bentfiteel  by  the 
defenders'  alleged  cure." 

The  Sheriff :  What  is  the  damage  you  suffered  ? 

Mr.  Barras:  The  damage  is  a  question  for  your  Lordship. 
The  whole  matter  that  is  objected  to  is  that  the  pursuer's 
name  has  been  published  in  connection  with  anything  about 
Munyon  ;  and  we  are  not  here  for  any  monetary  damage,  but 
as  a  protest  against  our  name  being  used  in  this  way. 
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Mr.  Campbell :  The  testimonial  was  withdrawn  when 
complaint  was  made. 

The  Sheriff :  Is  a  person  whose  name  appears  in  one  of 
these  medical  circulars  a  contemptible  individual  ? 

Mr.  Campbell :  It  depends  on  the  character  of  the  adver- 
tisement. 

The  Sheriff :  I  think  I  have  seen  very  distinguished  people 
in  such  advertisements.  I  remember  there  was  an  old  earl, 
about  a  generation  ago,  whose  name  was  constantly  appear- 
ing. Whether  he  got  anything  for  it  I  do  not  know,  but 
certainly  it  continued  to  appear  in  the  newspapers  for  many 
years. 

Mr.  Campbell:  You  will  observe,  my  Lord,  that  "Weir  goes 
for  the  cure,  and  then  says  he  is  held  up  to  public  contempt. 
I  think  it  is  an  extravagant  and  preposterous  claim. 

The  Sheriff:  It  is  the  same  thing,  Mr.  Campbell,  as  if  the 
family  doctor  were  to  advertise  that  he  had  effected  a  cure 
of  measles,  diabetes,  or  anything  of  that  sort. 

Mr.  Campbell:  I  submit  not.  In  that  case  my  family 
doctor  is  debarred  by  the  rules  of  the  profession,  and  if  he 
commits  a  breach  of  these  he  is  liable.  This  is  a  trading 
company,  and  all  that  is  said  is  simply  that  the  pursuer  has 
tried  their  wares  and  derived  benefit  therefrom.  The  pursuer 
has  not  said  that  the  statement  that  he  derived  benefit  is 
false. 

The  Sheriff :  Suppose  you  or  I  had  bought  and  been 
greatly  satisfied  with  Lipton's  tea,  or  his  pigs,  or  anything  of 
that  sort — (laughter) — would  we  have  an  action  for  damages 
against  Mr. — I  beg  pardon,  Sir — Thomas  Lipton  ? 

Mr.  Barras :  It  would  altogether  depend  upon  what  the 
advertisement  said. 

Mr.  Campbell :  "  Derived  some  benefit  from  Lipton's  tea, 
and  meant  to  use  his  sausages,"  lor  instance.  (Laughter.) 

The  Sheriff  :  If  Mr.  Campbell  could  make  out  that  Mrs. 
Weir  said,  "  You  may  use  our  name,"  would  you  still  insist 
upon  your  action  ? 

Mr.  Barras:  No;  there  would  be  an  end  of  the  case  then. 
I  think  that  would  be  a  good  defence.  If  Mr.  Campbell  can 
show  thaf.  Mrs.  Weir  or  her  husband  directly  or  indirectly 
sanctioned  any  reference  by  them  to  Munyon's  cure  for 
public  or  private  use,  I  withdraw  the  case. 

The  Sheriff :  That  is  the  crucial  point  in  the  case.  At  the 
same  time,  one  can  well  imagine  a  case  in  which  a  person 
would  be  much  annoyed,  and  perhaps  exposed  to  ridicule, 
by  having  his  or  her  name  attached  to  a  testimonial  in  a 
newspaper.  It  was  rather  a  serious  thing,  even  upon  Mr. 
Campbell's  own  showing,  to  say  that  while  the  lady  can- 
vasser got  permission  to  use  a  name  in  any  way  which  would 
be  of  advantage  to  Munyon,  and,  instrad  of  simply  referring 
to  her,  to  go  and  concoct  a  testimonial,  and  without  asking 
her  to  sign  it,  put  it  in  the  newspapers  as  if  it  had  been 
signed  by  her.  At  the  same  time  his  Lordship  did  not  think 
there  was  any  precedent  for  the  action,  and  he  dismissed  it, 
and  gave  no  expenses. 


SACCHARIN  CORPORATION'  (LIMITED)  v.  CONSTAXTIN 
FAHLBERG,  AND  WILSON  AND  OTHERS. 

This  was  a  motion  brought  in  the  Chancery  Division  on 
Wednesday  before  Mr.  Justice  Stirling,  in  which  the 
plaintiffs  applied  for  judgment  on  admissions  in  the  plead- 
ings, under  Order  32,  Rule  6.  Mr.  Moulton,  Q.C., 
Mr.  Jenkin,  Q.C.  and  Mr.  Kirby  appeared  for  the 
plaintiff,  and  Mr.  Upjohn,  Q.C,  for  the  respondents.  Counsel 
explained  that  this  order  enabled  any  party,  at  any  stage  of 
any  case  or  matter,  where  admissions  of  fact  had  been 
made  on  the  pleadings,  or  otherwise,  without  waiting  for  the 
termination  of  any  other  question  between  the  parties,  to 
apply  to  the  Court  for  such  judgment  or  order,  on  such 
terms  as  the  party  might  be  entitled  to.  Under  this  rule  the 
present  plaintiffs  move  for  an  order  declaring  that  they  are 
the  owners  of  certain  letters  patent  specified  in  their  state- 
ment of  claim.  The  defendant  Fahlberg  would  in  this 
case  be  ordered  to  deliver  to  the  plaintiff  company  as  directed 
the  assignment  of  these  letters  patent  and  do  other  neces- 
sary acts  in  accordance  therewith,  or  with  such  other  order 
as  the  Court  might  think  just.  The  motion  was  mentioned 
to  his  Lordship  in  December,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  put 
into  the  gene  al  list. 

The  Saccharin  Corporation  (Limited)  claim  to  be  the 


assignees  of  the  benefit  of  a  certain  contract  from  the  second 
defendant— Wilson,  Salamon  &  Co.  (Limited).  The  sub- 
stantial defendant  is  Constantin  Fahlberg.  The  statement 
of  claim  is  based  on  an  indenture  of  January,  1893,  the 
contents  of  which  the  defendants  do  not  admit. 

Mr.  Jenkin  said  the  claim  was  one  for  specific  performance. 
The  point  at  issue  between  the  parties  was  a  point  of  law. 

The  motion  was  adjourned. 


INCORRECT  SPELLING  DOES  NOT  MAKE  A 
FANCY  WORD. 

An  interesting  point  in  trade-mark  law  was  settled  on 
March  18  by  the  Court  of  Appeal.  Messrs.  Ripley  &  Son,  of 
Bradford,  wanted  to  register  the  word  "  Pirle  "  as  a  trade- 
mark for  woollen  fabrics.  This  word,  they  said,  was 
almost  an  anagram  of  their  name.  As  such  it  is  likely  they 
would  have  got  their  registration.  But  it  appeared  that 
they  had  previously  applied  for  the  registration  of  the  woid 
"Pearl"  for  the  same  goods,  and  this  the  Comptroller  had 
refused,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  a  commendatory  word. 
He  thought  "  Pirle  "  was  a  mere  misspelling  of  the  same 
word.  Mr.  Justice  Kekewich  so  decided,  and  now  the  Court 
of  Appeal  supported  this  ruling. 


SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

Spieit  of  Nitre. 

Me.  John  Frank  Kingzett,  chemist  and  druggist, 
Evesham,  was  summoned  on  March  15  for  selling  ;j  pint 
of  spirit  of  nitre  which  the  county  analyst,  Dr.  Swete,  said 
did  not  answer  to  the  tests  of  the  BP.  It  only  yielded  three 
times  its  own  volume  of  nitric-acid  gas  instead  of  five  times, 
and  its  sp.  gr.  was  -850  instead  of  845.  Mr.  Wm.  Smith, 
solicitor,  defended. 

The  purchase  of  the  drug  was  proved  by  Kate  Hemming, 
who  acted  under  the  instructions  of  the  police.  She  stated 
that  defendant  charged  her  3.?.  for  i  pint,  but  told  her  that 
the  right  price  was  3s.  6d.  Asked  by  Mr.  Smith  how  the 
price  came  to  be  reduced,  the  witness  said  she  told  Mr. 
Kingzett  that  she  did  not  think  it  was  so  expensive  as  3s.  6d. 
per  i  pint. 

Mr.  Smith  :  Did  he  not  supply  you  with  sweet  spirit  of 
nitre  at  the  lower  price  1 — No,  Sir,  I  did  not  hear  him  say 
anything  about  sweet  spirit  of  nitre.  Further  pressed,  the 
wit  ness  said  she  had  never  purchased  a  sample  of  the  drug 
before,  and  she  could  not  say  why  she  thought  it  should  not 
be  so  expensive  as  3s.  6d.  per  ^  pint. 

Police-constable  Yarnold  stated  that  when  he  told  defen- 
dant for  what  purpose  the  sample  was  purchased  he 
replied,  "  If  I  had  known  that  I  would  have  charged  you 
more." 

For  the  defence,  Mr.  Smith  said  originally  there  was  a 
drug  known  in  the  London  Pharrnacopreia  as  sweet  spirit 
of  nitre,  which  was  a  common  article  of  commerce.  Re- 
cently an  attempt  had  been  made  to  raise  the  quality  of  this 
drug,  and  it  had  been  given  a  new  name  and  a  new  standard 
in  the  British  Pharmacopoeia.  This  new  substance  was 
called  spirit  of  nitrous  ether.  His  client  was  asked  for 
spirit  of  nitre,  but  he  was  prosecuted  for  not  selling  spirit 
of  nitrous  ether.  Spirit  of  nitre  was  an  old  form,  and  there 
was  no  standard  for  it  in  the  British  Pharmacopoeia.  Dr. 
Swete  had  referred  to  the  standard  of  the  B.P.  for  spirit  of 
nitrous  ether,  and  he  was  not  quite  accurate  in  that.  The 
B  P.  said  "not  much  less  than  five  times  its  own  volume."  He 
could  show,  if  necessary,  from  an  article  in  The  Chemist 
and  Deuggist  that  sweet  spirit  of  nitre,  as  a  rule,  gave  off 
twice  its  own  volume,  but  they  had  it  from  Dr.  Swete  that 
this  sample  gave  off  three  times  its  own  volume.  Another 
analyst  said  it  gave  off  three  and  a  half  times  its  own 
volume.  Cases  of  this  kind  had  been  brought  in  various 
parts  of  the  country,  but  there  had  never  been  a  conviction. 

Mr.  T.  E.  Doeg,  chemist  and  druggist,  Evesham,  gave 
evidence  in  support  of  the  solicitor's  statement.  In  cross- 
examination  he  said  if  persons  asked  for  spirit  of  nitre  he 
supplied  them  with  nitrous  ether.  He  did  not  keep  the  old 
form  of  spirit  of  nitre. 

The  defendant  also  gave  evidence  and  stated  that  the 
purchaser  asked  for  spirit  of  nitre.  They  had  some  conver- 
sation about  the  price,  and  considering  the  quantity  required 
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he  said  he  would  only  charge  her  3*.  instead  of  3.i.  6d.  He 
labelled  the  bottle  "Sweet  spirit  of  nitre." 

The  case  was  dismissed,  but  the  Magistrates  declined  to 
allow  costs  to  the  defence. 


Cue  am  of  Tartar. 

At  Reigate  Police  Court  on  March  19,  Mr.  Joseph  Martin,  of 
Horley,  was  summoned  for  selling  bicarbonate  of  sodium  as 
cream  of  tartar. 

The  defence  pleaded  was  that  Mr.  Martin  had  had  in  a 
■new  stock  just  before  the  visit  of  the  inspector,  and  an 
apprentice,  who  was  instructed  to  attend  to  it,  had  made  a 
mistake  by  placing  the  bicarbonate  in  the  cream-of- tartar 
bottle.    A  fine  of  5s.,  with  12*.  Qd.  costs,  was  imposed. 


COUNTY  COURT  CASES. 
Perfumery-labels. 
In  the  City  of  London  Court  on  Monday,  before  Mr.  G. 
Pitt- Lewis,  Q  C ,  Deputy-Judge,  Mr.  M.  S.  Chatterton, 
132  Queen  Victoria  Street,  EC,  sought  to  recover  5/.  0s.  6d. 
for  perfumery-labels  supplied  to  the  order  of  the  defendant, 
Mr.  C.  Sherwood,  trading  as  Charles  Grant  &Co.,  perfumers, 
4  Cotton  Street.  The  plaintiff  stated  that  his  traveller 
brought  him  the  order.  They  first  submitted  a  sketch  for 
lavender-water  labels,  and  then  for  Parma-violet  labels. 
The  defendant  ordered  500  eau-de-Cologne  labels.  That  was 
.followed  by  an  order  for  25,000  Parma-violet  labels  at  3s.  6d. 
per  1,000.  When  all  the  labels  were  delivered  on  July  1, 
the  defendant  returned  them,  saying  they  were  badly  printed 
and  too  late.  Not  a  word  was  stipulated  about  time  when 
the  order  was  given.  The  defendant  informed  the  Court 
that  the  order  was  given  at  the  latter  end  of  April.  At  that 
time  they  told  the  plaintiff  that  the  labels  must  be  ready  in 
a  fortnight,  as  the  scents  and  perfumes  were  to  be  sold  in 
connection  with  the  Queen's  Jubilee.  Having  waited  for 
some  time  he  obtained  the  labels  elsewhere.  Two  months 
was  an  unreasonable  time  to  keep  him  waiting  for  labels. 
The  plaintiff's  traveller  denied  that  anything  was  said  about 
the  labels  being  ready  in  a  fortnight.  The  plaintiff  called 
•a  witness  in  support  of  the  contention  raised,  but  the 
Deputy-Judge  thought  the  time  was  unreasonable,  and  he 
found  for  the  defendant,  with  costs. 


Not  Unreasonable  Delay. 
At  Bournemouth  County  Court,  on  March  16,  before  Judge 
Philbrick,  Messrs.  Dowden  (Limited),  Bournemouth,  sued 
Messrs.  Ash  Brothers,  of  Newport  (Isle  of  Wight),  for  21Z. 
for  ten  gross  of  crystals  for  making  summer  drinks.  The 
goods  were  ordered  from  the  plaintiffs'  traveller  in  April, 
1895.  They  were  for  summer  consumption,  and  were  made 
up  in  a  parcel  and  placed  in  the  stores  on  April  30  for 
delivery.  On  that  day  defendant  wrote  stating  that  as  the 
goods  had  not  come  to  hand  he  cancelled  the  order.  The 
plaintiffs  said  there  had  been  no  unreasonable  delay,  but  the 
defence  contended  that  the  goods  were  ordered  to  be 
delivered  immediately,  but  were  not  delivered  until  May  8. 
The  Judge  said  the  meaning  of  the  word  "  immediately  " 
must  be  taken  in  connection  with  the  rjature  of  the  goods 
ordered.  If  a  man  bought  a  hat  to  be  sent  to  his  house  "at 
once  "  a  delay  of  ten  days  would  be  unreasonable,  but  in  the 
case  of  goods  which  had  to  be  manufactured  such  prompti- 
tude could  not  be  reasonably  expected.  He  did  not  think 
there  had  been  any  unreasonable  delay,  and  judgment  would 
be  for  the  plaintiffs. 


The  defendants  in  the  " Rendell's  Patent"  action,  reported 
last  week,  were  the  British  Medicinal  [not  Medical!  Capsules 
Company  (Limited). 


Wreck  of  a  Chemist's  Postal-department.— The 
postal-department  attached  to  the  chemist's  shop  of  Mr 
Samuel  Duncan,  West  Blackhall  Street,  Greenock,  was 
wrecked  on  Tuesday  evening  by  the  collapse  of  a  large 
sugar-store  next  door.  Fortunately  the  crash  came  after 
the  young  laches  employed  in  the  office  had  left,  and  no  one 
was  hurt  by  the  accident.  Some  stones  penetrate!  into 
Mr.  Duncan  s  chemist's  shop. 


Westminster  TCIUsfcom. 


The  Pharmacy  Bill 

would  in  all  probability  have  got  through  its  Committee 
stage  on  Thursday  of  last  week  if  it  had  not  been  for  the 
honourable  member  for  Camlachie.  It  was  called  on  at 
four  minutes  after  twelve,  when  Mr.  Cross  (from  the  Govern- 
ment side)  at  once  moved  to  report  progress.  Dr.  G.  B. 
Clark  (Liberal  member  for  Caithness)  asked  if  Mr.  Cross 
would  not  withdraw  his  amendments.  The  Bdl,  he  said,  was  a 
harmless  one,  which  simply  applied  to  members  of  tin- 
Pharmaceutical  Society.  Mr.  Cross  replied  :  "  I  am  strongly  of 
opinion  that  legislation  regarding  pharmacy  should  be  all 
under  one  Act.  and  I  object  to  proceeding  with  this  Bill  ar, 
this  hour."  The  Bill  was  again  down  on  Monday,  but  was 
not  reached,  and  stands  until  Monday  next. 

Camlachie's  Sax  Amen'ments. 

(An  Imaginary  Interview.) 

A  roond  man  in  a  square  hole  is  a  bonnie  sicht  to  see, 
But  I'm  naither  roond  nor  square,  man  ;  I'm  as  cross  as  Cross 
can  be, 

An'  the  Square  Bill's  no  my  wean,  man ;  it  comes  frae  your 
pharmacee, 

So  I  block  it  wi'  amen'ments  'fore  it  gets  to  Ccmmittee. 

A  Carrie,  an'  a  Ewin',  an'  a  Rutherford  wha's  Hill 

Cam'  sooth  to  soop  the  Lobbie  an'  tee  the  little  Bill ; 

An'  they  thocht  to  sowther  wi'  me,  but  a  bitter  coatit  pill 

Are  Camlachie's  sax  amen'ments  unto  them  an'  theirs,  man,  still. 

Clark,  the  doctor,  tried  to  get  me  tae  hand  aff  an'  lat  it  pass ; 
But  I  tellt  him  tae  tak'  care  o'm  sel'  an'  no'  his  head  tae  fas', 
He'd  eneuch  o'  pharmacy  afore  whan  he  socht  to  fill  wi'  gas 
Twa  score  o'  druggists'  shoppies  brocht  thegither  by  Douglas. 

What  care  I  though  the  Bill  shud  dee,  a  seedsman  I'm  by  trade, 

An'  to  saw  a  pickle  discord,  or  mak'  a  wee  bit  raid 

On  thae  fowkie's  insek  pushins  is,  ye  ken,  the  Shirra  said, 

"  A  new  development"  o't  a' ;  so's  the  Progress  I  hae  made. 

The  Bill  it  winna  pass  afore  the  grouse  begin  tae  flee, 
Sax  amen'ments  o'  Camlachie's  are  strong  eneuch  ye'll  see 
Tae  stop  the  leegislation  wheel.    But,  hooever  that  may  be, 
I've  brocht  them  tae  their  hunkers,  ye  can  tell  the  C.  &  D. 

The  Petroleum  Committee 
Mr.  Jesse  Collings  has  been  elected  chairman  of  this 
committee.    The  late  Mr.  Muudella  was  the  chairman  last 
year. 

The  Islington  Analyst. 

Mr.  Duckworth,  M  P.,  the  Rochdale  grocer,  put  Irs  several 
times  deferred  question  to  the  President  of  the  Loo*  I 
Government  Boaid  on  Friday  of  last  week.  Mr.  Du  kworih 
asked  the  President  of  the  L.G.  B.  whether  he  was  awar« 
that,  in  the  course  of  a  fortnight,  tbree  separate  analyses  of 
the  analyst  of  the  Islington  Yestry  were  proved  to  be  inaccu- 
rate, when  the  samples  dealt  with  were  referred  to  Somerset 
House  ;  and,  whether  the  Local  Government  Board  will  take 
any  steps  to  inquire  into  mistakes  which  so  seriously  affect  thn 
tradesmen  against  whom  summonses  were  issued  upon  such 
mistaken  certificates  1 

Mr.  Chaplin  replied  as  follows : — I  have  already  taken 
steps  to  inquire  into  the  cases  referred  to,  and  I  find  that 
the  analyses  by  the  public  analyst  of  these  cases  did  nor. 
accord  with  those  made  at  the  Government  laboratory,  and 
the  cases  were  dismissed,  the  defendants  being  awarded 
costs.  It  would  be  impossible  to  go  into  the  details  of  these 
cases  as  represented  by  the  Yestry  and  the  chief  officer  of 
the  Government  laboratory  within  the  limits  permissible  in 
an  answer  to  a  question.  Under  the  existing  law  the  Court, 
in  any  case  where  proceedings  are  instituted  in  respect  of 
alleged  adulteration,  can,  on  the  application  of  either  party, 
refer  the  sample  to  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Inland 
Revenue,  with  a  view  to  its  being  analysed  and  reported  on 
by  them,  and  in  the  cases  in  question  the  defendants  had 
the  benefit  of  this  provision;  but  I  have  no  authority  to 
give  any  directions  whatever  in  the  matter.  1  understand 
that  in  one  case  there  will  be  an  appeal  to  the  High  Court. 

"  Barker's  Shaving-paper"  has  been  put  on  the 
P.A.T.A.  protected  list  by  the  rr.anufac' urers,  Messrs.  F. 
Barker  k  Son,  Finsbury  Park,  N. 
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EMBI  ICATION 

in  bottles  to  retail  at 

8dL.,     1/-,     sandl  2/6. 


AND  OTHER 


EGTANTS 


SULPHUR  FUMIGATING  CANDLES  (Patent) 

6d.,  9d.,  and  1/-  each. 
PRESERVED  PEROXIDE    OF  HYDROGEN 

(Patent). 

MOTH  PAPER,  BLOCKS  AND  CRYSTALS. 
WEED  DESTROYER,  &c.  &c. 

THE  SANITAS  CO.,  LIMITED,  BETHNAL  GREEN,  LONDON- 

and  636-642  W.  55  Street,  NEW  YOKE. 


G  SEASON 


In  Bottles,  1/-,  2/6,  and  5/-. 


Liberal  Terms 
Only  Addre: 


THE  ORIGINAL 

"LUDDINGTON'S 
OILS." 

These  valuable  Lambing  Oils 
have  been  used  by  almost 
every  Farmer  and  Shepherd 
in  Lincolnshire  and  adjoining 
Counties  for  upwards  of  a 
Century. 

Attractive  Printed  Matter. 


TOMLINSON  &  HAYWARD,  eJSBifSffi-.  LINCOLN. 


PUREST  m  EN  GLAND. 


OURNE 


SODA,  SELTZER, 
LITHIA,  POTASH,  LEMONADE. 
GINGER  ALE.  &e. 


Supplied  in  Six  Dozen 
Cases, 
Carriage  Paid,  by 


TABL 


Analysis,  o> 
Application. 


R.  M.  MILLS  &  CO,, 

BOURNE, 

LINCOLNSHIRE. 


West  End  Agents,  WHEATLEY  &  SONS,  24  South  Andley  Street,  W. 
City  Agents,  RAE  &  CO.,  6  Railway  Place,  Fenchurch  Street,  B.C. 
And  of  all  Chemists,  Wine  Merchants,  Hotels,  &c. 


C3-.  MUMFORD 

FARR1NGDON    ROAD,    LONDON,  E.C. 

Ho  1  Xlrjest  Pure 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

16/& 

Finest  Pore 
STARCH  POWDER 

19/.*V 

So  3  Para 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

14/owV 

No.  1  Finest  Light  Pure 
PRECIPITATED  CHALK 

25  *, 

BEST 

CLEANED  LINSEED 

15  /  Owt 

No.  a  Pure 
"OECIPITATED  CHALK 

21/&.I 

Ho.  1  Finest  Pure 
FULLER'S  EARTH 
(Light  Colour) 

15/ett 

11  WHITE    EARTH  •■ 
Specially   prepared  for 
Toilet  purposes. 

18/5.JV 

Ho.  1  Pure 
FULLER'S  EARTH 

12/ct. 

FtneHt  Pure 
TOILET  0«TH£AL,  SPECIAL 

/3  * 

TO  >»-.  la 
iS  tins. 

Pure 
LIQUORICE 

/  IU      1  ARROWROOT 

•  OlRKliO!  PAID  to  Railway  Station!  within  aOO  miles  of 
bUowaooe  mad*  tor  dletanoea  beyond)  on  e.  total  weight  of  1 
uwwda  of  ebOTe  uUslaa     Hmalfar  panels  d all  Tared  tree  oa  I 
fe3  abovi  prluaa. 

London  (or 
13  lb*,  and  1 
all  London  i 

jfllYEGAR 


fHE  FAMOUS 

66 


99 


PURE  CANE  SUGARS- 

"  GLEBE"  SUCROSE  should  be  used  by  all  Chemists  to 
whom  a  perfect  Sugar  is  of  importance. 

"GLEBE"   SPECIAL   CRYSTALS   for    Aerated  Water 
Manufacturers  has  no  equal. 
Guaranteed  Pure  Cane  and  f  ree  from  Chemicals,  Blue,  or  other 
Colouring  Matter. 

For  Prices  and  Samples  send  a  Post  Card  to 

GLEBE  SUGAR  REFINING  CO.,  GLASGOW. 


HORLICK'S 

MALTED  MILK 


FOB 


Infants  &  invalids. 


34  FARRINGDON  ROAD,  E.C. 


Fletchers*  Concentrated  £iquors 

AND  THE 

NEW  PHARMACOPCEIA. 
See  Diary,  1898,  pages  21,  22,  23  and  24. 


MIXTURE   FOR  COUGHS,  ETC 
We  have  lately  had  a  correspondence  with  the  Board  of  In- 
land Revenue  with  reference  to  a  concession  clearly  stated  in 
Alpe's  "Handy-book  of  Medicine-stamp  Duty,"  and,  as  we 
know,  acted  upon  for  many  years,  but  low  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Alpe  stated  (page  87)  that  "  a  preparation  described 
merely  by  the  name  of  the  ailment  that  it,  is  intended  to  cure 
is  not  considered  to  be  liable  to  duty  provided  that  the  words 
used  imply  no  further  holding  out  or  recommendation.'' 
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Toothache-tincture,  influenza-mixture,  cough-lozenges,  rheu- 
matic-liniment were  among  a  number  of  illustrations  of  such 
permitted  titles  quoted. 

These  and  .similar  titles  remain  still  undutiable;  only  we 
may  remark  in  passing  that  such  a  title  as  toothache-cure, 
toothache-specific,  or  toothache-remedy  (all  of  which  it  will 
be  seen  are  quite  different  to  toothache-tincture)  is  considered 
to  involve  a  recommendation,  and  renders  the  medicine 
dutiable. 

But  Mr.  Alpe  went  on  to  say  that  toothache-tincture,  &c, 
being  allowed,  "  the  preparation  is  not  considered  to  be  liable 
if  the  name  of  the  complaint  follows  instead  of  preceding  trie 
description  of  the  medicine " ;  so  tincture  for  toothache, 
mixture  for  influenza,  lozenges  for  coughs,  liniment  for 
rheumatism  on  labels  were  equally  non-liable  ;  "  nor,"  he 
added,  "  if  two  ailments  are  named,  provided  that  they  are 
■of  a  similar  nature  and  closely  allied,  as  gout  and  rheumatic 
liniment,  or  liniment  for  gout  and  rheumatism." 

A  firm  in  the  Midlands  put  up  a  certain  "balsam  for 
coughs  and  colds."  They  had  the  familiar  letter  from 
Somerset  House  stating  that  this  description  rendered  the 
medicine  dutiable.  Alpe's  statement  was  quoted  in  reply, 
but  except  that  the  Board  did  not  insist  on  a  penalty,  their 
previous  dictum  was  maintained.  They  were  then  asked 
whether  the  words  "balsam  for  coughs"  would  be  permitted 
on  an  unstamped  bottle,  to  which  they  replied  in  the  nega- 
tive. The  firm  informed  us  of  the  correspondence,  and  we 
asked  the  Board  to  tell  us  definitely  whether  they  had 
decided  to  modify  their  late  interpretation  of  the  law.  The 
Board  has  had  the  matter  under  consideration  tor  some  time, 
but  they  now  tell  us  that 

after  full  consideration  they  have  come  to  the  conclusion,  what- 
ever may  have  been  their  practice  in  the  past,  that  of  the  five 
descriptions  set  forth  in  your  letter 
[1.  Tincture  for  toothache 

2.  Crout  and  rheumatic  liniment 

3.  Mixture  for  diarrhoea  and  bowel-complaints 

4.  Embrocation  for  sprains  and  bruises 

5.  Liniment  for  gout  and  rheumatism], 

Kos.  1,  3,  4,  and  5  involve  liability  to  medicine-stamp  duty,  while 
No.  2  is  treated  as  not  being  within  the  charge.  The  practice  of 
the  Board  has  been  to  allow  such  words  to  be  used  upon  a  label 
on  a  bottle  of  medicine  sold  unstamped  as  will  be  sufficient  only 
to  give  a  distinctive  designation  to  the  medicine.  The  Board 
■cannot,  therefore,  sanction  the  use  of  such  expressions  as 
"  mixture  for  coughs,"  etc.,  unless  the  preparations  are  properly 
stamped. 

The  reference  number  of  the  above  letter  is  S  20181— 
1898,  and  the  date  March  19,  1898.  Notification  of  this 
alteration  will  be  inserted  in  all  copies  of  Alpe's  "  Handy- 
book"  sold  in  the  future,  and  we  will  send  a  slip  for  insertion 
to  any  possessor  of  that  book  who  will  send  us  an  addressed 
•envelope  with  a  halfpenny  stamp. 

A  — 

T-HE    BRITISH    PHARM  ACOPCEIA. 

A  number  of  wholesale  druggists  have  written  to  us  this 
year  asking  if  there  is  any  possibility  of  their  obtaining  early 
copies  of  the  new  British  Pharmacopoeia,  and  they  have 
pointed  out  to  us  the  disadvantages  to  them  of  not  being 
represented  on  the  committee  of  compilation,  as  they  may  be 
considerably  behind  those  houses  which  are  fortunate  in 
having  partners  associated  with  the  General  Medical  Council 
in  this  matter.  Apart  from  this  consideration,  there  is  the 
fact  that  if  wholesale  houses  are  not  aware  until  the  Phar- 
macopoeia is  actually  published  wln.t  alterations  have  been 
made  in  t,  and  what  new  preparations  are  recognised, 
they  will  be  considerably  handicapped  in  supplying  their 
customers.  The  matter  has  been  laid  before  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  General  Medical  Council,  and  we  are  able 
to  state  that,  after  fully  considering  the  matter,  the  com- 


mittee have  resolved  as  soon  as  the  book  is  printed,  and  soma 
weeks  before  actual  publication,  to  have  in  the  offices  of  the 
Council,  Oxford  Street,  W.  (not  before  March  25),  copies 
of  .the  work  for  inspection  by  properly  accredited  re- 
presentatives of  detail,  wholesale  and  manufacturing 
chemists.  —Application  for  this  privilege  should  be  made 
ttrTlie  Secretary  to  the  Council,  Mr.  H.  E.  Allen,  LL.B., 
299  Oxford  Street,  London,  W.,  in  the  first  instance  by  post. 
We  may  say  that  the  Pharmacopoeia  will  not  be  ready  for 
retail  sale  until  May — if  then.  The  work  is  complete,  and 
the  final  revision  has  been  carried  out,  but  the  production 
of  the  book  must  wait  the  decision  of  the  Treasury  as  to 
the  price ;  this  will  likely  take  two  or  three  weeks.  Then, 
before  the  twenty  thousand  copies  which  have  to  be  printed 
and  bound  are  ready  for  sale,  an  order  in  Council  must  be 
obtained  legalising  the  Pharmacopoeia.  We  mention  this  so 
that  wholesale  houses  as  well  as  retail  chemists  may  not 
be  over-anxious  about  the  matter,  because  ample  time  will  be 
given  between  the  dates  of  publication  and  of  legalising 
the  B.P.  for  everyone  to  get  rid  of  preparations  which  are  to 
become  obsolete,  and  to  get  ready  the  new.  Moreover, 
medical  and  pharmaceutical  journals  are,  we  have  been 
told,  to  have  advance  copies  of  the  work  for  re\  iew. 


INSECT- PESTS. 

Miss  E.  A.  Oemerod,  so  well  known  as  one  of  the  best 
authorities  on  this  subject,  has  just  issued  her  twenty-first 
report  on  injurious  insects  (Simpkin,  Is.  6d.).  It  is  a  book 
which  is  of  decided  value  to  chemists,  especially  those  livirig 
in  agricultural  districts,  who,  if  not  actually  consulted  about 
the  insect-pests,  are  called  upon  to  supply  the  necessary  ch>  mi- 
calsfor  exterminating  them,  and  should  be  able  to  give  an  in- 
telligent idea  of  the  methods  of  using  the  various  remedies.  We 
have  in  this  report, 
covering  1897,  notes 
on  thirty-six  insects, 
and  although  during 
the  year  there  was 
no  special  crop- 
attack  spreading 
widely  over  the 
country,  the  infesta- 
tions of  orchard  and 
fruit  c  rops  were 
unusually  trouble- 
some. Plum-trees 
were  much  at- 
tacked by  the  shot- 
borer  beetle  (Xi/lc- 
bar  us  Saxeaen  i),  largo 
crops  of  strawb.-nies  were  destroyed  by  ground-beetles 
{Uarpalns  ruficornis  and  PtcroUichits  vulgaris),  and  on 
black-currant  bushes  Phytoptus  ribis,  the  currant-gall  mite, 
was  unusually  active.  We  learn  from  the  article  on 
cockroaches  that  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital  has  been 
infested  with  two  separate  species  of  these  insects — the 
common  cockroach  and  the  German  cockroach — each  kind 
living  quite  apart,  the  German  cockroaches  eventually 
being  driven  out  by  the  common  variety  or  voluntarily 
migrated.  It  is  with  the  remedies  for  insect-pests  that 
chemists  will  be  more  concerned.  Kerosene  emuLion 
is  frequently  recommended,  and  as  it  is  a  somewhat  diffi- 
cult preparation  to  make  except  by  methods  well 
known  to  chemists,  it  should  be  a  suitable  article  for 
retail  trade.  It  is  a  preparation  of  paraffin,  equally 
distributed  by  being  mixed  with  soft  soap  and  water. 
It  is  necessary  that  it  should  be  made  so  that  the  emulsion 
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will  not  separate,  as  paraffin  itself  is  harmful  to  foliage. 
Another  thing  recommended  as  a  top-dressing  in  some  cases 
is  kainite,  the  supplying  of  which  seems  to  bs  drifting  into 
the  hands  of  seedsmen.  Kainite  is  a  salt  of  variable  compo- 
sition found  in  Strassfurt  saltworks — it  is  potassium  mag- 
nesium sulphate  combined  with  magnesium  chloride,  and 
is  represented  by  the  following  formula : — 

K,Mg(304),  MgCl,6H,0. 

Although  a  somewhat  "heavy"  cbemical,  there,  is  no 
reason  why  the  supply  should  not  come  through  chemists. 
Other  chemicals  used  are  sulphide  of  calcium,  bisulphide 
of  carbon,  and  sulphate  of  iron.  In  the  case  of  tobacco 
preparations,  |it  should  be  noted  that  Messrs.  Whiffen, 
of  Battersea,  now  turn  out  large  quantities  of  nicotine, 
the  Excise  authorities  allowing  them  to  use  duty-free 
tobacco  for  the  purpose,  thus  putting  English  makers  on 
equal  footing  with  foreign  competitors. 

We  would  recommend  chemists  in  agricultural  districts 
to  read  this  book ;  there  is  much  useful  information  in  it, 
and  many  suggestions  of  commercial  value  to  them  for  the 
treatment  of  many  kinds  of  insect-pests. 

THE  STORY  OF  OUR  CUSTOMS 
DUTIES. 

The  very  limited  degree  of  wisdom  with  which  the  world  is 
governed  is  vividly  shown  in  the  bulky  report  on  the  Customs 
tariff  of  the  United  Kingdom  which  has  lately  been  prepared 
by  Mr.  T.J.  Pittar,  the  head  of  the  Statistical  Department  of 
the  London  Custom  House,  and  published  as  a  Government 
Blue-book.  From  the  days  of  Queen  Elizabeth  to  those  of 
Mr.  Chamberlain  this  country  has  been  ready  to  fight  any- 
body and  everybody  for  a  new  market ;  and  the  very  same 
statesmen  who  quarrelled  with  the  French,  the  Dutch,  the 
Spaniards,  and  the  Portuguese  for  rights  of  trading  seem  to 
have  sought  by  every  means  that  ingenuity  could  devise  to 
cripple  trade  when  it  wanted  to  come.  The  Customs  records 
are  quite  amazing  in  this  respect.  The  business  of  importa- 
tion in  the  eighteenth  century  must  have  occasioned  the 
merchant  an  amount  of  anxiety  and  uncertainty  of  which  we 
can  have  no  conception.  For  a  century  or  more  successive 
Governments  had  been  adding  a  duty  for  one  purpose,  re- 
lieving it  for  another,  modifying  charges  according  to  the 
ships  the  goods  came  in,  allowing  drawbacks  on  certain  con- 
ditions, and  regulating  and  re-regulating  the  tariff  in  such 
various  methods  that  a  competent  authority  in  1751  (quoted 
by  Mr.  Pittar)  said :  "If  we  consider  the  many  exceptions 
and  exceptions  from  exceptions,  the  many  regulations  and 
regulations  of  regulations,  ...  we  must  conclude  it  impos- 
sible for  any  merchant  in  this  country  to  be  master  of  his 
business;  ...  he  must  trust  to  those  honest  gentlemen 
called  Custom  House  officers  for  the  duties  he  is  to  pay  upon 
importation  and  the  drawbacks  he  is  entitled  to  upon  ex- 
portation. Can  we  wonder  at  the  decay  of  our  commerce 
under  such  circumstances  ?  Should  we  not  rather  wonder 
that  we  had  any  left  ?  " 

There  were  in  1785  sixty-eight  so-called  "  branches "  of 
d  ity,  and  any  one  parcel  might  come  under  quite  a  series  of 
these.  Mr.  Pittar  gives  what  he  describes  as  "a  simple 
specimen."  He  supposes  the  importation  of  2,000  ells  of 
Russian  linen,  in  which  at  the  time  under  review  a  consider- 
able business  was  done.  That  article  was  struck  at  by  ten 
different  revenue  statutes  piled  one  on  the  top  of  the  other. 
The  total  Customs  duties  on  this  importation  amounted  to 
69/.  17s  .  made  up  of  ten  separate  charges  varying  in  amount 
from  2/.  to  30/.  Mr.  Pitt  first  tried  to  consolidate  the 
Customs  duties  in  1787,  but  even  his  tariff,  though  it  was  a 
much  simpler  one  than  the  nation  had  come  to  regard  as  in- 


evitable, named  1,414  articles,  and  these  were  subject  to 
different  rates  of  duty  according  to  whether  they  were 
brought  to  port  in  British  or  foreign  ships.  Costly  wars 
soon  broke  out,  and  the  Exchequer  had  recourse  to  the  con- 
venient Customs  duties  again  and  again,  special  percentages 
being  added  by  various  Acts  to  special  articles.  In  1801, 
for  example,  1  cwt.  of  coffee,  paid  1/.  18  s.  6d.  duty  by  the 
consolidated  tariff  of  1787,  Is.  lid.  by  a  Customs  Act  of  1797, 
another  Is.  11^.  by  a  later  Customs  Act  of  the  same  year, 
and  3s.  4<Z.  convoy  duty  (to  pay  for  the  protection  granted 
by  the  Navy  against  pirates)  by  an  Act  of  1798.  Other  Con- 
solidation Acts  were  passed  in  1803,  1816,  and  1823.  Alto- 
gether in  the  first  fifty- three  years  of  George  III.'s  reign 
1,300  Customs  laws  were  passed,  the  majority  of  them,  we 
may  be  sure,  imposing  fresh  taxation. 

The  great  free-trade  Acts  were  passed  in  1845  and  1846. 
and  from  then  down  to  Mr.  Gladstone's  Budgets  of  1853  and 
1860  the  work  of  freeing  the  tariff  of  hundreds  of  articles 
formerly  subject  to  duty  went  on  rapidly.  The  remission 
and  reduction  of  duties  were  followed  by  a  constantly  ex- 
panding revenue,  while  naturally  the  business  of  importation 
and  exportation,  freed  from  the  shackles  which  had  hitherto 
bound  it,  increased  at  an  enormous  rate.  At  present  the 
Customs  tariff  of  this  country  contains  only  nine  principal 
heads,  and  four  of  these — namely,  spirits,  tobacco,  tea,  and 
wine — yield  nineteen-twentieths  of  the  Customs  revenue. 

The  term  "  Customs,"  according  to  Mr.  Chisholm,  was 
anciently  used  in  an  extensive  sense  for  "  customary  "  pay- 
ments or  dues  of  many  kinds,  whether  regal,  episcopal,  or 
ecclesiastical,  until  in  process  of  time  it  was  restricted  to 
the  duties  payable  to  the  king,  either  upon  the  exportation 
or  importation  or  carriage  coast-wise  of  certain  articles  of 
commerce.  Legislative  authority  for  such  dues  cannot  be  ■ 
traced  back  beyond  the  reign  of-  Edward  I.,  and  it  was  only 
in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  that  the  English  Customs  became 
of  substantial  importance.  The  common  idea  of  making  the 
foreigner  pay  your  taxes  has  always  been  a  popular  one,  and 
it  still  prevails  in  America,  France,  Germany,  and  other  en- 
lightened nations.  Perhaps  they  are  right  and  we  are  wrong  ; 
but  certainly  Mr.  Pittar's  report,  which  altogether  fills  1,000 
pages,  tends  to  prove  the  wisdom  of  those  statesmen  who  first 
saw  and  acted  on  the  principle  of  allowing  the  freest  possible 
opportunities  for  this  nation  to  exchange  products  with  other 
countries. 


ALCOHOLIC  EXTRACTS. 

The  Chemical  Section  of  the  London  Chamoer  of  Commerce 
has  now  discharged  its  duty  in  regard  to  the  spirit  laws. 
Our  report  of  the  meeting  held  on  Monday  shows  that  the 
section,  speaking  through  the  Chairman  (Mr.  Tyrer),  recom- 
mends wholesale  draggists  to  look  after  alcoholic  extracts 
themselves  ;  which  is  exactly  what  we  have  said,  but  the 
wholesale  druggists  could  not  move  until  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  dropped  this  part  of  the  very  large  subject  which 
they  have  been  so  earnestly  and  long  considering.  The 
ground  is  now,  therefore,  clear  for  movement,  and  as  soon 
as  the  new  "  British  Pharmacopoeia  "  appears,  the  wholesale 
druggists  can  formulate  their  claim  to  the  Treasury.  We  are 
in  this  matter  dealiog  with  home  manufactures,  which  fail  in 
price-competition  with  imported  products  because  the  latter 
are  made  under  more  advantageous  conditions  than  obtain  in 
this  country.  We  have  shown  it  is  not  so  much  that 
the  prejudice  lies  in  increased  cost  of  drugs,  or  of  labour  in 
preparing  the  extracts,  as  in  the  difference  of  cost  of  spirit 
in  this  country  and  in  Germany.  It  may  be  well  to 
recapitulate  the  factors  in  the  matter,  and,  to  take  the 
least  favourable  case  as  an  example — viz.,  comparison  cf 
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methylated  spirit,  the  cheapest  form  procurable  here,  with, 
the  duty-free  pure  alcohol  of  the  German  manufacturer — 
we  proceed  to  make,  say,  alcoholic  extract  of  belladonna. 
From  100  lbs.  of  ground  root  we  shall  get  12  lbs.  of  extract, 
and  we  shall  lose,  at  a  very  moderate  computation,  at  least 
5  gals,  of  spirit,  costing  at  the  present  time  8s.  4/Z.  The 
German  maker  will  also  lose  5  gals.,  but  this  will  cost  him 
only  3s.  4d.  a  difference  of  5?.  in  his  favour.  Other 
things  being  equal,  the  12  lbs.  of  alcoholic  extract  of 
belladonna  will  cost  the  German  maker  5d.  per  lb.  less 
than  it  costs  the  British  maker,  which  means  that 
the  former  can  undersell  the  latter  and  make  a  larger  profit. 
The  home  manufacturer  is  not,  and  the  home  Government 
should  not  be,  content  with  a  condition  of  things  which  per- 
mits such  a  result — the  exclusion  of  the  Britisher  from  his 
own  markets.  It  is  easier,  we  admit,  to  point  to  the  anomaly 
than  to  remove  it.  Suggestions  have  been  made  that  duty- 
free spirit  might  be  permitted  under  certain  safeguards  as  in 
Germany,  and  also  that  a  countervailing  duty  on  imported 
extracts  would  meet  the  case.  The  latter  would  no  doubt  be 
effective  so  far  as  regards  home  business,  but  to  make  the  thing 
complete  it  would  be  necessary,  according  to  Mr.  E.  A.  Webb, 
to  institute  a  drawback  on  exportation  of  such  extracts. 
The  arranging  of  countervailing  duties  should  present  no 
difficulties  to  those  gentlemen  who  gave  so  freely  of  their  ex- 
perience to  Somerset  House  on  the  occasion  when  drawback 
was  granted  on  spirituous  preparations,  to  remove  disabilities 
similar  to  those  under  consideration.  Having  arranged  a 
schedule  of  the  extracts — no  lengthy  list— the  amount  of 
duty  on  the  one  hand  and  of  drawback  on  the  other  might 
be  made  to  correspond  and  to  be  depeadent  on  the  solubility 
of  the  extract  in  a  definite  proportion  ot  spirit  as  used  in  its 
preparation.  An  objection  to  the  suggestion  of  a  drawback 
on  exportation  is  that  it  can  only  in  fairness  apply  to  extracts 
upon  which  duty  has  been  paid,  either  on  importation  or  | 
through  the  use  of  duty-paid  spirit  in  this  country.  In  any 
other  circumstances  a  drawback  would  mean,  in  the  eyes  of 
the  Treasury,  bounty  to  home  manufacturers,  and  we  question 
if  the  Treasury  has  power  to  pay  from  the  exchequer  in 
respect  to  an  article  which  contributes  nothing  to  the 
country's  coffers.  Should  this  suggested  drawback  not  be 
found  practicable  unless  in  regard  to  articles  which  have 
paid  countervailing  duty,  there  still  remains  a  means  of 
relieving  the  home  manufacturer  by  giving  him  a  cheaper 
system  of  denaturisation  than  with  the  comparatively  expen- 
sive wood  spirit,  or  means  for  manufacture  in  bond.  To  both 
of  these  means  we  have  devoted  attention  in  previous 
articles,  and  we  need  only  now  express  the  hope  that  the 
wholesale  trade  will  take  up  the  matter  afresh,  for  we  have 
every  reason  to  believe  that  the  Treasury  and  the  Excise 
authorities  are  perfectly  willing  to  relieve  the  trade  from  any 
real  disability,  however  trivial,  provided  they  have  assurance 
that  any  concession  will  not  be  abused. 


IF   THERE  HAD  BEEN  NO  PHARMA- 
CEUTICAL SOCIETY! 

The  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  suggested  to 
the  Bristol  pharmacists  at  their  dinner  last  week,  as  a  topic 
for  chastening  thought,  the  idea  of  a  world  of  pharmacy 
and  no  Pharmaceutical  Society.  "  What  would  have  been 
the  condition  of  pharmacists  if  there  had  been  no  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  of  Great  Britain?"  he  asked.  It  was  hardly 
considerate  to  thus  cast  a  gloom  over  a  festive  party,  and  it 
does  not  appear  that  the  President  pursued  the  theme.  But 
suppose  we  take  our  courage  in  botii  hands,  and  face  the 
lugubrious  retrospect.  Perhaps  there  is  some  little  bit  of 
silver  lining  to  the  daik  clouds.  First  we  may  point  out  that 
there  would  have  been  a  Pharmacy  Act  whether  there  had 


been  a  Society  or  not.  That  is  certain.  'Ihe  regulation  of 
the  sale  of  poisons,  and  the  registration  and  qualification  of 
pharmacists  was  a  project  of  Government  after  Government 
for  many  years  before  1868,  ami  was  by  no  means  the  device 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  The  Act  would  have  been 
administered  by  a  specially  appointed  Board  under  the  Privy 
Council,  or  as  a  section  of  the  Gene  al  Medical  Council'^  work, 
and  probably  in  the  latter  way.  We  are  not  eager  to  bend  our 
necks  to  the  medical  profession,  who  it  is  certain  would  have 
been  the  predominant  partner  in  the  business  of  government, 
but  it  is  easy  to  see  that  the  association  of  the  professions  of 
medicine  and  pharmacy  would  have  brought  with  it  many 
substantial  advantages.  We  should  have  been  what  we  often 
make  believe  we  arei — "  an  integral  part  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession," we  should  have  had,  as  a  matter  of  course,  our  due 
share  in  the  production  of  the  Pharmacopicia,  and  we  should 
have  been  much  nearer  than  we  are  towards  the  acquirement 
of  the  bulk  of  the  dispensing  practice  of  the  country.  We 
should  have  had  societies  certainly  enough,  after  the  style  of 
the  British  Medical  and  the  British  Dental  Associations, 
essentially  trade-unions.  Trade-unionism  we  are  told  is  not 
practicable  or  compatible  with  the  dignity  of  a  society  en- 
trusted with  administrative  functions.  And  the  worst  of  it 
is  that  while  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  cannot  organise 
anything  of  the  kind,  its  existence  blocks  the  way  of  any 
society  that  could  and  would.  Lastly,  we  should  have  had 
the  men  with  us  we  have  now.  The  President  and  Vice- 
President  could  have  gone  starring  about  at  provincial 
dinners  as  they  do  now,  and  we  are  disposed  to  think  their 
audiences  would  not  be  less  interested  if  they  were  forced  to 
find  some  other  subject  than  the  well-worn  one  of  the 
virtues  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  to  talk  about. 


MACLAGAN'S  COCAINE  TEST. 

A  good  deal  has  been  written  on  the  Continent  lately  regard- 
ing Mr.  Henry  Maclagan's  cocaine  test,  which  it  may  be 
remembered  was  originally  communicated  to  the  American 
Druggist,  and  was  first  mentioned  in  this  country  in  the 
C.  S)  D.,  March  5,  1887,  when  corroborative  experiments  of 
our  own  assisted  in  establishing  the  utility  of  the  test. 
Messrs.  C.  F.  Bohringer  &  Sons,  of  Mannheim,  have  now 
admirably  summed  up  the  recent  discussion  by  a  paper  in 
the  Pharm.  Centralh  ,  which  replies  to  various  points  and 
establishes  the  utility  of  the  test.  There  has  been  some 
doubt  on  the  Continent  as  to  the  exact  terms  of  the  test, 
this  being  due  to  the  confusion  in  the  foreign  mind  of  fluid 
and  weight  ounces.  Mr.  Maclagan  described  the  test  as 
follows  : — 

If  about  1  gr.  of  the  hydrochlorate  of  cocaine  be  dissolved 
in  about  2  li.  oz.  of  water,  1  or  2  drops  of  water  of  ammonia 
added,  and  the  sides  or  bottom  of  the  containing  vessel 
rubbed  with  a  glass  rod,  well-marked  strirc  will  occur  where 
the  rod  has  touched,  and  shortly  after  flocks  of  precipitate 
will  form  and  slowly  subside,  leaving  the  liquid  clear  and 
bright  as  at  first.  If  the  amorphous  salt  is  present,  even  in 
moderately  small  proportions,  no  strire  nor  precipitate  will 
form,  and  the  liquor  will  remain  milky  for  a  long  time,  the 
surface  having  a  more  or  less  oily  appearance. 

Continental  chemists  have  been  in  difficulty  as  to  the  pro- 
portions of  hydrochlorate  and  water,  and  what  strength  of 
ammonia-water  to  use.  Messrs.  Bohringer  rightly  point  out 
that  the  10-per-cent.  solution  of  ammonia  was  originally 
prescribed,  and  that  the  best  results  are  obtained  with 
01  gramme  of  hydrochlorate,  85  c.c.  of  water,  and  0  2  c.c.  of 
the  ammonia  solution,  or  1  +  850  +  2.  while  Maclagan's  pro- 
portions were  1  +  910  +  2.  In  our  experiments  we  used 
1  +  440 +- 1  with  equally  satisfactory  results.  The  more  irn- 
pDrtant  point  of  Messrs.  Buhringer's  communication  is  that 
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they  report  isatropylcocaine  to  be  the  "amorphous  salt"  re- 
ferred to  by  Maclagan.  When  he  formulated  his  test 
isatropylcocaine  had  not  been  discovered,  and  it  is  somewhat 
remarkable  that  Messrs.  Bobringer  have  taken  this  cocaine 
derivative,  added  it  to  absolutely  pure  cocaine  in  definite 
quantities,  a  nd  obtained  results  which  corroborate  Maclagan's 
general  conclusions.    The  following  are  their  data  : — 

Isatropylcocaine, 

per  cent.  min. 

.  1.    O'O    Crystalline  ppt.,  and  clear  solution  commencing  in  1£ 

9    0-1  9-L 

?i     0-9  ^ 

.  U  ~  J)  51  >>  <lf  ° 

4.  0'4  Amorphous    „            „            „            „  6 

5-  0-6  „            „            „            „            „  5 

6.  0-8  „  „            ,            ,           „  8 

7.  1*0  Scarcely  perceptible     ,,  „            „  10 

8.  25  No  precipitate  until  after  ten  minutes. 

9.  35 

10.  4-0  Slightly  opalescent. 

11.  5  0  Solution  milky. 

12.  10  0  ,,      strongly  turbid. 

The  last  three  tests  yielded  no  precipitates.  Maclagan 
observed  that  when  the  proportion  of  "  amorphous  salt "  was 
about  4  per  cent,  a  precipitate  ceased  to  form,  and  the  new 
experiments  prove  that  that  takes  place  with  3  6  per  cent,  of 
isatropylcocaine.  It  is  worth  remembering  that  isatropylco- 
caine is  highly  toxic,  and  this  fact  emphasises  the  importance 
of  the  test. 


A  STRANGE  CONTRAST. 

An  excellent  work  is  being  carried  on  at  Midland  Hall, 
Jiatcliffe,  East  London.  Destitute  men  of  all  ages  are  there 
housed  and  fed — helped  in  their  extreme  need.  During  1897 
there  were  115,000  admissions  to  this  haven.  By  far  the 
greater  proportion  of  those  seeking  the  benefits  of  the  place 
are  general  labourers,  but,  says  To-day,  "  several  chemists 
are  on  the  list,  and  more  than  one  brewer." 

£27,000  FOR  A  PHARMACY. 

It  is  a  long;  price,  but  it  has  been  paid  for  the  "  Alte 
Apotheke "  in  Gelsenkirchen,  Prussia.  The  value  of  the 
ground  rent,  premises,  and  stock  was  6,500/.,  the  rest  was  for 
l;  goodwill."  Ten  years  ago  the  pharmacy  changed  hands  at 
19,000/.,  so  that  the  proprietor  has  made  a  good  thing  of  it, 
tnanks  to  the  "  concessions  "  which  a  paternal  Government 
eives  to  the  disciples  of  Galen.  Here  in  England  a  pharma- 
cist has  no  chance  like  that  unless  he  happens  to  buy  a 
public-house. 

TARTARIC  AND  CITRIC  ACIDS. 

Mr.  L.  de  Koningh,  F.C.S.,  writing  to  the  Chemical  Kens 
in  regard  to  the  preparation  of  lead-free  ammonium  salts  of 
tartaric  and  citiic  acids,  suggests  the  application  of 
Egeling's  process  for  the  purification  of  the  salts.  To  the 
solution  of  ammonium  tartrate  or  citrate  from  lead  and 
copper,  which  should  be  strongly  alkaline,  a  little  strong 
hydrogen  sulphide  is  cautiously  added  until  the  colour-does 
not  get  any  darker  ;  a  little  kaolin  is  then  added,  and  the 
whole  well  stirred  until  it  has  combined  with  the  sulphides. 
The  liquid  i,s  now  filtered,  and  should  at  once  be  used  for  the 
comparison-test.  If  the  filtrate  is  yellowish,  this  may  be 
remedied  by  agitating  with  purified  animal  charcoal.  The 
fdtrate  should  then  once  more  be  tested  with  hydrogen 
sulphide  and,  if  necessary,  be  again  shaken  with  kaolin. 
Mr.  de  Koningh  doubts  whether  hydrogen  sulphide  really 
removes  all  the  lead,  but  the  solutions  are  pure  enough  for 
comparison. 

UNQUALIFIED  DISPENSERS. 

The  Therapist  points  out  the  inconsistency  of  the  General 
Medical  Council  allowing  medical  men  to  employ  unqualified 
dispensers  when  they  are  not  to  be  allowed  to  have  unquali- 
fied assistants.  Cur  contemporary  calls  attention  to  the  fact 
that  care  and  accuracy  in  dispensing  medicines  is  as  essential 


as  accurate  diagnosis,  and  hopes  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
will  have  a  word  to  say  on  this  important  matter.  On  the 
subject  of  unqualified  assistants,  a  lay  paper  says  the  recent 
action  of  the  Medical  Council  has  caused  several  of  the  dis- 
charged assistants  to  set  up  establishments  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  surgeries  of  their  old  employers,  and  vend  drugs,  give 
prescriptions,  dispense  medicines,  and  visit  patients,  which, 
it  is  believed,  they  can  do  with  impunity,  as  long  as  they  do 
not  commit  the  offence  under  the  medical  laws  of  pretending 
to  be  medical  men.  What  with  the  Medical  Council  and 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  the  path  these  men  tread  mus 
be  very  narrow  indeed. 

PRISON  DISPENSERSHIPS. 

The  Prison  Commissioners  have  just  issued  an  order  in 
regard  to  dispenserships  in  H.M.  prisons  to  the  effect  that  in 
future  such  position  in  the  large  prisons  will  be  filled  by  the 
warders  serving  in  the  hospital,  subject  to  their  obtaining  the 
Minor  qualification  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  This 
makes  no  change  in  the  qualification,  as  hitherto  only 
chemists  and  druggists  were  eligible  for  the  positions  ;  but 
the  status  of  prison  compounders  has  been  somewhat 
anomalous,  the  compounders  always  being  liable  to  be  called 
upon  to  do  anything  in  the  prison  which  the  Governor  may 
direct.  This  has  been  felt  to  be  a  grievance,  and  it  is  now 
remedied  in  draconic  fashion  by  giving  the  compounders  the 
nominal  appointment  of  warder,  and  confining  them  to  hos- 
pital duties  rather  than  general  work  in  the  prisons.  The 
more  satisfactory  part  of  the  new  regulation  is  that  the  legal 
qualification  is  retained  inviolate.  The  Local  Government 
Board  appears  to  think  that  retired  Army  compounders  and 
apothecaries'  assistants  are  good  enough  for  the  poor ;  but 
the  Prison  Commissioners  decline  to  entrust  the  lives  of  con- 
victs to  any  but  chemists  and  druggists.  We  presume  that 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland  will  see  to  it  that  the 
Irish  licence  is  recognised  for  Irish  prisons. 

PHOTOGRAPHIC  POISONS. 

The  British  Journal  of  Photography  has  for  some  time 
been  making  itself  a  laughing-stock  to  its  readers  in  regard 
to  its  bias  against  the  Pharmacy  Act.  Last  week  the 
question  asked  in  the  House  of  Commons  about  carbolic  acid, 
and  the  reply  that  the  Privy  Council  are  shoitly  introducing 
a  Bill  on  the  subject,  acted  as  the  red-rag  and  called  forth 
the  following  words  of  wisdom  : — ■ 

Dealers  in  and  users  of  chemicals  of  a  poisonous  nature  should 
look  out  for  this  Bill  in  their  own  interests,  for,  if  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Trades  Union  obtains  further  monopolies,  the  consumer 
must  suffer  in  the  price  he  will  have  to  pay  for  his  material.  At 
one  time  one  could  buy  "  fly-papers  "  at  the  oil-shop  for  6(7.  the 
dozen  ;  now  he  has  to  pay  Id.  each  to  the  pharmaceutical  chemist 
for  the  same  brand.  At  this  rate  the  amateur  photographer 
instead  of  paying  Is.  an  oz.  to  his  dealer  for  his  pyro — and  that 
is  a  thing  the  Society  would  like  to  have  a  monopoly  in — would  be 
charged  by  the  druggist  2s.  the  oz.  At  the  grocers'  or  oil-men's, 
patent  medicines,  bearing  the  Government  stamp,  can  be  obtained 
for  from  9kd.  to  10M.,  but,  if  they  happen  to  contain  the  merest 
trace  of  oue  of  the  scheduled  materials,  one  has  to  pay  Is.  lhd.  to 
the  pharmaceutical  chemist,  though  the  list-prices  are  the  same. 

The  ludicrousness  of  these  remarks  becomes  more  apparent 
when  it  is  borne  in  mind  that  at  least  two-thirds  of  the 
photographic  trade  is  already  in  the  hands  of  chemists.  It 
makes  one  shudder  to  think  what  will  happen  to  the  B.  J.  P. 
when  it  realises  that  there  is  actually  a  Pharmacy  Bill  before 
the  House  at  the  present  time.  Anyhow,  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  should  awake  to  the  fact  that  Mr.  Alexander 
Cross  is  not  alone  in  his  rancour  against  the  Pharmacy  Act 
and  things  pharmaceutical.  We  hardly  think  oil-shop  "  fly- 
papers "  would  be  strong  enough  to  catch  the  "  bee  in  the 
bonnet  "  which  our  contemporary  is  suffering  from. 


Geemax  Denatured  Spieit  contains  pyridine  and  smells 
badly  when  it  is  burnt.  A  little  (2  per  cent,  or  more) 
formalin   overcomes  this. 
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Howards  &  Sons'  supplement  to  the  colossal  number  of 
The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  January  29  is,  notwith- 
standing its  advertising  features,  a  dignified  contribution  of 
great  historical  interest.  It  marks  the  end  of  the  first 
century  of  the  firm's  existence.  The  history  of  quinine  is  an 
important  fpature  of  the  contribution,  and  it  is  interesting 
to  note  that  the  manufacture  of  this  chemical  was  at  first 
(about  1827)  considered  of  such  insignificant  importance  that 
the  exact  date  when  the  first  few  lots  were  made  has  been 
lost  "though  a  thousand  ounces  then  struck  the  imagination 
more  than  the  million  and  a  half  ounces  contained  in  the 
'bark  offered  in  one  sale  in  Amsterdam  the  other  day." — 
American  Journal  of  Pharmacy, 

*  * 

An  Australian  Almanac. — A  London  correspondent 
sends  for  our  admiration  an  1898  almanac  issued  by  a 
cousin  of  his.  It  appears  to  be  printed  in  Melbourne,  and 
•contains  a  larger  proportion  than  visual  of  appropriate 
■articles,  such  as  notes  on  the  hair,  emergencies,  the  sick- 
room, colds,  kc.  Some  collotype  pictures  of  scenery,  most 
of  them,  curiously  enough,  of  Sydney  sights,  are  stitched  up 
■with  the  book.  Among  the  chemist's  own  advertisements 
we  notice  a  "sure  cure  for  neuralgia  "  at  Is.,  and  a  "neu- 
ralgia-mixture" at  2s.  6d.  The  first  is  described  as  "a 
speedy,  certain,  and  safe  cure,"  the  latter  as  "  a  safe  and 
reliable  remedy."  But  why  should  a  sufferer  expend  the 
extra  1,?.  6/1  if  he  can  be  so  sure  of  getting  cured  for  Is.  ? 
Another  little  criticism  which  we  venture  to  offer  is  that  "  a 
■speedy,  certain,  and  safe  cure  "  does  not  run  off  the  tongue 
so  easily  as  "  a  speedy,  safe,  and  certain  cure." 

*  *  *  * 

Messrs.  Parker  &  Cross,  of  Scarborough,  send  us  a 
price-list  which  includes  a  very  complete  list  of  photographic 
apparatus  and  chemicals.  They  also  give  a  list  of  objects 
of  |interest  in  Scarborough  and  district  suitable'for;  the  camera, 
and  in  other  ways  show  themselves  ready  to  provide  for 
the  amateur.  Elsewhere  in  the  list  we  notice  a  page  of 
"  preparations  specially  recommended,",headed  thus  :\"  There 
are  so  many  patent  medicines  of  very  little  value  that 
Messrs.  Parker  have  themselves  prepared  a  few  preparations, 
all  of  which  are  perfectly  reliable  and  harmless,  and  which 
they  most  strongly  recommend."  The  idea  of  these  good 
men  being  driven  to  the  preparation  of  a  few  specialitiess 
•out  of  pity  for  customers  who  might  otherwise  be  deluded 
strikes  us  a  little  thin  even  for  the  amiable  and  intelligent 
public. 

*  *  *  * 

Improving  the  Spring-cleaning  Misert. 
Messrs.  Boots  have  instituted  a  spring-cleaning  competition. 
They  offer  prizes  of  21.  each  for  the  best  letter  of  twenty  lines 
and  for  the  best  four  verses  describing  a  spring  cleaning. 
Each  competitor  must  hold  a  receipt  for  something  used  for 
spring  cleaning  purchased  at  one  of  the  firm's  shops,  and 
letters  and  verses  are  to  be  sent  to  "Mr.  Spring.  Cleaner, 
•care  of  Boots,  cash  chemists,  Nottingham." 

*  *  *  * 

A  Moving  Announcement. 
Mr.  Standing,  Market  Street,  Darwen,  announces  his 
removal  by  an  advertisement  in  the  local  paper,  headed 
with  the  block  of  a  cat  coming  out  of  a  bag,  and  the  words, 
"  Now  the  cat  is  out  of  the  bag,  and  Standing,  the  chemist, 
has  emerged  from  the  antiquated  shop,  10  Market  Street, 
and  taken  a  hop,  skip,  and  a  jump  right  across  the  way  to 
the  large  modern  premises  at  the  corner  of  Arch  Street." 
This  is  hardly  a  dignified  way  of  announcing  the  change, 
hut  probably  some  customers  like  the  style. 


A  Wine- licence  has  been  granted  to  Parke's  Drug-stores 
<Limited)  for  their  branch  at  316  High  Road,  Kilburn. 

Some  New  Drugs  were  spoken  of  by  Mr.  P.  Siedler  at 
the  January  meeting  of  the  German  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
Kola-nut,  coffee,  indiarubber,  a  balsam,  cinchona-bark,  and 
andropogon  oil  from  Sao  Thome  (British  West  Africa),  gum 
arabic  from  German  West  Africa,  and  Australian  sandarac  were 
the  principal  things.  They  are  described  in  the  first  part  of 
this  years  "  Proceedings  "  of  the  Society. 


Jtsfibifus  anrj  (Entertainments. 


Two  Lord  Mayors  at  a  Chemists'  Dinner. 

The  Liverpool  Chemists  have  gone  one  better  than  their 
Manchester  neighbours  by  getting  two  Lord  Mayors  to 
honour  the  annual  banquet  of  the  Chemists'  Association, 
which  was  held  at  the  Adelphi  Hotel  on  March  17.  Mr.  John 
Bain,  President  of  the  Association,  occupied  the  chair;  and 
the  company  numbered  about  120,  and  included  the  Lord 
Mayor  of  Liverpool  (Alderman  John  Houlding),  the  Lord 
Mayor  of  Manchester  (Alderman  R.  Gibson),  the  Mayor  of 
Bootle  (Dr.  McMurray),  Professors  Carter,  Harvey  Gibson, 
and  Boyce,  Drs.  Cartbew,  Bronnigan,  Davey,  Moore,  and 
Symes,  Councillor  A.  H.  Samuel,  Messrs.  Ed.  Evans,  jun., 
E.  N.  Evans,  J.  H.  Evans,  Harold  Webb,  H.  Jackson,  C. 
Jackson,  R.  C.  Cowley,  T.  F.  Abraham,  A.  S.  Buck,  &c. 

The  Lord  Mayors  and  the  Mayor  present  were  toasted  in 
a  group.  The  Lord  Mayor  of  Liverpool,  in  responding,  said 
he  considered  the  Act  which  required  chemists  to  pass  an 
examination  was  one  of  the  finest  measures  that  had  ever 
been  introduced.  He  knew  people  who  had  no  qualification 
sometimes  opened  druggists'  shops,  and  he  had  often 
wondered  how  they  could  carry  on  their  work  properly 
without  being  duly  trained  and  educated. 

The  Lord  Mayor  of  Manchester  opened  his  response  by  a 
humorous  reference  to  the  port  of  Manchester  as  a  compe- 
titor with  that  of  Liverpool.  Turning  to  pharmaceutical 
topics,  he  referred  to  certain  reflections  which  had  been  cast 
upon  him  by  the  editor  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist. 
He  thought  the  editor  of  that  journal  must  be  a  young 
man,  for,  as  everybody  knew,  young  men  knew  more  than 
those  of  greater  experience  and  riper  years.  (Laughter.) 
On  a  former  occasion  he  (Alderman  Gibson)  had  declared 
that  the  social  status  of  the  chemist  fifty  years  ago  was  no 
better  than  that  of  the  grocer,  the  baker,  or  the  candlestick- 
maker — simply  that,  and  nothing  more.  This  editor,  in  his 
wisdom,  commenting  on  his  remarks,  said:  "  It  is  not  quite 
fair  of  the  Lord  Mayor  of  Manchester  to  say  that  such  men 
as  we  have  alluded  to  were  only  on  a  level  with  the  baker, 
the  grocer,  and  the  candlestick-maker."  Of  course,  there 
were  exceptions  then  as  there  are  exceptions  now.  He  was 
speaking  of  the  great  mass  of  the  chemists  of  the  country, 
whose  social  status  was  nothing  like  what  it  is  now.  The 
editor  then  proceeded  to  make  the  crushing  statement  re- 
garding himself :  "  But  he  made  his  fortune  by  leaving  the 
drug-trade,  not  by  sticking  to  it."  He  would  like  to  say, 
however,  that  the  remarks  which  gave  rise  to  this  criticism 
were  to  the  effect  that  he  bad  been  educated  in  the  drug- 
trade,  and  was  altogether  indebted  to  that  calling  for  his 
training.  He  never  meant  to  say  that  the  retail  trade  was 
superior  to  anything  else  in  the  world,  but  he  intended  to 
say,  and  he  would  repeat,  that  in  his  opinion  there  was  no 
business  which  gave  a  man  so  much  general  information,  and 
which  qualified  him  so  well  for  any  position  in  life  and  for 
the  higher  professions,  better  than  the  drug-trade,  and  if  he 
had  a  hundred  sons  he  would  send  them  all  to  learn  it 
and  make  them  pass  the  examinations  provided.  Conditions 
had  changed  in  the  drug-trade,  no  doubt,  but  they  had 
generally  changed  for  the  better.  With  a  fit  appreciation  of 
economy  few  men  could  succeed  better  than  chemists.  He 
did  not  know  a  trade  in  which  capital  yielded  better  returns, 
and  it  qualified  a  man  for  any  position,  except,  perhaps,  that 
of  a  bishop. 

The  Mayor  of  Bootle,  in  a  racy  speech,  responded  to  the 
toast;  and  concluded  by  proposing  "The  Liverpool  Chemists' 
Association,"  coupling  with  it  the  name  of  the  general 
secretary,  Mr.  T.  H.  Wardlewoi  tb,  who,  in  replying,  read 
telegrams  from  the  North  Staffordshire  Chemists'  Associa- 
tion sending  hearty  greetings,  and  from  the  President  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society.  The  Liverpool  Association,  Mr. 
Wardleworth  said,  bad  earned  a  position  for  itself  during 
the  past  forty-nine  years,  and  it  was  gratifying  to  note  how 
its  work  was  appreciated  by  the  professional  journals.  He 
urged  the  members  to  make  the  coming  session,  which  would 
be  the  jubilee  of  the  Association,  one  worthy  of  its  past  in 
every  way. 

Professor  Harvey  Gibson  proposed  "  The  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Great  Britain,"  and  commented  on  its  educational 
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work.  Mr.  Rymer  Young  and  Dr.  Paul  responded.  The 
record  of  the  good  works  of  the  Society  which  these  speakers 
gave  proved  sufficiently  lengthy  to  crowd  out  of  the  pro- 
gramme the  toast  of  "  The  Chemical  and  Drug  Trade." 

SoDgs  and  instrumental  music  were  contributed  during  the 
evening  by  the  Lyric  Glee  Singers. 

The  North  Staffs  Chemists  Dine. 

The  North  Staffs  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Association 
met  on  March  17,  at  the  Copeland  Arms  Hotel,  Stoke-on- 
Trent,  to  put  through  their  reports,  elect  their  officers,  and 
dine.  The  reports  were  considered  satisfactory,  and  the 
officers  were  all  re-elected,  namely:  Mr.  J.  Averill  Presi- 
dent ;  Mr.  F.  Adams  and  Mr.  J.  W.  Moore  Vice-Presidents ; 
Mr.  Edmund  Jones  Hon.  Secretary  ;  and  Mr.  Weston  Poole 
Treasurer. 

Mr.  Averill  presided  at  the  dinner,  and  among  the  guests 
were  Mr.  G.  S.  Woolley,  President  of  the  Manchester 
Association,  and  Mr.  W.  G.  Cross,  J. P.,  Shrewsbury. 

A  letter  was  read  from  Mr.  W.  Hills,  President  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  regretting  his  inabilily  to  be  present 
owing  to  work  involved  in  introducing  the  Pharmacy  Bill 
into  Parliament. 

The  toast  of  "  The  Pharmaceutical  Society  "  was  proposed  by 
Mr.  J.  W.  Moore.  He  sympathised  with  the  policy  of  the 
raising  of  the  standard  of  the  examinations  with  the  view  of 
raising  the  status  of  the  trade;  but  in  districts  like  their  own, 
where  the  trade  was  a  general  one  and  the  higher  branch  so 
little  in  demand,  he  questioned  if  the  results  would  be  so  bene- 
ficial as  in  some  other  localities.  The  Bill  before  Parliament 
did  not  contain  all  he  wished,  but  it  was  a  step  towards 
further  progress. 

Mr.  Cross,  in  replying,  claimed  that  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  possessed  the  best  features  of  the  old  guilds.  It  was 
looked  up  to  by  all  the  pharmaceutical  world  of  Great 
Britain  and  the  colonies.  Good  progress  had  already  been 
made  with  the  Pharmacy  Bill,  and  there  was  now  every 
likelihood  of  its  becoming  law.  Two  M.P.'s — Mr.  Moreton 
and  Dr.  Tanner — had  supported  the  Bill  with  great  skill  and 
tact,  and  Mr.  Hill  deserved  thanks  for  the  way  he  had 
worked  in  getting  the  measure  introduced.  Mr.  Weston 
Poole  proposed  "  The  Medical  Profession,"  for  which  Dr. 
Moody  responded.  At  the  conclusion  of  a  friendly  speech 
Dr.  Moody  exhibited  a  new  oro-nasal  respirator,  which, 
in  view  of  the  lead-poisoning  question  in  the  Potteries,  was 
examined  with  much  interest. 

Mr.  Woolley,  in  submitting  "The  North  Staffs  Chemists' 
Association,"  said  he  was  a  firm  believer  in  associations,  and 
had  worked  in  connection  with  the  Manchester  Association 
for  over  forty  years.  During  that  time  they  had  not  met 
with  the  success  they  could  have  hoped  for,  but  he  thought 
they  could  claim  to  have  done  good  work.  He  noticed  that 
they  had  the  same  difficulty  to  contend  with  in  North  Staffs 
as  had  been  experienced  in  Manchester:  that  was  in 
getting  members  to  come  to  evening  meetings.  In  Man- 
chester they  had  had  to  introduce  a  rule  adding  a  smoking- 
concert  to  the  paper,  and  not  admitting  members  to  the 
concert  unless  they  had  heard  the  paper.  Mr.  Woolley  went 
on  to  commend  the  Pharmacy  Bill,  and  to  dispute  the 
allegation  that  it  was  nothing  but  a  Bill  for  acquiring 
guineas.  The  Council  was  actuated  by  something  far 
higher  than  that — by  something  that  could  not  be  measured 
by  £  s.  d.  A  solid  society  was  what  they  wanted  to  get  so 
that  concerted  action  could  be  taken,  and  some  good  done 
for  all  of  them.  Mr.  Woolley  also  referred  to  the  proposed 
Bill  to  regulate  the  sale  of  carbolic  acid,  and  said  every 
association  in  the  country  ought  to  work  to  get  a  proper  Bill 
passed  on  the  subject. 

The  President  and  Mr.  Edmund  Jones,  the  Honorary  Sec- 
retary, replied  to  the  toast;  and  Mr.  T.  C.  Cornwall  sug- 
gested that  a  congratulatory  telegram  should  be  sent  to  the 
Liverpool  Association,  who  were  holding  their  annual  dinner 
that  evening.  The  suggestion  was  approved,  and  the 
President  wired  the  following  message  : — "  Hearty  greetings 
from  N.  S.  Chemists'  Association,  and  regret  the  loss  sus- 
tained through  the  death  of  mutual  and  respected  friend, 
Mr.  Conroy,  who  was  present  at  our  last  annual  dinner." 
Mr.  Cross  responded  to  the  toast. 

"  The  P.  A.T.A."  was  proposed  by  the  Secretary,  and  replied 
for  by  Mr.  Cornwall. 


Dancing  at  Newcastle. 

The  students  of  the  North  of  England  School  of  Pharmacy 
held  their  third  annual  assembly  on  March  16  at  the  Grand 
Assembly  Rooms,  Barras  Bridge,  Newcastle,  Mr.  James- 
Whittle  Morpeth  presiding  over  a  large  gatheiing  of  both 
sexes.  The  proceedings  opened  with  the  presentation  of  an 
illuminated  address  to  Mr.  G.  F.  Merson,  Ph.C  ,  F.C.S.,  who- 
has  resigned  his  post  as  principal  of  the  school.  A  gift  of 
a  magnificent  onyx  marble  drawing-room  clock  and  side 
ornaments,  suitably  inscribed,  was  at  the  same  time  made 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Merson.  The  presentations  were  made  by  Mr. 
N.  D.  Pringle,  who,  as  a  past  student,  bore  testimony  to  the 
kindly  assistance  he  and  others  had  received  at  Mr.  Merson's 
hands  while  studying  under  him.  Mr.  Merson,  in  a  brief 
reply,  acknowledged  the  gifts  and  expressed  his  appreciation, 
of  the  good  feeling  which  had  prompted  them.  Thanks  to 
the  Chairman  were  proposed  by  Mr.  F.  R.  Dudderidge,  now 
principal  of  the  school,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  T.  Maltby 
Clague. 

The  company  then  proceeded  to  the  ball-room,  where 
dancing  was  engaged  in  till  the  early  hours  of  the  morning, 
Messrs.  Hepplevvhite,  Whittle,  and  W.  Wilkinson  acting  as 
M.C.'s.  To  the  attention  and  tact  of  these  gentlemen  the 
success  of  the  evening  was  in  a  great  measure  due,  as  also  to 
the  kindness  of  patrons,  among  whom  were  Messrs.  Bleasdale 
(Limited),  Blondeau  et  Cie.,  Burroughs,  Wellcome  &.  Co., 
Evans,  Sons  &  Co.,  Ismay  &  Sons,  John  Mackay  &  Co  ,  Oldfield, 
Pattison  &  Co.,  Terry  &  Sons  (Limited),  and  Wilkinson  & 
Simpson  (Limited). 

Amongst  the  Six-per-Cents. 

The  managers  and  officers  of  Parke's  Drug-stores  (Limited) 
dined  together  in  the  Trocadero  Restaurant,  Piccadilly 
Circus,  W.,  on  Monday  evening.  About  forty  were  present, 
and  from  beginning  to  end  it  was  a  pleasant  gathering,  for 
had  not  "  mine  host"  served  an  excellent  dinner,  and  is  not 
P.D.S.L.  prosperous  ?  Our  diner-out  testifies  to  the  former, 
and  as  to  the  latter,  Mr.  John  Murison,  managing  director, 
in  replying  for  "  The  Company,"  displayed  a  succession  of 
store  birth-certilicates  which  he  is  proud  of.  The  first-born 
store  was  Brixton,  February  14,  1891 ;  in  the  same  year 
came  Clapham ;  in  the  year  after,  Peckham  ;  in  1894  four 
branches  were  opened ;  the  same  in  1895,  but  one  was 
closed — Princes  Street,  W.,  which  rose,  phunix-like  further 
west  and  heralded  the  birth  of  five  in  1896 ;  last  year  came 
Brondesbury,  and  this  year  Forest  Gate,  where  a  branch  was 
opened  on  March  5,  and  some  4,000  customers  were  served 
on  the  opening  day — altogether  seventeen  stores,  doing  well, 
and  more  are  coming,  while  the  dividend  remains  at  6  per 
cent.,  and  there  is  plenty  surplus  after  that.  Mr.  Murison 
gave  out  these  details  in  a  way  that  felt  like  driving  nails 
home,  and  his  audience  punctuated  the  raps  with  cheers. 
Mr.  Percy  Warnford-Davis,  a  most  eloquent  chairman,  fol- 
lowed with  "  The  Managers  and  Officers"  in  a  speech  wherein 
he  made  no  bones  of  the  fact  that  the  board  of  directors 
were  useless  without  good  managers  for  the  stores.  To  this 
Messrs.  F.  Couper  and  T.  O.  Toynson  Hicks  replied  ;  and, 
after  Mr.  Andrew  Chatto  had  spoken  for  "The  Board  of 
Directors."  and  Mr.  J.  C.  Emslie,  secretary  to  the  company, 
had  toasted  the  chairman  in  a  witty  speech,  Mr.  John 
Lorimer  sang  a  Scotch  song,  and  the  company  sang  "  Auld 
Lang  Syne."  Then  borne,  with  recollections  of  the  good 
entertainment,  in  which  Mr.  A.  Gordon's  stump  oration, 
Mr.  J.  F.  Fuerst's  "  Big  Ben,"  and  Mr.  Arthur  S.  Tomlin's 
original  musical  sketch  stand  out  with  distinction. 

Pharmaceutical  Cricketers  Smoke. 

The  members  of  Messrs.  Burgoyne,  Burbidges  &  Co.'s 
cricket  club  had  an  excellent  smoker  at  the  Guildhall 
Tavern,  Gresham  Street,  on  March  18,  Mr.  H.  R  Arnold 
presiding  over  a  large  and  enthusiastic  audience.  The  vice- 
chair  was  occupied  by  Mr.  F.  Allen,  and  the  musical  pro- 
gramme was  of  a  very  enjoyable  character  throughout. 
The  piece  de  resistance  of  the  evening,  however,  was  tV.e 
appropriate  "O,  Tatcho,"  by  Mr.  Harry  Randall,  the  chorus 
of  which  was  caught  up  by  the  company  and  vigorously 
sung.  Mr.  Charles  King,  "  the  English  Fregoli,"  also  gave  a 
very  clever  quick-change  sketch,  and  Madame  Louise  Lytton. 
Miss  Mary  Clare,  and  Miss  Florence  Hen.v.an  also  delighted 
the  company. 
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Chemico-comical. 

The  Nottingham  Section  of  the  Society  of  Chemical 
Industry  gave  a  parting  dinner  to  Professor  Clowes  on 
Saturday  night  last,  to  congratulate  him  on  his  appointment 
as  chemist  to  the  London  County  Council.  The  dinner  Was 
held  at  the  George  Hotel,  Nottingham,  Sir  John  Turney 
presided,  and  the  company  was  gathered  from  Nottingham, 
Derby,  Burton-on-Trent,  Leicester,  and  other  places.  It 
was  a  Burton  man — Mr.  F.  E.  Lott — who  sang  the  following 
song  during  the  evening  : — 

"  Water." 

Musical  Formula — "  Not  for  Joe  !  " 

We  indulge  in  beer  and  stout,  and  thus  our  wisdom  show, 
For  chemists  doubt  express  about  potable  H.,0. 
Erring  mortals  every  day  drink  a  pint  or  so, 
And  whether  pure  or  full  of  ur — ea  they  do  not  know. 

Chorus. 

Oh  dear,  no  !    ELO  !    Don't  disclose  it ;  nobody  knows  if 

HoO,  H,0  is  fit  for  human  drink  or  no. 
A  learned  chemic  gentleman  once  boiled  a  pint  away, 
And  from  the  residue,  he  says,  he  made  ammonia. 
Nitrogen  in  water  does  this  gaseous  compound  show  ; 
We  get,  you  see,  some  NH-  from  the  N  in  the  HoO. 

Chorus. 

Here's  a  go !  in  H.,0  !  Who'd  suppose  it  ?  Nobody  knows  if 
H.;0,  HoO  is  fit  for  human  drink  or  no. 

On  Thursday  evenings  oft  I  hear  Chapman,  Wanklyn,  and  Co. 
Their  views  explain  on  finding  N  in  a  litre  of  H.,0. 
Determinations  very  new  these  wise  young  chemists  show, 
And  to  analyse  say  they've  found  a  way  which  Frankland  doesn  t 
know. 

Chorus. 

Oh  dear,  no!    H.,0  !    Boiling  shows  if  Frankland  knows  it. 
HoO,  H.,0  can't  be  analysed  in  his  way — oh  dear,  no  ! 

With  alkaline  permanganate  they  make  their  water  warm, 
And  then  can  tell  the  albumin  to  the  tenth  of  a  milligramme. 
They  find  putrescent  substances,  and  let  the  nitrates  go  ; 
And  none  but  they  know  how,  they  say,  to  analyse  H..O. 

Chorus. 

Oh  dear,  no  !  H.,0  !  They  analyse  it ;  no  one  else  knows  it. 
H.,0,  H.,0  can't  be  analysed  by  everybody  ;  oh  dear,  no  ! 

Beware,  then,  of  albuminoid,  ammonia,  and  urea. 
With  good  anhydrous  drink  provide  us,  and  let  others  sing  of 
beer. 

Let  theory  with  practice  join,  and  this  great  maxim  know  : 
How  blest  is  he  who  ne'er  consents  to  drink  any  H,0  ! 

Chorus. 

Oh  dear,  no !    H.,0  !    Not  if  we  knows  it,  don't  suppose  it. 
H.,0  ?    H.,0  ?    We  don't  drink  it ;  oh  dear,  no  ! 

J.  P.  Beale. 

Dr.  Clowes,  in  the  course  of  his  speech,  related  with 
pardonable  pride  how  Lord  Playfair  had  once  described  him 
as  his  grand-student.  Asking  the  purport  of  the  joke,  Lord 
Playfair  said,  "  Why,  Frankland  was  your  teacher,  and  I 
taught  him,  so  you  ate  my  grand-student." 


flDarriaoes. 


Blomfield — Poll.— On  March  16,  at  the  Lewisham  Con 
gregational  Church,  by  the  Rev.  J.  Morlais  Jones.  Francis  H 
Blomfield,  chemist,  of  Erith,  to  Louisa  E.  Poll,  only  daughter 
of  the  late  Isaac  Poll,  of  Sydenham. 

Clarkson— Dodge. —  On  March  23,  at  Union  Street, 
Church,  Torquay,  by  the  Rev.  W.  E.  Rees,  assisted  by  the 
Rev.  N.  W.  Thomlinson,  Mr.  Newton  Clarkson,  chemist,  of 
Richmond,  Yorks,  to  Miss  Edith  Lizzie,  eldest  daughter  of  the 
late  Rev.  S.  R.  Dodge,  of  Manchester. 

Reed— Holman.— At  the  Parish  Church,  Holsworthy,  on 
March  8,  Mr.  John  Reed,  chemist  and  druggist,  Plymouth,  to 
Frances  Amelia,  eldest  daughter  of  Mr.  W.  J.  Holman, 
Holsworthy. 


Beatbs. 


Edden. — At  Birmingham  on  Monday,  an  inquest  was  held 
on  the  body  of  Edwin  Allison  Edden,  a  retired  wholesale 
druggist,  of  68  Hagley  Road.  Mr.  Edden,  who  was  51  years 
of  age,  was  subject  to  attacks  of  giddiness  and  epilepsy,  and 
on  Saturday,  March  19,  he  fell  downstairs  at  his  residence, 
and  sustained  an  injury  to  his  brain  from  which  he  died  on 
the  following  day. 

Kersey. — Joshua  Edmund  Kersey,  chemist  and  druggist, 
late  of  98  Weedington  Road,  Kentish  Town,  and  67  Stratford 
Road,  Plai^tow,  E.,  passed  away  peacefully  at  the  above 
address  on  March  21,  after  a  long  and  painful  illness.  Born 
June  23,  1827,  Mr.  Kersey  was  for  many  years  dispenser  to 
the  Royal  Chest  Hospital,  City  Road,  and  he  served  during 
the  Crimean  war  as  a  dispenser  of  medicines  under  the 
medical  staff.  He  was  first  employed  in  this  capacity  at 
Scutari  in  May,  1851.  Then  he  was  moved  to  the  General 
Hospital  at  Varna,  and  from  thence  he  went  to  the  Crimea, 
having  charge  of  the  medical  stores  for  the  expedition.  He 
was  dispenser  at  Balaclava  for  some  months,  and  was  sent  to 
Kertch  in  charge  of  the  medical  stores,  which  accompanied 
that  expeditions  ;  afterwards  to  Kinburn  in  a  similar  capacity, 
and  then  he  came  back  to  Balaclava,  where  he  remained  till 
the  end  of  the  war. 

Knock. — On  March  10,  at  Northampton,  Mr.  W.  T.  Norman 
Knock,  M.P.S.,  R.D  S.  Deceased,  who  acted  as  dispenser  at 
the  Medical  Institute,  died  from  consumption.  He  formerly 
resided  at  Leicester. 

Napier — At  Ipswich,  on  March  17,  Mr.  James  Napier 
Ipswich  borough  and  Suffolk  county  anatyst,  and  chemist  of 
the  Ipswich  Technical  Schools. 

Snook. — On  March  19,  at  his  residence,  13  Hanover  Ter- 
race, Regent's  Park,  Mr.  John  Joseph  Snook,  chemist  and 
druggist.  Aged  50.  Mr.  Snook  had  been  since  1873  the 
proprietor  of  the  English  aud  foreign  business  of  Wilcox  k. 
Co.,  which  had  existed  for  about  fifty  years  in  Oxford  Street, 
at  the  corner  of  Argyle  Street,  and  of  which  premises  he 
was  dispossessed  two  years  ago  by  the  Central  London 
Railway  Company,  who  are  placing  their  Oxford  Circus 
station  on  the  site.    A  fortnight  ago  Mr.  Snook  seemed  to 


be  in  the  best  of  health.  He  was  struck  by  influenza,, 
pneumonia  supervened,  and  the  fatal  result  which  has  so- 
frequently  ensued  occurred  in  his  case.  He  was  a  man  of 
great  business  ability, and  of  an  enterprising  disposition  which 
was  tempered  by  sound  judgment.  For  two  or  three  years 
before  the  Franco-German  war  broke  out  he  was  an  assistant 
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with  Messrs.  Koberts  &  Co.,  of  the  Place  Vendorne,  Paris. 
He  stayed  in  Paris  all  through  the  siege,  and  took  the  priva- 
tions which  he  had  to  undergo  in  the  same  philosophically 
undisturbed  manner  as  he  accepted  his  prosperity  of  later 
years.  When  the  weary  winter  was  ending  and  the  Com- 
munists seized  the  city,  Mr.  Snook  was  one  of  the  promising- 
looking  recruits  whom  they  pressed  into  their  service.  They 
laid  hold  of  him  in  the  street,  provided  him  with  a  gun,  and 
gave  him  the  alternative  of  shooting  or  being  shot.  He  was 
told  otf  to  one  of  the  barricades,  and  had  to  assist  in  re- 
sisting the  attack  of  the  Versailles  soldiery.  After  thiee 
hours  of  a  soldier's  life,  however,  Mr.  Snook  took  an  oppor- 
tunity which  presented  itself  while  his  comrades  were 
busy  looking  out  for  their  own  safety  of  retiring  into  private 
life.  Returning  to  England,  Mr.  Snook  served  another  year 
■or  two  as  an  assistant,  and  then  with  his  savings  and  some 
borrowed  capital  he  bought  Wilcox's  business.  1  his  he 
developed  to  a  remarkable  extent  by  working  with  it  certam 
continental  agencies.  Mariani's  wine  was  the  principal  of 
these;  Midy's  santal-wood  oil,  Joy's  cigarettes.  Grimault's 
and  Rigaud's  specialities  were  among  the  preparations  for 
which  he  was  agent.  He  also  assisted  in  working  the 
carbolic  smoke-ball,  and  became  particularly  well  known  in 
the  tiade  by  the  action  which  the  Apollinaris  Company  took 
agaiDst  him  some  years  ago  in  reference  to  Hunyadi 
Janos  water.  Mr  Snook's  agents  on  the  Continent  had 
■enabled  him  to  obtain  a  sufficient  supply  of  Hunyadi  Janos 
water  to  sell  it  here  at  a  lower  price  than  the  Apollinaris 
Company  were  selling  it,  and  the  secret  of  his  sources  of 
supply  was  so  well  kept  that  neither  the  Hungarian  pro- 
prietors nor  the  British  agents  were  able  to  stop  him. 
Meanwhile  Mr.  Snook  had  bought  the  businesses  of  Jozeau 
in  the  Haymarket  and  of  Jabez  Munro  in  Regent  Street,  and 
he  combined  all  these  into  a  company,  entitled  Foreign 
Chemists  (Limited),  retaining  for  himself  the  bulk  of  the 
capital  and  placing  a  competent  manager  in  charge  of  each 
establishment.  When  the  Oxford  Street  premises  were  taken 
by  the  railway  company,  Mr  Snook  was  awarded  the  sum  of 
11,800/  compensation,  though  he  claimed  something  over 
20,000/.  on  the  ground  that  his  retail  business  there  would 
be  destroyed  and  the  wholesale  much  injured.  He  averred 
that  he  could  not  get  suitable  premises  anywhere  near  his 
old  ones  in  Oxford  Street,  and,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  he  had 
to  remove  his  agencies  to  Mortimer  Street,  and  to  discontinue 
his  Oxford  Street  retail  business  altogether.  Mr.  Snook 
was  an  extremely  popular  man  in  the  trade,  and  was  always 
ready  to  be  of  service  to  others.  He  leaves  a  widow,  a  son 
and  daughter,  and  a  large  circle  of  friends  to  mourn  his 
loss. 

StreAtee. — On  March  9,  Mr.  J.  H.  Streater,  chemist  and 
druggist,  3  Sloane  Street,  Knightsbridge,  S.W. 

Taylor.— -At  Philadelphia  City,  on  February  28,  Mr.  Alfred 
Sown  Taylor,  pharmacist.  Aged  74  The  deceased  gentle- 
man was  one  of  the  leading  pharmacists  of  the  United 
States.  He  graduated  from  the  Philadelphia  College  of 
iPharmacy  in  1844,  and  afterwards  took  a  B.A.  degree  at  the 
University.  It  was  not  until 
1860  that  he  commenced  busi- 
ness for  himself  in  Phila- 
delphia, and  he  remained  at 
the  counter  until  1887,  when  he 
began  to  devote  himself  to 
literary  and  scientific  work 
exclusively,  acting  for  Professor 
Remington  as  private  secretary. 
He  was  one  of  the  twelve  who 
founded  the  American  Pharma- 
ceutical Association  in  1852. 
was  its  first  treasurer,  served  as 
president  in  1890,  and  had 
been  on  every  committee 
for  the  revision  of  the  United 
States  Pharmacopoeia  since  1850.  In  the  last  conaection  he 
did  much  good  work,  especially  in  regard  to  weights  and 
measures.  His  was  the  idea  of  using  erlycerue  in  fluid 
extracts,  and  it  was  he  who  first,  in  1852,  r -commended 
cocoa-butter  as  a  basis  for  suppositories.  An  amiable  man, 
a  cultured  pharmacist,  and  a  clever  scholar  has  been  lost  to 
American  pharmacy  through  the  death  of  this  veteran. 


Notice  to  Retail  Buyers. 

It  should  be  remembered  that  the  quotations  in  this  section 
are  invariably  the  lowest  net  cash  prices  actually  paid  for  large 
quantities  in  bulk,  and,  for  crude  drugs,  without  charges. 


42  CANNON  STREET,  E.C.,  March  24. 

BUSINESS  is  still  quiet,  and  there  are  comparatively  few 
changes  to  report.  There  is  a  good  deal  of  uncertainty 
regarding  quinine,  and  the  iodine- market  is  precipitating 
towards  a  conclusion  with  the  recalcitrant  producer.  Cod- 
liver  oil  (reported  upon  on  page  519)  still  moves  upwards 
with  most  sellers,  but  buying  is  not  voluminous.  A  few 
drugs  have  been  moving  off  at  old  rates.  The  following  are 
the  more  notable  changes  of  the  week: — 


Higher 

Firmer 

Lower 

Acid,  citric 
Ginger,  Jamaica 
Isinglass  (Penang) 
Kousso 
Menthol 
Oil,  cod-liver 
Oil,  juniper 

Acetone 
Buchu 

Insect-flowers . 
Oil,  eucalyptus 
Saffron 
Salicin 
Thymol 

Aniseed,  Russian 
Cocaine 

Ginger,  Cochin 

(rough) 
Cloves 

Oil,  castor  (French) 
Oil,  lemon 
Oil,  star-anise 
Pepper,  Singapore 

A  report  of  the  meeting  of  the  Chemical  Section  of  the 
London  Chamber  of  Commerce,  at  which  several  matters  per- 
taining to  the  wholesale  trade  were  discussed,  appears  on 
page  521. 


CABLEGRAMS. 

Bergen,  March  24,  11.10  a.m.  :—  There  is  much  anxiety 
here  in  regard  to  the  Lofoten  fishing,  and  the  opinion  pre- 
vails that  it  is  a  failure.  The  catch  of  fish  at  all  quarters 
up  to  date  is  16,095,000,  as  compared  with  22,794.000  last 
year,  estimated  to  yield  10,950  barrels  of  oil  against  13,340 
barrels.  The  market  is  uneasy,  and  prices  are  rising.  Good 
medicinal  oil  is  quoted  to-day  72s.  per  barrel,  f.o.b. 

*  *  S-  * 

Hamburg,  March  24, 11  56  a.m  :— Agar-agar  is  advancing, 
to-day's  quotation  being  285m.  per  100  kilos.  Camphor  quiet 
at  240m.  per  kilo.    Turpentine  easier. 

New  York,  March  24,  2  44  P.M. : — HGH  oil  of  peppermint 
is  selling  at  $1.15  per  lb.,  and  jalap  is  offered  at  9jc.  to  11c. 
per  lb.,  but  is  somewhat  neglected.  Mexican  sarsaparilla  has 
advanced  to  6c.  per  lb.  Spermaceti  weak,  at  27c.  per  lb. 
so  is  balsam  tolu,  which  has  sold  at  35c,  and  there  are 
cheaper  lots.  Senega  is  also  lower  ;  sales  have  been  made  at 
22Jc.  per  lb.    Sassafras-bark  is  6c.  per  lb. 


During  the  quarter  ending  on  December  31,  1897,  the 
Excise  Department  paid  drawback  on  19  021  gals,  of  proof 
spirits  exported  in  tinctures  and  medicinal 
Tincture  spirits,  as  compared  with  17,673  gals,  in  the 
Exports.  corresponding  quarter  of  the  preceding  year  — 
an  increase  of  1,348  gals.  For  the  three  quarters  of  the 
current  financial  year  the  quantity  of  spirit  on  which  draw- 
back has  been  paid  amounts  to  51,015  proof  gals.,  an 
increase  of  no  less  than  7,723  gals,  over  >he  same  period  in 
the  preceding  year.    There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  figures 
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for  the  year  ending  on  March  31  will  be  the  largest  of 
any  of  the  ten  years  since  the  concession  made  by  the 
Treasury. 


We  have  received  this  week  from  an  independent  manu- 
facturer in  Java  a  sample  of  quinine-sulphate  made  by  him- 
self. He  says  it  contains  "less  than  1  per 
oaVEline  cent,  of  cinchonidine."  So  far  as  the  absence  of 
«j>mn  .  alkaloids  other  than  quinine  is  concerned  we 
find  that  the  sample  is  good,  and  passes  the  ammonia-test ; 
but  the  salt  has  in  bulk  a  slightly  yellowish  tinge,  although 
less  so  than  another  Java  qui  nine,  which  was  received  here  in 
January.  We  have  submitted  a  portion  of  the  sample  to  a 
well-known  expert,  who  reports: — "It  is  evidently  a  very 
imperfectly  refined  product  from  a  Ledgeriana  bark.  It 
might  pass  as  '  unbleached  quinine,'  but  is  certainly  not  of 
'good  commercial  quality.'"  Apparently,  Java  manufac- 
turers have  yet  to  learn  the  trick  of  how  to  make  the  sulphate 
absolutely  white,  and  light  as  to  density. 


A  considerable  quantity  of  fenugreek-seed  is  imported 
from  Morocco,  Egypt,  Syria,  and  Bombay,  but  only  a  small 
proportion  is  used  by  chemists  and  druggists 
^J^lgreel1'"  and  spice-dealers.  The  bulk  is  bought  by 
cattle-spice  manufacturers,  and  their  orders 
are  generally  for  5  or  10  tons,  and  sometimes  for  much 
larger  quantities.  The  last  two  crops  in  Morocco  have  been 
very  small,  and  the  price  has  risen  during  that  period  from 
7s.  to  12s  6d.  per  cwt.  There  is  no  doubt  the  rise  would 
have  been  much  greater  had  it  not  been  for  the  supplies  of 
old  seed  which  were  brought  to  light  from  all  parta  of  the 
Mediterranean  coasts  by  the  enhanced  value  of  the  article. 
But  these  stocks  appear  now  to  be  exhausted,  and  with  only 
about  15  tons  in  our  warehouses  we  have  to  await  the 
arrival  of  the  new  crops  The  weather-reports  from  Morocco 
are  favourable,  and  as  fenugreek  is  an  early  crop,  we  may 
expect  (with  the  present  high  price)  a  good  supply  from  that 
country  in  June.  It  is  also  likely  that  a  fair  quantity  will  be 
ready  for  shipment  from  Bombay  next  May.  In  the  mean- 
time, however,  the  quantity  immediately  available  is  com- 
paratively small. 


Adulteration  of  this  oil  continues.  Referring  to  the 
article  by  Mr.  J.  C  Umney  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist 
Oil  of  °f  December  18,  1897,  a  German  firm  of  dis- 

Lemon  tillers  confirm  the  observations  therein  re- 
graa?.  corded,  and  state  that  three  kinds  of  oil  may 

be  met  with  in  the  market — («)  natural  lemongrass  oil, 
sp.  gr.  0  9041,  optical  rotation  —  3  18°,  and  solubility  in 
70-per-cent.  alcohol  1  in  3 ;  (b)  oil  deprived  of  citral, 
sp.  gr.  0  9102,  which  is  insoluble  in  70-per-cent.  alcohol,  and, 
being  heavier  than  that  solvent,  sinks  in  it ;  (c)  lemongrass 
oil  adulterated  with  oil  of  lemon,  sp.  gr.  0  8886,  optical 
rotation  +  18  20°,  insoluble  in  and  swims  upon  70-per-cent. 
alcohol.  We  also  learn  that  Andropogon  citratus  B.C.,  the 
plant  from  which  lemongrass  oil  is  distilled,  is  now  grown  at 
St.  Thomas  in  Portuguese  West  Africa,  and  the  oil  distilled 
from  it  agrees  in  physical  characteristics  with  East  Indian 
oil,  but  it  is  optically  inactive.  In  our  report  of  March  5 
we  mentioned  the  importation  by  Mr.  Schlesinger  of  Tonkin 
verbena  oil.  This  has  now  been  chemically  examined,  and 
found  to  contain  70  per  cent,  of  citral. 


Acetone. — Very  firm,  in  consequence  of  large  Govern- 
ment contracts  being  made.  From  57/.  to  62/.  per  ton  is 
now  asked. 

Acid,  Benzoic— The  current  quotation  for  1,000-oz.  lots 
is  3%d.,  per  oz.  and  3|i.  in  smaller  quantities. 

Acid,  Carbolic  — Rather  easier.  Crystals  on  the  spot  are 
now  offered  at  %d.  per  lb.  for  39J  to  40D  C.  ;  34°  to  35°  C  , 
6\d.  Cresylic,  95-ppr-cent.,  Is.  per  gal.  Crude,  60-per-cent., 
Is.  lid.  to  2s  ,  and  75-per-cent.,  2s.  6d.  per  gal. 

Acid,  Citric— The  price  now  quoted  is  Is.  0}d.  per  lb. 
for  English  crystals,  and  Is.  Qhd.  per  lb.,  "c.i.f.,"  tor  foreign. 
Concentrated  lemon-juice  is  firm  at  11/.  12s.  61,  f.o.b. 
Messina,  but  the  export  demand  from  there  is  quiet. 

Acid,  Tartaric— Foreign  crystals  remain  at  Is.  0%d.  to 


Is.  0|<Z.  per  lb.,  and  English  at  Is.  Id.  per  lb.  spot. 
Makers  will  not  sell  for  forward  delivery  and  the  market 
closes,  as  it  has  remained  all  the  week,  firm. 

Aloin.— American  make  is  obtainable  on  the  spot  at  2s.  to 
2s.  6d.  per  lb.,  according  to  quantity. 

Aniseed. — Russian  of  1897  crop  is  offered  at  23s.  per  cwt., 
and  Alicante  28s.  "  c.i.f." 

Aniseed  (Star). — The  Chinese  market  is  quiet.  The 
stock  at  Honn-Kong  (some  3  400  piculs)  is  firmly  held,  at 
$57  to  £60. 

Antimonial  Compounds. — Crocus,  93  per  cent.,  is  quoted 
at  32s.  per  cwt.  for  lump  and  35s.  for  powder.  Black  sul- 
phide, 26s.  per  cwt.,  and  golden  sulphuret,  lid.  per  lb. 
Oxide,  32s.  6d.  per  cwt.  Tartar  emetic:  German  crystals, 
9%d.  per  lb. ;  ditto  powder,  9f<7. 

Arsenic  is  dull  of  sale,  at  21/.  10s.  to  22/.  per  ton  for 
white  powder. 

BelladonxA-root. — German  root  remains  in  small 
supply,  at  40s.  to  41s.,  c.i.f.,  at  which  prices  business  has 
been  done  this  week. 

Benzoin. — From  January  1  to  December  31  the  total 
shipments  of  benzoin  from  the  port  of  Padang  amounted 
t  o  in — 

1897  1896  1895  1891  1893 

Piculs         Piculs         Piculs         Piculs  Piculs 
5,156         7,392  7,776  7,398  6,011 

The  18P7  shipments  included  136  piculs  direct  to  London, 
4,716  Java,  130  Holland,  28  United  States,  &c. 

Bismuth  Salts  are  unchanged,  at  4s.  lOd.  per  lb.  for 
subnitrate,  7s.  4(7.  for  oxide,  and  5s.  for  metal,  in  lots  of 
5  cwt. 

Bleaching-powder  has  been  in  more  active  request 
lately  at  6/.  10s.  per  ton  on  the  spot. 

Buchlt. — In  fair  inquiry,  but  without  business.  Slightly 
higher  prices  than  those  which  prevailed  at  the  auction 
are  asked — viz.,  5d.  for  good  green  leaf,  but  less  might  be 
taken. 

Camphor,  Crude. — Very  quiet.  For  Chinese  87s.  6d.  to 
89s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.,  is  asked,  ami  92s.  6d.  for  Japanese.  China 
advices,  dated  February  19,  report  a  quiet  market,  at  £45  50 
to  $45.75  The  arrivals  at  Hong-Kong  since  January  27 
amount  to  1,247  cases ;  shipments,  487  cases ;  sales,  1,100 
cases ;  and  stock,  7,500  cases.  The  total  exports  to  the 
Continent  from  January  1  were  1,527  boxes  ;  to  the  United 
Kingdom,  nil. 

Camphor,  Repined. — English  sublimers  report  a  firm 
market,  at  unaltered  prices.  The  same  applies  to  the  foreign 
refined  camphor. 

Cantharides. — Russian  flies  are  offered  at  Is.  7d.  to 
Is.  8(Z.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.  The  stock  of  Chinese  flies  at  Hong- 
Kong  is  estimated  at  20  piculs. 

Cascara  Sagrada. — The  current  quotation  is  from  18s. 
to  18s.  6d.  per  cwt.,  though  one  holder  will  not  sell  under  20.;. 
for  old  bark. 

Cinchona. — Included  in  the  drug-auctions  last  week  were 
41  serons  of  Huanuco  bark  of  recent  import.  There  is  always 
some  demand  for  this  bark  for  export,  but  there  has  not  been 
much  available  lately.  The  bark  was  bought  in  at  Is.  4(7. 
per  lb.,  but  Is.  3d.  would  buy  ;  offers  of  Is.  Id.  have  been 
refused.  More  is  on  the  way.  The  total  exports  of  cinchona 
from  Ceylon  from  January  1  to  March  1  were  115,016  lbs.,  of 
which  82,818  lbs.  went  to  the  United  Kingdom  and  29,448 
to  the  United  States. 

Cocaine. — The  makers'  price  for  hydrochlorate  remains 
the  same  (10s.  per  oz.),  but  it  is  possible  to  make  contracts 
at  9s.  6d. 

Coca-leaves. — The  exports  from  Java  during  January- 
amounted  to  190  bales,  all  of  which  went  to  Holland.  The 
following  figures  show  the  number  of  bales  exported  during 
the  last  five  years  from  July  1  to  January  31 : — 

1897-8      1E93-7      1895-6      1894-5  1893-4 
188  645  735  474  55 

Cocoa-butter — The  next  cocr a-butter  sales  in  Amster- 
1  I  dam  will  he  held  on  April  5,  when  the  offerings  will  consist 


518 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


March  26,  1898 


of  70  tons  Van  Houten,  5  tons  Helm,  5  tons  Hollandsche, 
1  tons  Mignon,  and  5  tons  foreign  make.  At  the  London 
sales  to  be  held  on  the  same  date  65  tons  Cadbury  brand  will 
be  offered. 

Colocynth — Spanish  is  in  very  small  supply.  Turkey 
apple  is  available  at  Is.  Id.  to  Is.  3d.  per  lb. 

Ceeam  of  Taetae. — Best  white  French  crystals  73s.  per 
■cwt.  net,  f.o.b.  Bordeaux. 

Fennel-seed  is  offered  at  28s.  6^.  per  cwt.  for  French, 
20s.  6'/.  for  Syrian,  and  German  36<.  to  37s.,  c.i.f.  terms, 
London. 

Gentian-root. — Quiet  at  19s.  per  cwt.  for  good  con- 
tinental root,  or  at  21s.  6^.  on  the  spot.  The  lower  grade 
offeiings  appear  to  have  been  taken  off  the  market. 

Gum  Arabic. — To-day's  sales  were  poor  owing  to  the  lack 
of  buyers  for  the  American  market.  Of  East  Indian  gums 
ordinaiy  Ghatti  sold  at  16s.  6^.  to  17s.  per  cwt. ;  common 
red  Kurrachee  Amrad  at  28s.  ;  and  pickings  at  23s. ;  Oomra, 
26s.  to  28s.  ;  and  Pondicherry  pickings,  21s.  6</.  In  Aden  gums 
a  fourth  of  the  offerings  sold — good  bright  pale  at  45s.  Qd. 
to  46s.  Qd.;  fair  hard  red,  42s.;  common,  25s.;  sittings, 
27s.  Qd.  to  31s.  Qd.  Good  frosted  Australian  realised  34s., 
and  si  f tings  20s.  to  22s. 

Gum  Olibanum. — Sittings  sold  in  auction  at  15s.  per  cwt., 
and  garblings  at  14s.  9d.  Privately  there  has  been  more 
doing  in  the  so-called  insoluble  Bushire  gum,  and  a  fair 
quantity  of  low-priced  parcels  have  changed  hands,  at  about 
18s.  to  22s.  per  cwt.  The  supply  of  the  lower  grades  is  very 
'small. 

Hypophosphites. — Although  the  continental  makers  of 
phosphorus  quote  slightly  higher  rates  for  stick  phosphorus, 
the  hypophosphites  are  unchanged  at  3s.  3d.  to  3s.  Qd.  per  lb. 
for  lime,  soda,  and  potash  salts. 

Insect  Flowers  are  slightly  firmer  this  week,  but  there 
will  be  no  real  stability  in  the  article  until  early  next  month, 
when  American  purchases  are  made. 

Iodine. —A  definite  settlement  of  the  dispute  between  the 
convention  and  F.  Yalera  and  his  backers  may  be  expected 
shortly.  Representatives  of  the  firms  who  act  as  receivers 
and  distributors  of  iodine  in  this  country  and  on  the  Con- 
tinent have  been  in  London  this  week,  and,  although  the 
result  of  the  conference  has  not  transpired,  it  is  believed 
that  the  convention  have  won  the  day.  Meanwhile  odd  lots 
of  iodine  come  into  the  market,  and  are  very  quietly  disposed 
of  at  slightly  below  the  convention  rates — viz.  7^d.  per  oz. 

Ipecacuanha. — Sales  of  Cartagena  root  have  been  made 
this  week  at  the  following  rates  : — Good  bold  and  undamaged, 
•6s.  3d  per  lb. ;  first-class  damaged,  6s.  ;  and  second-clas=, 
5s.  9d.  A  little  business  has  been  done  in  Rio  root  at  8s. 
per  lb.  for  fair  root. 

Isinglass. — The  auctions  on  Tuesday  passed  off  with  a 
-quiet  tone,  Brazil  being  slightly  easier,  while  Penang  sold  at 
a  slight  advance,  and  Bombay  descriptions  steady.  About 
half  of  the  offerings  (600  packages)  were  disposed  of ;  the 
Bombay  and  Karachi  varieties  were  firmly  held,  and  mostly 
withdrawn.  The  following  prices  were  paid : — Penang  : 
Good  stout  leaf,  4s.  Id.  to  4s.  3d.  per  lb.  ;  fair  brownish,  4s.  3d. 
to  4s.  5d.  ;  ordinary  brown,  3s.  5d.  to  4s.  ;  good  to  fine  pale 
tongue,  4s  to  4s.  4fZ. ;  good  to  fair  reddish,  3s.  lOd.  to  4s.  Id. ; 
dark  mixed,  3s.  3d.  to  3s.  Qd.  Saigon :  Fine  pale  long  leaf, 
7s.  Zd. ;  fair  brownish,  5s.  9d.  ;  ordinary  and  small  pale, 
4s.  3d.  to  5s  Zd. ;  fair  stout  round,  5s.  Id.  Brazil:  Fine  lump, 
4s.  lOd.  to  5s. ;  good  to  fair  pale,  4s.  Id.  to  4s.  3d. ;  fair  red, 
4s.  Id.  to  4s.  4rf.  ;  good  open  palish  tongue,  3s.  Zd.  to  3s  5d.  ; 
stout  honeycomb,  2s.  9d.  Good  to  fine  pale  Karachi  leaf, 
3s.  Qd.  to  3s  9d.  ;  fair  yellow,  3s.  M,.  to  3s.  Qd. ;  ordinary 
reddish,  2s.  6//.  to  2s.  Id. ;  good  bold  stout,  4s.  ;  ordinary  thin 
to  firie  pale  leaf,  Is.  Id.  to  2s.  bd.  Maracaibo,  small  tongue, 
Is.  IOi'Z.  to  2s.  West  Indian,  good  to  fine  lump,  3s.  3d.  to 
4s.  5d. ;  and  ordinary,  3s.  Zd.  per  lb. 

Kousso. — A  scarce  article.  About  half  a  ton,  which  is 
expected  to  arrive  shortly,  is  reported  to  have  been  sold,  and 
in  consequence  an  advance  of  Id.  is  now  asked — viz.,  Is.  3d. 
per  lb. 

Manna. —  Best  flake  is  offered  from  Messina  at  Is.  lid. 
per  lb.  in  20-lb  boxes;  usual  boxes,  1?.  6:1. ;  superfine,  9d.  ; 
and  sorts,  Qhd.  per  lb,,  f.o.b. 


Matico-leaves. — For  good  green  leaves  9d.  per  lb.  is 
asked  on  the  spot. 

Menthol  is  3d  per  lb.  dearer  this  week,  the  importers' 
quotations  being  7s.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.,  for  March-April  shipment. 

Morphia. — There  is  no  further  change  to  report  in  prices. 
The  condition  of  the  opium-market  is  an  element  of  un- 
certainty to  all  the  makers,  and  the  more  recent  matter 
between  the  German  and  British  makers  is  to  some  extent 
also  an  uncertainty. 

Oil,  Cassia,  is  steadier,  though  there  is  little  business  to 
report.  Oil  containing  75  per  cent,  to  80  per  cent,  cinnamic 
aldehyde  is  offered  at  4s.  l^d.  per  lb.,  "c.i.f."  terms;  and 
80  to  85  per  cent.,  5s. 

Oil,  Castor. — Best  medicinal  Italian  oil  is  firm  at  36s.  to 
38s.  per  cwt  ,  f.o.b.,  while  French  of  first  pressings  is  slightly 
easier  at  Zll.,  c.i.f.,  and  26/.  for  seconds.  The  position  of  this 
article  appears  to  be  uncertain  on  account  of  the  Bombay 
plague. 

Oil.  Citronella,  is  quiet  at  Is.  l\d.  per  lb.  on  the  spot. 
308,402  lbs.  were  shipped  from  Ceylon  from  January  1  to 
March  1,  of  which  199,592  lbs.  went  direct  to  America  and 
102,788  to  the  United  Kingdom. 

Oil,  Cloves. — A  good  deal  of  business  has  been  done 
lately  at  slightly  easier  rates,  2s.  10/7.  per  lb.  being  accepted 
for  large  contracts,  and  2s.  11^.  for  wholesale  quantities. 

Oil,  Eucalyptus,  is  in  good  demand  and  firmer.  Is.  10//. 
to  Is.  lid.  per  lb.  is  the  price  for  good  brands,  and  up  to 
2s.  3d.  for  special  brands,  such  as  "  Platypus."  There  has 
recently  been  inquiry  for  oil  containing  about  50  p?r  cent,  of 
eucalyptol,  in  view  of  the  requirements  of  the  new  British 
Pharmacopoeia. 

Oil,  Juniper-berries. —  In  consequence  of  the  bad  crop  of 
berries  in  Italy  and  Hungary  this  oil  now  stands  at  a  higher 
figure — viz  ,  7s.  per  lb.  for  super  and  3s.  for  white  rectified. 

Oil,  Lemon. — Quiet,  but  steady  at  2s.  9d.  per  lb.  upwards 
according  to  quality  and  brand. 

Oil,  Olive. — Is  firm  and  in  fair  demand.  Best  Lucca  oil 
is  offered  at  4s.  9d.  to  6s.  per  gal.  ex  wharf. 

Oil,  Peppermint. — America  HGH  is  unchanged,  though 
firm  at  late  rates.  Japanese  dementholised  oil  is  offered  at 
3s.  per  lb.,  and  40-per-cent.  at  4s.  3d.  "c.i.f."  English  is 
very  scarce,  at  from  22s.  to  28s.  per  lb.,  according  to  brand. 

Oil,  Star  Anise  — Lower.  Transactions  are  reported  this 
week  at  6s.  3d.  and  6s.  Qd.  per  lb.  on  the  spot,  while  for  for- 
ward delivery  there  are  sellers  at  6s.  4(2.  c.i.f.  The  stock  at 
Hong-Kong  is  estimated  at  70  piculs,  which  is  firmly  held  at 
about  $445  per  picul. 

Oil,  Turpentine.— Steady.  American  has  sold  at  23s.  lQ^d. 
on  the  spot. 

Opium. — There  has  been  more  demand  this  week  for 
Persian,  and  further  sales  of  fine  quality  have  been  made  at 
9s.  Qd.  to  10s.  per  lb.  All  the  Turkey  descriptions  are  dull  of 
sale  at  unchanged  prices.  Our  Smyrna  correspondent  writes 
on  March  12  that  at  the  commencement  of  the  week  under 
review  holders  were  eager  to  sell  at  7s  Id.  bo  7s.  9d.  for  tale- 
quale,  8s.  for  fine  Yerli,  and  up  to  8s.  Qd.  for  Holland  grades. 
Now  they  will  not  come  to  terms  at  anything  lower  than 
8s.  Zd.  to  8s.  10'/.  according  to  quality.  This  has  been 
brought  about  by  a  sudden  change  in  the  weather  from  mild 
to  severe  cold  at  night  (6°  to  15°  below  zero,  according  to 
the  locality).  At  the  time  of  writing  the  cold  was  still 
intense,  and  cannot  fail  to  injure  the  plantations.  This,  of 
course,  caused  speculators  to  come  forward,  who  purchased 
during  the  week  some  150  cases,  buying  commencing  at 
7s.  Id.  to  7s.  9d.  for  current  talequale  and  ending  at  8s.  Zd. 
to  8s.  4^.  As  long  as  the  cold  weather  lasts  they  intend  to 
continue  their  operations,  and  a  further  advance  may  ulti- 
mately take  place.  Should,  however,  fine  weather  return, 
prices  will  drop.  In  the  above  sales  are  included  30  cases  of 
Holland  grades,  purchased  at  8s.  Hd. ;  8s  9d.  to  8s.  lOd.  is 
now  asked  for  this  quality.  This  unexpected  -pe  ;u  alion  has 
prevented  any  bo/ia-fide  export-bu-uness  for  the  time  being. 
The  market  closed  firm.  The  arrivals  are  3,406  cas  ss  against 
2,260  at  the  corresponding  period  of  1897.  — <  >ur  Constanti- 
nople correspondent,  writing  on  March  17,  states  that  prices 
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have  risen  to  the  parity  of  8s.  2d.  per  lb.  f.o.b.  for  druggists' 
and  10*.  for  Zilles,  owing  to  the  severe  cold.  The  week's 
sales  amount  to  102  cases.  The  arrivals  are  1,816  cases  against 

I,  530,  and  the  stock  647  cases  against  750  at  the  same  time 
last  year.  Reports  of  the  growing  crop  are  not  satisfactory, 
and  there  is  no  doubt  the  yield  will  be  small. 

Orange-peel. — Little  more  of  the  new  crop  is  to  come 
forward,  yet  buyers  are  shy  in  their  purchases  and  only 
small  lots  are  selling,  good  Maltese  strip  at  8d.  per  lb. 

Orris-root. — The  London  market  is  exceedingly  quiet, 
and,  in  the  absence  of  business,  quotations  are  nominal — viz., 
Florentine,  at  39s.  to  40.?.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.,  according  to  quality, 
and  sorts  at  35s.  to  36s.  Verona,  large  pieces,  21s.  9^.  to 
■25s. ;  small  white,  24s.  6d.,  in  quantities. 

Phenacetin. — There  is  no  actual  change  in  the  position 
though  we  hear  that  business  has  been  done  at  as  low  as 
3s.  $\d.  per  lb.,  though  the  general  quotation  is  3s.  6d.  to 
3s.  9d.    Bayer's  brand  is  unchanged,  at  14s.  3d. 

Phenazone. — There  has  been  more  inquiry  this  week  for 
phenazone  answering  the  B. P.  t^sts,  and  it  is  notable 
that  buyers  prefer  to  use  the  name  "  Phenazone  "  rather  than 
"  Antipyrin."  The  makers'  price  of  phenazone  is  16s.  to 
16s.  6d.  per  lb.  according  to  the  quantity  bought  or  contracted 
for. 

Potash  Salts. — Chlorate:  the  London  spot  price  is  3|eZ. 
per  lb.,  and  3^d.  to  3\d.  in  Liverpool.  Prussiate  is  firm  at 
fa^d.  for  English.  Bichromate  is  easier,  at3|r/.  per  lb.  on  the 
spot. 

Quinine. — There  is  nothing  more  lifeless  on  the  market 
just  now  than  quinine.  Prices  are  stationary,  so  are  the  pro- 
duction and  buying.  Second-hand  holders  of  German  sul- 
phate are  reported  to  be  anxious  to  realise,  probably  owing 
to  the  feeling  which  seems  in  the  air  that  the  recent  falls  in 
the  price  of  bark,  and  the  advent  of  Java  quinine,  will  bring 
down  the  makers'  prices.  The  second-hand  price  (10^.  per 
oz.)  has  been  a  trifle  shaded  this  week.  The  Java  shipments 
of  quinine  during  January  amounted  to  71  cases,  which  were 
divided  between  U.S.  (25),  U.K.  (25),  and  Amsterdam  (21). 
The  whole  of  the  last  mentioned  lot,  comprising  8,500  ozs.  of 
sulphate  made  by  the  Bandoeng  Chinine  Fabrik,  will  be  put 
up  to  auction  in  Amsterdam  on  April  6. 

Rhubarb  is  quiet,  and  at  last  week's  sale  prices  several 
lots  moved  off.  Sales  of  good  high-dried  root  have  been  made 
this  week  at  Is.  2d.  per  lb.,  and  Canton  at  Is.  3d.  to  Is.  4rf. 

Rose-leaves. — French  of  good  quality  are  obtainable  at 
S5f.  (68s.)  per  100  kilos.,  and  Dutch  at  Is.  Id.  per  lb. 

Saffron  still  inclines  upwards,  although  no  actual  change 
has  taken  place,  Valencia  being  34s.  6d.  to  43s.  Qd.  per  lb.  on 
the  spot,  according  to  quality,  and  Alicante  23s.  6^. 

Salicin  is  in  good  demand,  and  firmly  held  at  10s.  per  lb. 

Senega.— Quiet.  Good  Western  root  is  offered  at  11§<7. 
per  lb.  c  i.f .    The  spot  price  is  Is.  2d. 

Senna. — The  spring  demand  continues,  and  a  good  deal  of 
business  has  been  passing  in  middle  grades  of  Tinnevelly  at 
between  3d.  and  4rf.  per  lb.  In  view  of  the  comparatively 
small  stocks  in  Londou,  especially  of  the  best  leaf,  prices  are 
expected  to  go  higher.  Much  of  what  is  arriving  goes  into 
direct  consumption,  and  old  stock  is  being  cleared  at  a  good 
profit  to  the  holders. 

Shellac  has  been  dull  since  our  last  report.  On  the  spot 
retail  sales  have  taken  place  at  unchanged  rates.  For 
arrival  there  are  sellers  of  TN  orange,  April-June  shipment, 
at  59s.,  c.i.f.  The  latest  business  includes  a  sale  of  100  cases 
August  delivery  at  64s.  Qd.  per  cwt. 

Soda  Salts. — Nitrate  is  quiet,  at  7s.  61.  psr  cwt.  for 
ordinary,  and  7s.  7§r/.  for  refined.  Caustic  soda  steady,  at 
81.  12i.  61.  per  ton,  f.o.b.  Tyne  or  Liverpool :  70-per-cent, , 

II.  5s.  to  7/.  10s.;  60-per-cent.,  61.  10s„  f.o.b.  Liverpool;  70- 
per-cent.  on  the  spot,  11.  10s.,  and  11.  for  60-per-cent. 
Crystals  remain  at  55s.  per  ton  in  barrels,  or  52s.  6d.  in  bags, 
ex-ship  or  wharf  in  London.  On  the  Tyne  52s.  64.,  f.o.b., 
and  in  Liverpool  57s.  6d..  f.o.b.,  is  the  price.  Ammonia 
alkali  (53-per-cent.),  77s.  6d.  per  ton,  in  bags  on  rails,  or 
80s.,  f.o.b  ,  Liverpool.    Bicarbonate,  11  per  ton,  landed. 


Spices. — The  market  has  been  dull  during  the  week,  and 
transactions  are  small.  A  large  quantity  of  Cochin  Ginger 
was  offered  at  auction  on  Wednesday  ;  cut  sold  well  at  firm 
prices,  but  washed  rough  only  partly  sold  at  2s.  per  cwt. 
decline ;  bold  cut  brought  86s.  to  95s. ;  second  size,  73s.  to 
76s.  6d.  ;  medium,  45s.  to  46s. :  small,  35s.  to  35s.  6d. ;  fair 
to  good  washed  rough,  25s.  to  26s. ;  tips,  17s.  6d. ;  and  good 
cuttings,  17s.  to  17s.  6d.  per  cwt.  Japan  bought  in  at  18s.  per 
cwt. ;  privately  the  "  c.i.f."  price  is  19s.  Jamaica  mostly 
sold  at  firm  prices  for  common,  and  at  3s.  per  cwt.  advance 
for  good  ;  ordinary  dark  and  lean  at  75s.  to  80s.,  dull  washed 
at  81s.  6d.  to  87s.  6d.  per  cwt.  One  hundred  bags  Bengal 
sold  at  19s.  6d.  per  cwt.  For  arrival  there  has  been  more 
demand  for  Calicut,  and  business  has  been  done  at  23s.  6d. 
to  25s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.,  for  unassorted.  Zanzibar  Cloves  have 
fluctuated,  closing  again  at  the  lowest.  It  the  sale  fair  to 
good  fair  sold  at  3iSd.  to  3jf«2.  per  lb  ,  and  fine  at  4d.  to  <X\d. 
per  lb.  June-August  delivery  sold  at  3^.d.  early  in  the  week, 
but  since  declined  to  3^d.  sellers.  Mace  and  Nutmegs  quiet, 
but  steady.  Pimento  dull.  Chillies  were  bought  in.  Fine 
Mangalore  black  Pepjier  sold  at  l^d.  to  8a!  per  lb.  ;  Singa- 
pore lower  at  4rZ  for  fair  on  the  spot,  and  4|-rf.  for  March-May 
shipment.  White  also  lower ;  80  bags  Penang,  odds  and 
ends,  sold  at  6jd,.,  short  prompt.  Cassia-lignea  firm  at  52s. 
for  whole,  and  35s.  for  good  broken. 

Sulphonal. — The  manufacturers'  price  is  unchanged,  at 
7s.  3d.  per  lb. — a  nominal  figure — and  they  are  unwilling  to 
go  on  at  that  price. 

Thy'IE-SEED. — The  price  is  tending  upwards  in  India,  and 
holders  are  firm  in  their  views,  so  that  thymol  is  also  firm, 
the  price  for  the  white  variety  on  the  London  market  being 
5s.  per  lb.,  and  7s.  for  crystals. 

Tragacanth. — A  moderate  business  has  been  done  in  the 
lower  qualities  at  steady  values. 

Wax,  Japan,  is  quiet,  at  33,?.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.,  for  good 
pale  squares. 


COD-LIVER  OIL. 


Our  Bergen  correspondent's  cablegram  of  March  17  was: — 
*'  Favourable  weather  continues  and  the  catch  of  cod  to  date 
has  been  12  030  000  against  15.182  0C0  last  year,  estimated 
to  produce  8,500  barrels  of  oil,  compared  with  10,050  barrels 
at  the  corresponding  date  in  1897.  Lofoten  prospects  not 
good."  These  figures  show  no  falline  off  in  the  fishing,  as 
the  following  contrast  of  the  ntults  during  the  past  four 
weeks  shows: — 

Feb.  24  March  3         March  10  March  17 

Barrels  Barrels  Barrels  Barrels 

1897   855      ...      1,087      ...        724        ...  3,700 

1898         1,367      ...        460      ...      2,140        ...  4,200 

The  official  report  of  the  production  of  cod-liver  oil  in 
Lofoten  up  to  March  19  in  each  of  the  past  six  years  is  as 
follows : — 

1898         1897         1896         1895         1894  1893 
Hectol.       Hectol.      Hectol.      Hectol.      Hectol.  Hectol. 
4,918         8,264         3,968        9,149         6,770  15,528 

A  hectolitre  equals  22  gals.  These  official  figures  refer  to  the 
oil  actually  made;  our  correspondent's  figures  are  based  on 
the  catch  of  fish  in  all  parts  of  the  Norway  coast. 

*  *  *  * 

Writing  on  March  19  our  Bergen  correspondent  confirms 
his  cablegram  and  adds  : — 

The  weather  has  unfortunately  turned  very  stormy,  and  as  we 
have  been  accustomed  to  have  in  these  days  the  richest  and  best 
fishing-time  during  the  whole  year,  the  unfavourable  weather  has 
had  a  very  bad  influence  on  the  whole.  It  is  not  only  this 
circumstance  which  seems  to  have  altered  the  situation  in  the 
last  ftw  days,  but  the  most  extraordinary  occurrences  have  made 
their  appearance  in  Lofoten,  where  the  fish  te^m  to  have  concen- 
trated only  in  the  most  western  part,  whereas  they  seem  to  have 
entirely  disappeared  in  the  eastern  one,  where  the  largest  fishing- 
places  are  to  be  found,  for  which  reason  the  fishing  is  ah'3ady 
taken  to  be  a  failure  in  that  district,  and  the  fishing  in  Lofoten, 
as  a  whole,  is  to  be  on^  of  the  smallest  known  up  to  this  date  during 
a  series  of  years  For  comparison's  sake,  I  have  to  state  that 
the  catch  at  Lofoten,  up  to  date,  hardly  amounts  to  about  6A  mil- 
lions, against  12f\j  millions  last  year,  8-jjj  millions  in  1896,  26 {\,  in 
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1895,  16T*7  in  1894,  16,",-  in  1893,  10&  in  1892,  10{,-,  in  1891,  and 
18fW  in  1890.  Such  a  result,  if  it  continues,  cannot  be  without 
influence  on  the  quantity  of  oil  produced,  and  speculation  has 
lately  commenced,  so  that  the  prices  are  provoking  an  upward 
tendency,  and  best  Lofoten  non-congealing  cod-liver  oil  cannot 
to-day  be  quoted  below  67s.  per  barrel,  f.o.b.  terms.  It  is  diffi- 
cult to  predict  what  the  future  may  bring,  but  I  ought  to 
remark  that  the  Finmarken  fishing,  which  generally  starts  in 
April,  and  continues  to  the  middle  of  June,  may  still  be  able  to 
substantially  balance  the  deficiency  of  steam-refined  oil.  The 
exports  from  Bergen  up  to  date  have  been  2,043  barrels,  against 
1,033  barrels  at  the  corresponding  period  of  last  year. 

*  *  *  # 

Our  correspondent's  statement  as  to  the  failure  of  the  eastern 
Lofoten  fishing  is  corroborated  by  communications  which 
we  have  from  Christiania  and  Tromsoe.  A  manufacturer  in 
the  former  town  says  (March  19) : — "  The  result  of  the 
Lofoten  fishery  will  be  the  poorest  for  many  years  with 
regard  to  fish  and  oil  "  He  adds  that  the  Lofoten  fishing  will 
close  at  Easter.  The  Tromsoe  maker  reports  on  March  15  : — 
"  Comparatively  rich  catches  at  the  Southern  districts  and 
Western  Lofoten  have  partly  made  up  for  the  total  failure 
of  Eastern  Lofoten,  which  is  by  far  the  most  important  oil- 
producing  district.  March  12  is  generally  considered  the 
latest  date  when  new  '  shoals '  seek  the  inner  grounds,  and 
that  day  has  now  passed  without  the  slightest  sign  of  an 
improvement.  In  the  meantime  I  can  quote  no  price.  For 
forward  I  am  not  a  seller." 

We  have  also  an  interesting  letter  from  a  Norwegian 
pharmaceutical  firm,  in  which  they  say : — 

Our  latest  advices  indicate  that  as  yet  it  is  difficult  to  deter- 
mine whether  the  season  will  be  good  or  bad  as  a  whole.  The 
last  few  weeks  of  March  are  often  the  turning-point.  There  has 
been  great  activity  on  the  fishing-grounds,  and,  as  a  consequence, 
a  high  price  for  the  livers  was  maintained,  except  at  some  few 
places,  where,  the  supply  being  more  than  the  demand,  lower 
rates  ruled.  The  livers  are  fat,  and,  when  fresh,  give  excellent 
oil ;  but,  owing  to  the  stormy  weather,  an  unusual  quantity  of 
tackle  had — from  sheer  necessity  —to  be  left  out  many  days,  and 
on  several  occasions  (much  more  frequently  than  usual)  before  it 
could  be  hauled,  and  the  oil  from  livers  then  landed  could  not  be 
"  first-grade."  A  larger  proportion  than  usual  of  such  oil  must 
necessarily  come  on  the  market.  It  is  pretty  safe  to  conclude 
that  there  will  be  a  good  supply  of  the  ordinary  medicinal  oil, 
and  when  the  first  rush  for  the  new  oil  is  over  prices  will  certainly 
not  be  high. 

*  *  x  * 

We  have  given  these  different  views  so  that  the  trade  may 
see  for  themselves  what  the  position  in  Norway  exactly  is. 
The  facts  from  all  sources  are  in  practical  agreement,  but 
there  is  a  difference  in  opinions,  which  also  obtains  in 
London.  This  week  the  quotations  are  again  higher  by 
2s.  Qd.  and  more  per  barrel  according  to  brand,  and  no  brand 
of  new  oil  is  quoted  at  less  than  70s.  per  barrel,  c.i.f.  terms. 
The  quotations  range  up  to  85s.  and  90s.  The  market  is 
firm,  but  only  retail  quantities  of  oil  are  in  sight,  and  most 
sales  are  for  forward  delivery.  The  general  irrpression  is 
that  the  oil  will  not  go  higher,  and  the  fact  that  experienced 
buyers  are  making  hand-to-mouth  purchases  confirms  this. 

The  Liverpool  Drug-market. 

Our  Liverpool  correspondent,  writing  on  March  23,  reports 
that  there  is  no  improvement  in  the  market  for  Castor  oil; 
arrivals  have  again  slightly  depressed  the  article,  and  3\d.  has 
been  accepted,  ex  quay,  for  good  seconds  Calcutta,  and  the 
same  figure  for  first-pressure  French  ;  3d.  is  asked  for  second- 
pressure  French,  and  Bombay  and  Madras  grades  are  still 
wanting.  A  sale  of  damaged  Scammony-root—65  bales  on 
account  of  whom  it  might  concern — realised  15s.  per  cwt.  for 
the  lot.  Gum-arabic  sorts  continue  to  be  steadily  held  for 
the  previous  advanced  prices,  and  75s.  has  again  been  paid 
for  soft  yellowish  gum  ;  medium  grades  are  rather  declining, 
very  few  inquiries  having  been  experienced,  and  in  the 
absence  of  business  there  is  no  change  to  notice.  Kola-nuts 
continue  to  move  off  at  2d.  for  good  dry,  and  no  movement 
is  reported  in  the  fresh.  Fine  new  Sierra  Leone  chillies  are 
selling  at  the  late  rates,  one  ton  fine  bright  red  realising44s.  per 
cwt.  African  ginger  has  become  somewhat  easier,  and  sales 
are  reported  at  20s.  Cream  of  tartar  is  without  quotable 
change,  but  is  very  firmly  held  at  late  rates.  Beeswax 
is  getting  into  a  very  narrow  compass,  and  sales  of  Chilian 
mixed  yellow  and  grey  are  recorded  at  11.  2s.  6d.,  and  also 


at  11.,  while  61.  8s.  9d.  was  paid  for  a  small  lot  of  Sierra 
Leone.  Quillaia-bark  meets  with  a  steady  inquiry,  and  the 
late  figures  of  19s.  to  20s.  are  well  maintained,  with  the 
prospect  of  even  better  figures  during  the  consuming  season. 
Honey  seems  to  be  still  creeping  up,  sales  of  Chilian,  grade  X, 
being  made  at  26s.  6d  to  30s.  per  cwt.  Californian  is  well 
held,  especially  the  better  grades,  which  are  wanted.  Fenu- 
greelt-seed  is  scarce,  and  holders  ask  12s.  6c/.  for  Egyptian. 
Irish  moss  is  inquired  for,  and  small  lots  of  common  are 
available  at  15s.  per  cwt. 

The  Hamburg  Drug-market. 

Our  correspondent  writes  on  March  [22,  saying  :  -Busi- 
ness is  very  quiet.  Russian  anise  is  a  shade  weaker,  at  39m. 
per  100  kilos.  Star-anise  seed  unchanged,  at  220m.  per  100' 
kilos,  on  the  spot.  Camphor  is  quiet,  and  shows  little  business, 
at  240m.  per  100  kilos.  Condwrongo-barlt  is  quiet,  at  45m. 
per  100  kilos.  Cumin  unchanged  (Malta),  at  38m.  to  40m. 
per  100  kilos.  Cocaine  is  dull  of  sale;  second-hand  price 
is  300m.  Cevadilla-seed  is  quiet,  at  76m.  per  100  kilos.  Ergot 
of  rye  without  business,  at  last  week's  quotations.  Lyco- 
podium,  is  unchanged,  at  240m.  per  100  kilos.  Quinine  is 
quiet,  with  second-hand  sellers  at  28m.  per  kilo.  Quillain- 
harh  steady,  at  34m.  to  35m.  per  100  kilos.  Carnauba  /<■</./ 
is  firm:  grey  is  held  for  85m.;  fine  yellow,  145m.  per  100 
kilos.  ;  Japan  wax,  spot-price  is  firm  at  71m. ;  forward 
delivery  at  68m.  per  100  kilos.  Castor  oil  is  quiet,  first- 
pressing  in  barrels  spot,  58m.  to57.',m. ;  May- December,  52.',rm 
per  100  kilos.  Xon-congealing  Cod-liver  oil  is  steady,"  at 
70m.  per  barrel,  but  buyers  hold  back.  Oils  {essential) : 
Jtussian  anise  is  steady,  at  14^aa.  per  kilo. ;  Star-anise  oil 
dull,  at  15m.  per  kilo. ;  Clove  oil  firm,  at  6m.  per  kilo. 

New  York  Drug-market 

Our  New  York  correspondent  writes  on  March  18  that 
the  market  is  quiet  with  little  of  a  favourable  nature  to- 
report.  Opium  is  firm  at  the  recent  advance  and  is  now  held 
at  $3  05  to  #3.10  in  case  lots,  a  live  interest  being  displayed 
in  the  market  by  speculators.  Quinine  is  quoted  on  the  basis 
of  22c.  for  bulk  in  large  tins  both  for  domestic  and  imported. 
Canada  Balsam  is  scarce  here  and  at  primary  sources  higher 
prices  are  expected,  #1.70  to  #1.80  per  lb.  being  present 
quotations.  Copaiba  of  all  grades  is  firm.  Tolit.  is  easier 
owing  to  plentiful  supplies,  35  to  37c.  being  quoted.  Cascara 
Sayrada  is  comparatively  scarce,  but  owing  to  the  slow 
demand  prices  have  not  advanced  Wahoo  barl;  of  the  root 
is  lower  at  15c.  Wild-cherry  bark  is  scarce  and  in  good 
demand  at  former  quotations.  Golden  seal  root  is  avail- 
able 42v;C.  Jalap  of  the  new  crop  offers  at  10?,  o.. 
Honduras  Sarsaparilla  root  is  firm  at  from  31§c.  to  36c. 
HGH  oil  peppermint  is  no  longer  available  at  #1  10. 
Manufacturers'  agents  ask  #115  for  round  lots,  and  #1.20  is 
the  jobbing  price.  Oil  of  winteryreen  "  Datural "  sells  at  #1.05. 
Sassafras  oil  is  weak  at  35c.  for  natural ;  artificial,  sp.gr. 
1,070,  33c.  to  35c. ;  artificial.  No  2:30c  With  the  approach  of 
Spring  with  regard  to  the  drug-market  dealers  look  forward 
to  a  better  and  more  satisfactory  trade. 

ARRIVALS  IN  LONDON. 


THE  following  is  a  list  of  the  principal  drugs  and  chemicals 
which  have  arrived  in  the  port  of  London,  and  other 
large  ports  in  England,  during  the  past  week.  The  figures 
indicate  the  number  of  original  packages  (bales,  ca>ks, 
&c.) 


Aloes  (Cape)    50 

Areca  nuts   50 

Argol    202 

Balsam  copaiba   5 

Benzoin   57 

Borax   2790 

Buchu   68 

Calumba   503 

Camphor   66 

Caraway  seed    85 

Cardamoms    100 

Chamomiles  (Belg.)    10 

Cinchona-bark  (E.I.)    43 

Cloves  1107 

Coca-leaves  (Ceylon)   18 

Cocaine  (crude)   3 

Coriand-;r-seed    Ill 

Cubebs   162 


Gentian-root   29' 

Ginger  1272 

Honey   584 

Iodine   10' 

Ipecacuanha    14 

Insect-flowers   15' 

"Kola  nuts    107 

Oil,  lemongrass   26 

rose  (Bombay)    8 

Olibanum    98 

Orris-root    10 

Olive  oil    520 

Quicksilver  5314 

Saffron   5 

Sarsaparilla    103' 

Senna  (Tinnevelly)    216 

Wax  (bees')    927 

(Japan)    135 
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bonbon  €h%mbtt  of  Commerce. 


CHEMICAL-THA.DE  section. 

A MEETING  was  held  at  the  offices  of  the  Chamber  on 
Monday  at  2.30  p.m.  Seven  members  only  attended — 
viz.,  Messrs.  Thomas  Tyrer  (in  the  cbair),  R.  Bannister 
(Somerset  House),  A.  B.  Hill  (Davy,  Hill  &  Sons,  Yates  & 
Hicks),  David  Howard  (Howards  &  Sons),  Martin  Perls, 
E.  A.  Webb  (Evans,  Lescher  &  Webb),  R.  White  (A.  White 
&  Sons).  The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  of  the  Section 
(held  January,  1897)  having  been  signed,  the  Secretary 
mentioned  regarding  the  subjects  dealt  with  in  them  he 
had  to  report  that  the  increased  dock-charges  had  been 
withdrawn,  and  in  connection  with  the  subject  as  a  whole  he 
observed  that  the  Secretary  of  the  British  Legation  at  Paris 
had  prepared  a  report  which  dealt  with  all  continental  dock- 
charges.  This  would  shortly  be  published  as  a  Foreign 
Office  paper. 

The  Spirit  Laws. 

The  committee  appointed  last  year  to  inquire — along  with 
representatives  of  the  Drug  Club,  the  Society  of  Chemical 
Industry,  and  manufacturers  of  aniline  dyes — into  the  use  of 
duty-free  spirit  in  this  country  now  reported  through  the 
Chairman  (Mr.  Tyrer),  who  said  that  the  committee  had  met, 
and  the  subject  had  had  from  individuals  a  large  amount  of 
consideration,  and  with  no  very  great  unanimity  or 
similarity  in  the  proposals  and  the  means  whereby  the 
difficulties  raised  by  the  Excise  in  the  interview  which  they  had 
had  could  be  met.  Nothing  could  exceed  the  consideration, 
courtesy,  and  openness  that  had  been  shown  them  by  the 
Excise  authorities.  The  more  the  question  was  looked  into 
the  more  difficult  it  became,  for  it  was  not  only  a  question  of 
revenue,  but  also  of  the  means  for  protecting  the  revenue. 
A  concession  of  the  kind  asked  for  would  mean  supervision 
of  a  more  or  less  stringent  character,  rather  "more" 
probably,  judging  by  the  past,  than  "  less."  It  had  been  felt 
by  some  manufacturers  that  they  would  rather  leave  matters 
as  they  were  now,  unless  the  concessions  made  were  very 
liberal.  In  other  words,  they  did  not  want  men  always 
pottering  round  the  premises ;  they  preferred  to  use  such 
solvents  as  they  possibly  could,  even  at  the  risk  of  not  doing 
much  business.  Other  manufacturers  said  with  the  greatest 
possible  candour,  "  Well,  get  it  if  you  can."  The  subject  was 
one  of  considerable  difficulty,  and' the  fact  that  nearly  all  the 
concessions  that  have  been  made  have  been  granted  on  the 
representations  of  interested  persons,  and  made  to  them  and 
nobody  else,  seemed  to  indicate  the  way  in  which  the  matter 
might  ultimately  be  met.  Mr.  Tyrer  then  detailed  con- 
cessions which  had  been  made  by  the  Board,  showing  how 
they  had  gradually  been  enlarged  in  a  piecemeal  way,  and 
referred  to  the  fact  that  one  of  the  parties  in  the 
interview  with  the  Board  has  since  obtained  permission  to 
use  denatured  methyl  alcohol  in  a  manufacturing -process 
for  twelve  months  as  an  experiment,  and  this  illustrated  the 
value  of  individual  approach  to  the  Board.  As  to  the  course 
recommended  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  in  dealing 
with  alcoholic  extracts,  he  wished  to  say  that  they  would 
have  to  build  up  their  case  very  solidly  before  they  got  the 
Board  to  make  any  concession.  It  was  not  a  question  of 
drawback  only,  but  one  of  the  actual  use  of  free  spirit. 

Mr.  David  Howard  said  the  Chairman  had  accurately 
stated  the  case.  There  was  no  doubt  that  the  authorities  were 
willing  to  grant  such  concessions  as  could  be  granted,  but  it 
was  largely  in  consequence  of  the  enormous  duty  on  alcohol 
that  manufacturers  were  prevented  from  having  the  use  of 
duy-free  alcohol,  or  such  facilities  as  manufacturers  have  in 
Germany,  where  the  duty  on  spirit  wa3  much  less.  After 
all,  the  intrinsic  value  of  the  spirit  was  small — they  could 
get  a  certain  species  at  Qd.  per  proof  gallon— it  was  the  duty 
which  made  it  so  dear.  He  did  not  think  it  was  possible 
to  compete  with  the  Germans,  and  did  not  think  the  House 
of  Commons  would  aid  them.  The  temptations  in  the  use  of 
free  spirit  were  so  tremendous  that  it  was  almost  incon- 
ceivable that  the  facilities  granted  in  Germany  should  be 
granted  in  England,  and  if  they  were  so  granted  it  was  in- 
conceivable that  they  would  not  be  abused. 

Mr.  E.  A.  Webb  thought,  as  regards  solid  extracts,  that  the 
case  had  not  been  properly  put.   He  understood  the  proposal 


was  to  place  a  countervailing  duty  on  all  solid  extracts 
imported  into  this  country,  equal  to  the  loss  in  spirit  whirh 
they  experienced,  and  that  a  similar  drawback  should  be 
given  on  exportation  of  such  solid  extracts.  For  export 
orders  where  they  had  to  give  close  quotations  to  merchants 
in  the  City,  they  found  that  such  orders  went  to  Germany 
and  were  shipped  direct  from  Hamburg.  It  was  not,  there- 
fore, merely  a  question  of  duty-free  alcohol,  but  of  a  counter- 
vailing duty  and  drawback. 

Mr.  Howard  said  that  had  been  considered  by  the  com- 
mittee and  discussed  with  the  Board,  and  the  outcome  was 
that  the  matter  should  be  gone  into  again  when  the  new 
British  Pharmacopoeia  was  published. 

Mr.  Webb :  They  seem  to  think  that  they  would  allow  us 
for  an  average  loss,  as  in  the  case  of  tinctures. 

The  Chairman  said  that  the  average  would  depend  on  the 
requirements  of  the  B.P.  He  again  stated  that  it  is  incum- 
bent upon  the  persons  interested  to  exert  themselves.  Taking 
Mr.  Webb's  reference  as  it  stood  it  was  a  question  for  the 
Customs  to  deal  with. 

Mr.  Bannister  assented. 

It  was  resolved  that  the  joint  committee  should  continue 
its  work. 

Acetylene. 

The  Customs  having  published  an  order  prohibiting  the 
importation  of  acetylene  in  the  liquefied  state,  or  when  under 
a  pressure  greater  than  the  equivalent  of  100  inches  of  water, 
as  these  have,  by  a  Home  Office  order,  been  declared  to  be 
explosive.  The  question  for  the  Section  to  consider  was 
whether  any  action  should  be  taken,  and  it  was  decided  to 
take  none.  The  Chairman  stated  that  he  had  failed  to  get 
corroboration  of  a  statement  that  a  small  percentage  of 
acetone  added  to  liquefied  acetylene  made  it  non-explosive. 

Mr.  Howard  expressed  his  very  strong  opinion  that  acety- 
lene is  a  very  dangerous  explosive,  and  he  would  be  sorry  to. 
have  it  on  his  firm's  premises. 

Legislation  Affecting  the  Trade. 

Of  the  eight  Bills  in  Parliament  enumerated  on  the  agenda 
Mr.  Howard  suggested  that  they  should  first  deal  with  the 
(1)  Boiler  Inspection  and  Registration  Bill,  and  (2)  Steam- 
engines  and  Boilers'  Bill.  These  jBills  would  render  small 
manufactories  utterly  impossible,  and  at  any  price  he  (Mr, 
Howard)  would  prefer  to  be  without  the  majestic  services  of 
a  boiler-inspector.  It  would  mean  that  every  tea-kettle 
would  be  a  boiler,  and  require  a  trade-unionist  to  look 
after  it. 

The  Chairman  said  the  Manufacturers'  Section  of  the 
Chamber  had  been  founded  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up 
these  questions,  and  it  was  decided  that  they  should  take  the 
matter  in  hand. 

Referring  to  the  Adulteration  (Food  Products)  Bill,  the 
Chairman  said  it  seemed  inevitable  that  they  should  have  a, 
properly-constituted  Board  of  Reference,  but  whether  they, 
as  manufacturers,  should  be  allowed  to  serve  was  another 
question.  If  the  Government  was  against  the  idea  the 
Chamber  ought  to  oppose  it  by  every  means. 

Mr.  Bannister  said  this  Board  of  Reference  was  the  great 
difficulty.  How  was  it  to  be  constituted  '.'  And  was  it  simply 
to  be  a  means  of  giving  nice  berths  for  a  few  people  ?  He 
thought  the  Local  Government  Board  should  be  the  Board 
of  Reference,  as  it  dealt  with  sanitary  and  local  matters,  and 
if  the  Government  told  them  to  they  would  be  obliged  to 
carry  out  the  Act. 

Mr.  Howard  said  some  Board  was  desirable.  They  could 
not  leave  decisions  on  standards  to  analysts,  who  were  pos- 
sibly even  ignorant  of  the  first  elements  of  therapeutics,  nor 
to  magistrates,  whom  they  did  not  expect  to  know  anything 
at  all  about  such  things.  What  they  wanted  was  an  official- 
body  who  would  decide,  once  for  all,  whether  or  not  it  was, 
for  instance,  desirable  to  use  boracic  acid  as  a  preservative,, 
and,  if  so,  under  what  conditions.  It  was  es-ential  that  the' 
Board  should  be  composed  of  impartial  persons  ;  they  did' 
not  necessarily  want  public  analysts. 

Mr.  Bannister  said  they  would  see  by  the  suggestions' 
already  made  that  the  L.G.B.  must  have  greater  powers  in 
regard  to  the  Act,  as  there  was  nobody  who  could  enforce 
the  Act,  so  that  in  most  parts  of  the  country  the  Act  had 
not  been  taken  up  at  all.  While  they  were  at  that  they 
could  enlarge  the  powers  of  the  Board  as  to  reference. 

•  D      .  • 
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Mr.  Perls  instanced  the  case  of  admixture  of  60  per  cent, 
of  turpentine  with  lemon  oil,  which  was  very  general,  the 
consequence  being  that  there  was  hardly  any  possibility 
of  selling  oil  of  lemon  in  Scotland  without  the  admixture. 

Mr.  Howard  proposed  that  a  committee  should  be  ap- 
pointed, but  Mr.  Tyrer  pointed  out  that  the  existing  com- 
mittee covered  all  the  trade  interest. 

The  Secretary  then  announced  that  there  were  two  Bills 
in  the  House  of  Commons  dealing  with  merchandise  marks : 
one  by  Sir  Howard  Vincent,  which  was  a  slight  modification 
of  the  Bill  as  it  appeared  last  year,  in  which  it  was  pro- 
posed that  the  words  "  Made  abroad  "  should  be  substituted 
for  the  words  now  used  indicating  the  country  of  origin. 
The  other  Bill  dealt  with  the  marking  of  goods  in  transit. 
In  the  latter  it  is  proposed  that  such  goods  should  not  be 
marked  with  the  country  of  origin,  and  Mr.  Howard  said  of 
it :  "  It  is  a  Bill  to  sacrifice  the  manufacturer  of  England  to 
the  merchant  of  England." 

These  and  other  Bills  were  left  to  the  Manufacturers' 
Section  to  deal  with.  This  brought  the  public  business  to 
an  end  ;  but  after  it  there  was  some  further  conversation  in 
regard  to  the  spirit  question,  which,  however,  was  of  a 
private  character. 


Commercial  INotcs, 


BRITISH   CONSULAR  REPORTS. 

The  following  reports  have  been  issued  this  week  which 
contain  matters  interesting  to  the  drug-trade  : — 

Las  Palmas  (No.  2,036,  price  2\d.). — An  interesting  report 
on  the  trade  of  1896,  written  by  Mr.  Alec  Ferguson,  and 
kept  back  at  H.M.'s  Consulate  at  TenerifTe  until  this  year. 
It  contains  lists  of  duties  on  spices,  &c,  and  a  strong  ex- 
hortation to  British  merchants  to  look  after  their  trade  with 
Las  Palmas,  which  is  worth  750,000/.  a  year.  The  importa- 
tion of  drugs  is  referred  to;  they  are  admitted  duty-free, 
and  the  sale  is  free  except  in  the  case  of  a  few  which  may 
only  be  sold  (by  retail,  we  understand)  by  registered  Spanish 
pharmacists.  Oils  and  paints  and  soaps  are  valuable  im- 
ports, the  latter  coming  exclusively  from  Liverpool,  and 
particulars  are  given  in  regard  to  the  kinds  liked.  As  to 
Cochineal,  the  Consul  remarks: — 

There  is  a  slight  increase  in  the  bulk  of  the  trade,  but  it  cannot 
be  said  to  be  of  any  great  use  as  an  export  while  the  price  remains 
so  very  low.  The  present  value  will  not  admit  of  any  expenses 
being  bestowed  on  its  cultivation,  and  it  can  only  be  grown  on 
waste  lands  to  a  profit  or  return  on  capital.  Another  4i7.  on  the 
pound  in  the  price  would  make  it  once  more  a  grand  source  of 
revenue,  and  at  that  price  it  would  pay  consumers  to  use  it.  The 
article  is  in  very  few  hands,  and  a  sort  of  combination  seems  to 
exist  to  keep  the  price  where  it  is. 

Venice  (No.  2,037,  price  3d.). — Mr.  Consul  de  Zuccato 
reports  on  the  trade  for  1896-97.  In  1896  the  imports  of 
colonial  produce  and  drugs  were  valued  at  220,507/.; 
medicines,  97,423/. ;  and  oils,  603,915/.  Tables  are  given 
showing  all  imports  and  exports  in  detail.  Great  Britain 
supplied  724,076/  worth,  more  than  any  country  except  Italy. 
Amongst  the  comments  we  note  the  following  : — 

Bnrarir.  Add. — A  project  has  lately  been  presented  to  the 
Italian  Parliament  for  the  abolition  of  the  export-duty  on  the 
boracic  acid  which  is  found  here.  It  is  alleged  that  in  consequence 
of  _  the  export-duty  the  boracic  products  manufactured  in  Italy 
have  suffered  considerably,  and  the  imposition  of  a  duty  on 
the  importation  of  foreign  borax  and  refined  boracic  acid,  which 
so  far  are  admitted  free  of  duty,  was  urged.  These  products  are 
chiefly  importedfrom  England. 

Canary  Island*  (No.  2,039,  price  },d.). — A  report  covering 
1896  97.  The  only  item  of  interest  to  the  drug-trade  is  one 
stating  that  there  is  a  disposition  to  increase  the  culture  of 
cochineal,  but  the  poor  demand  does  not  encourage  the 
cultivatois. 

Galveston  and  Sabine  Pass  (No.  2,038,  price  2d.).— A  long 
report.  Amongst  the  subjects  dealt  with  are  cotton-seed 
oil  (exports  in  1896-97,  236,364/.)  and  borax  (exports, 
67,045/.).  Full  details  regarding  the  destination  of  the 
products  are  given  country  by  country,  also  of  imports, 
(ireat  Britain  is  easily  first. 


Cherbourg  (No.  2,035,  price  3d.). — This  report  also  covers 
the  trade  and  agriculture  of  St.  Malo.  Dairy-farming  and 
hen-rearing  are  the  principal  topics  of  the  report,  which 
contains  many  useful  hints  on  these  subjects.  The  most 
interesting  point  in  the  report  is  about  the  exportation  of 
fresh  milk  to  London,  which  seems  to  be  growing  because  of 
a  wonderful  antiseptic.   The  report  says  : — 

A  dairyman  near  Lyons  has  discovered  a  new  and  very  effective, 
though  harmless,  antiseptic — a  non-poisonous  wild  herb  common 
to  the  country.  It  is  said  he  was  led  to  the  discovery  by  noticing 
that  the  milk  of  cows  which  had  eaten  of  the  herb  in  question  did 
not  acidify  as  rapidly  as  other  milk  !  He  experimented  with  the 
plant  in  the  form  of  a  tincture  with  extraordinary  results.  One 
drop  of  the  tincture  added  to  1  quart  of  milk  stopped  all  fer- 
mentation for  over  six  days.  The  milk  thus  treated  was  bottled 
and  corked,  kept  at  various  temperatures  for  four  days,  then 
exposed  to  the  air,  kept  thus  for  forty-eight  hours  without  show- 
ing any  trace  of  acidification.  With  the  cream  subsequently 
rising,  excellent  butter  was  made,  and  the  butter  still  felt  the 
effect  of  the  antiseptic  by  keeping  better  than  any  other. 

Analysts  in  Paris  and  London  have  failed  to  detect  the 
antiseptic  in  the  milk.  The  discoverer  tried  to  sell  his 
secret  in  London,  and  finally  disposed  of  it  to  a  French  firm, 
who  are  making  the  most  of  it.  The  Consul  gives  two  pages 
about  it.    Is  it  formaldehyde  ? 

We  can  send  any  of  the  foregoing  reports  by  post  for  .',</. 
more  than  the  prices  mentioned. 

UNITED  STATES  FOREIGN  TRADE. 

An  official  report  of  the  United  States  foreign  trade  during 
1897  has  been  issued,  from  which  we  observe  that  the  imports 
of  drug  staples,  taken  as  a  whole,  show  a  considerable 
increase  over  those  for  1896.  This  is  in  a  great  measure  due 
to  the  tariff  changes  which  came  into  operation  in  July. 
Among  the  articles  showing  an  important  increase  in  the 
amount  imported  are  the  undermentioned  :  — 

Cinchona     ...     lbs.    100,000  Pepper        ...       %  5,400,C00 

Cochineal     ...       „        33,000  Potash  chlorate  lbs.  1,000,000 

Camphor      ...       „      800,000  „     muriate     „  20,300,000 

Bleaching-powder  „    9,655,000  Quinine  salts      oz.  1,200,000 

Essential  oils         $      376,000  Shellac        ...    lbs.  1,300,000 

Opium         ...       %      194,000  Soda  caustic...     „  10,000,C00 

On  the  other  hand,  the  articles  which  show  decreased  im- 
ports are  : — 

Glycerine     ...    lbs.  11,000,000      Soda  ash      ...    lbs.  37,300,000 

tons  21,000 


Gum  arabic 


200,000 


Soda  nitrate... 

Liquorice-root  „  19,400,000  Brimstone  ...  „  7,0C0 
Mineral  waters  gals.  300,000  Vanilla  ...  lbs,  12,500 
Potash  nitrate    lbs.    3,800.000  I 

In  exports,  toilet-soaps  increased  by  #54,000,  ginseng-root 
10,000  lbs.,  glucose  5  900,000  lbs., 'linseed  oil  27,000  gals., 
and  varnish  59,000  gals.  The  exports  of  peppermint  oil 
declined  by  19,000  lbs.,  perfumery  #42.000,  quicksilver 
520,000  lbs.,  and  turpentine  976,000  gals. 

TURPENTINE  AND  RESIN. 

Among  the  goods  exported  from  the  port  of  Brunswick,  Ga., 
during  1897  were  63,719  barrels  of  turpentine,  264,447  barrels 
of  resin,  and  5,182  barrels  of  cotton-seed  oil.  With  the  ex- 
ception of  salt  from  Liverpool  no  goods  of  any  consequence 
were  imported  from  Great  Britain.  The  port  of  Wilmington, 
North  Carolina,  exported  34,293  barrels  of  turpentine  and 
164  283  barrels  of  resin  during  the  above  period. 

ITALIAN  TRADE. 

A  report  on  "Suggestions  for  Development  of  British 
Trade  in  Italy"  has  just  been  published  by  the  British 
Foreign  Office,  and  can  be  obtained  from  Messrs.  Eyre  & 
Spottiswoode  for  \d.  (No.  449).  The  remarks  are  of  a 
general  nature,  and  refer  to  no  particular  trade.  They  state 
that  Italy  has  made  of  late  years  great  industrial  pre  gress, 
and  there  is  an  increased  demand  for  goods  connected  with 
the  different  processes  of  manufacturing,  which  Great 
Britain  should  be  able  to  supply  at  least  as  well  and  as 
cheaply  as  any  other  country. 

British  goods  still  enjoy  in  Italy  their  old  prestige,  and  a 
dealer  will  always,  whenever  he  can,  assure  Ids  customers,  as 
an  inducement  to  them  to  buy,  that  suc  h-and  such  articles 
are  of  British  manufacture. 
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InwHUng  letters  for  publication  correspondents  should  adopt  a  concise, 
bat  not  abbreviated,  style.  They  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the 
Notice  to  PaPer  onlf.  Letters,  with  or  without  a  nom-de-plume , 
Correspon-  musl  be  aulhentica,eti  by  t!te  name  and  address  of  the 
dents.  writer.    Queries  should  be  written  on  separate  pieces  of 

paper,  and  the  regulations  printed  under  the  sections  to 
mhich  they  apply  should  be  strictly  observed. 


Pharmacy  Acts  Amendmont  Bill,  1898. 

"We  confess  we  cannot  get  up  any  enthusiasm  for  the  Bill.' 
[C.  d-  D.  Editorial.] 

Sib,— The  above  quotation  from  your  editorial  columns 
applies  most  aptly  to  the  condition  of  the  Glasgow  and 
West  of  Scotland  Pharmaceutical  Association  with  respect 
to  the  Bill,  and  it  is  with  some  amusement  1  read  in  your 
last  issue  of  the  "indignant  feeling  in  Glasgow  at  the  oppo- 
sition from  Mr.  Cross,  M.P." 

Glasgow  is  dead  apathetic,  and  does  not  care  two  straws 
for  the  whole  concern.  Here  are  the  facts  to  support  this 
statement.  At  an  ordinary  meeting  of  the  Association  a 
motion  to  discuss  the  Bill  had  to  be  abandoned  for  want  of 
an  attendance.  Subsequently,  without  notice  and  with  a 
total  attendance  of  thirteen  members,  the  Chairman  produced 
the  Society's  "whip,"  and  asked  the  meeting  to  give  its 
support.  After  a  little  delay  a  motion  was  proposed  to  ap- 
proach the  local  M.P.'s  in  favour  of  the  Bill,  and  was 
seconded  after  a  little  hesitation  by  a  gentleman  named 
from  the  chair.  I  then  drew  attention  to  the  apathy  of  the 
trade,  and  suggested  the  matter  be  left  alone,  whereupon 
the  Chairman  remarked  he  would  act  upon  the  motion 
whether  the  Association  approved  or  not,  and  ultimately  the 
motion  was  carried. 

Upon  this  slender  fabric  does  the  movement  in  Glasgow 
rest,  and  the  relation  of  the  above  facts  has  been  of  great 
service  to  me  in  explaining  to  local  M.P.'s  the  real  value  of 
the  communication  from  the  G.  &  W.  S.  P.  A. 

[  have  had  the  pleasure  of  interviewing  Mr.  Cross,  and  of 
supplying  him  with  opposition  details,  syllabus  of  the 
Society's  examinations,  editorials  from  The  Chkmist  and 
Druggist,  &c,  and  the  little  amendment  to  Clause  3  has 
resulted  therefrom.  At  Mr.  Cross's  request  1  have  also  fur- 
nished similar  details  to  other  M.P.'s,  some  of  whom  have 
since  promised  support  if  required,  while  others  are  willing 
to  give  it  a  fair  consideration  if  debated. 

So  far  as  I  can  ascertain  there  is  no  indignation  over  the 
opposition  to  the  Bill,  unless  it  be  on  the  part  of  those 
gentlemen  who  had  hoped  to  get  over  the  pharmaceutical 
wall  instead  of  entering  by  the  "  examination  "  gate. 

No,  Sir,  we  are  not  indignant,  and  we  cannot  enthuse. 

Yours  truly, 

69  South  Portland  Street,  Arthur  McKellar. 

Glasgow :  March  21. 

Irish  Interests  and  the  British  Pharmacy  Bill. 
Sir, — The  fate  of  the  Pharmacy  Bill  may  have  already 
been  decided  ere  these  lines  can  reach  the  eyes  of  your 
clientele,  yet  I  should  like  to  observe  that  I  have  had  to  ask 
some  of  the  Irish  members  to  support  that  amendment  to 
Clause  3  which  provides  certain  privileges  to  apothecaries, 
as  such  may  be  of  interest  to  us  on  this  side  of  the  water. 

Yours  truly, 

19  North  Earl  Street,  Dublin,  J.  C.  McWat.ter. 

March  21. 

The  Irish  Examination. 

SiR, — I  sincerely  hope  the  Council  will  not  allow  Mr. 
Doran  to  have  his  way  in  the  matter  of  the  recognition  of 
chemicals  at  the  examination,  but  that  students  will  hence- 
forth be  shown  chemicals  for  recognition  in  the  ordinary 
way.  Surely  this  is  of  more  practical  importance  than  (t'o 
reproduce  some  of  the  examiner's  own  questions  of  recent 
date  ni  the  viva  voc,-)  to  be  able  to  write  out  the  formula  of 
"sulphonal"  or  even  "acetanilide.'  In  my  own  case  I 
thought  it  very  strange  that  the  then  examiner  in  pharmacy 


should  show  me  for  recognition  the  purely  chemical  sub- 
stances which  the  syllabus  requires  the  examiner  in  chemis- 
try to  do.  This  must  be  to  the  detriment  of  the  pharmacy 
examiner,  who  has  quite  an  array  of  galenicals  without 
treading  upon  the  ground  of  another.  I  notice,  of  course, 
that  the  Council  have  been  firm  with  Mr.  Doran  in  this 
matter,  and  anyone  can  see  that  his  explanation  is  only  a 
piece  of  word-juggling.  Meanwhile,  let  me  say  that  what  is 
wanted  is  a  compulsory  curriculum  of  thewholecour.se  for 
the  Licence  examination,  instead  of  the  present  miserable 
syllabus,  which  is  ambiguous  and  antiquated,  as,  indeed, 
Mr.  Doran  says. 

I  cordially  agree  with  Mr.  Doran  that  for  the  examination 
in  chemistry  insufficient  time  is  allowed.  This  is  most  unfair, 
to  those  candidates  especially  who  have  systematically  and 
carefully  worked  up  their  subject.  Mr.  Doran's  suggestion 
here  is  worthy  of  attention.  My  letter  is  already  too  long, 
or  I  should  have  referred  to  other  matters.  Suffice  it  to  say 
that  with  the  issue  of  the  new  Pharmacopoeia  let  us  hope  we 
will  have,  in  Ireland  at  least,  a  compulsory  curriculum 
worthy  of  those  who  have  an  interest  in  and  who  look  after 
the  training  of  those  who  select  pharmacy  as  their  calling 
in  life.  Sincerely  yours, 

The  Eagle  Pharmacy,  York  Street,  Sam  Hogg. 

Belfast,  March  9. 

The  Trade  Report. 

Sir,—  We  read  with  interest  the  editorial  article  which 
appears  in  the  current  issue  of  your  journal  commenting  on 
the  Market  Report,  which  is  given  each  week  in  your 
columns,  since  we  think  with  you  that  retail  buyers  do  not 
always  fully  appreciate  the  heavy  charges  which  have  in 
most  cases  to  be  added  to  the  cost  of  goods  either  imported 
or  bought  in  public  sale. 

Purchases  made  under  these  conditions  have  to  be  paid 
for  within  a  few  days,  and  this,  combined  with  the  necessity 
of  holding  a  large  and  fluctuating  stock,  and  the  fairly  long 
credit  accorded  to  the  retail  trade,  means  that  a  correspond- 
ingly large  capital  is  required. 

To  take  the  instances  given  by  you — viz.,  quinine  and  cod- 
liver  oil  —  of  course,  any  of  the  leading  firms  deal  in 
larger  lots  than  1,000  oz.  of  the  former  or  a  few  barrels  of 
the  latter ;  and  it  should  be  remembered  that  these,  in 
common  with  most  other  drugs,  are  of  a  more  or  less  specu- 
lative character,  liable  to  extreme  and  sometimes  sudden 
fluctuations  in  value.  Thus  it  may  happen  that  before  a 
shipment  is  sold  by  the  importer  (possibly  even  before  it 
arrives),  the  market  may  have  fallen  in  price. 

We  see,  for  instance,  that  in  1896  we  paid  as  high  as 
2l0.«.  per  barrel  for  cod-liver  oil,  while  soon  after  the  quota- 
tion declined  considerably,  and  has  been  falling  pretty  well 
ever  since. 

To  take  a  comparatively  small  article,  for  which,  how- 
ever, there  is  a  limited  demand  in  certain  quarters — 
Chaulmoogra  oil — we  cannot  possibly  receive  a  shipment 
under  three  months  from  the  time  the  order  is  dispatched, 
and  we  have  paid  as  much  as  7.9.  6d.  per  lb.  for  this,  or 
sometimes,  as  at  present,  about  one-third  that  figure.  Wo 
merely  give  these  instances  as  showing  that  a  certain 
margin  must  be  allowed  to  cover  these  risks,  and  that  it  is 
not  always  possible  for  a  retail  buyer  to  purchase  even  fairly 
large  parcels  of  drugs  at  the  lowest  rates  given  in  your 
reports.  There  exists,  however,  sufficient  competition,  so 
that  it  is  possible  for  any  buyer  to  purchase  in  quantity  at. 
prices  showing  a  very  much  smaller  margin  of  profit  to  the 
distributing  firms  than  was  the  case  ten  or  fifteen  years 
ago  ;  and  how  keen  this  competition  is  may  be  judged  from 
the  fact  that  quotations  received  from  the  principal  firms 
will  be  found  to  agree  very  closely;  and  when  it  is  remem- 
bered that  in  few  (if  any)  manufacturing  businesses  do  the 
working  expenses  represent  so  large  a  proportion  of  the 
total  sales  as  is  the  case  with  the  wholesale  drug-trade,  it 
will  be  admitted  that  modern  profits  are  by  no  means 
excessive.  Your  obedient  servants, 

H.  E.  Stevenson  &  Co. 

130  Southwark  Street,  London,  S.E., 
March  21. 

"  Laudanum." 

Sir, — It  is  not  quite  correct  to  say  that  "  laudanum  "  is  a 
corruption   of  "ladanum'    and   '' labdanutn."    It  is  more 
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correct  to  say  that  "  labdanum '*  and  "  laudanum  "  are  cor- 
ruptions oC  "ladamim."  According  to  Liddell  and  Scott, 
the  Greeks  got  this  word  from  the  Arabic  as  hula  nun.  In 
Latin  it  became  "  ladanum,"  and  this  in  our  shops  and 
herbals  was  corrupted  as  aforesaid,  and  also  into  "  lap- 
danuin  "  and  "lapadanum."  The  shrub  yielding  the  gum, 
Gistus  Ledon — or,  as  later  writers  term  it,  Cist  us  ladanifera 
— was  cultivated  in  Cyprus  and  Candy.  Tournefort,  in  his 
"  Voyage  into  the  Levant,"  describes  the  plant,  the  mode  of 
gathering  the  juice,  and  the  cakes  of  different  sizes  into 
which  it  was  made  up  (usually  adulterated  with  the  black 
sand  of  the  parts  in  which  it  grows).  He  invariably  calls  it 
'•laudanum,"  adding,  in  one  instance,  the  alternative  form 
"labdanum."  Gerard,  following  Dioscorides,  says  that  is 
best  "  which  is  sweet  of  smell,  and  somewhat  greene,  that 
easily  waxeth  soft,  is  fat,  without  sand,  and  is  not  easily 
broken,  but  very  full  of  rosin  or  gumme."  It  was  credited 
with  binding  and  mollifying  properties,  was  good  for 
"  lack,"  for  pains  in  the  ears,  and  in  plasters  for  pains 
generally,  with  other  uses  that  need  not  be  enumerated. 

Jf  we  compare  this  preparation  with  the  first  laudanum  of 
the  London  College,  we  shall  see  how  naturally  the  name 
would  be  transferred  from  the  one  to  the  other.  Here  is  the 
earliest  formula  I  have  met  with  :— "  Take  extract  of  opium 
made  with  an  equal  quantity  of  spirit  of  wine  and  water, 
gj. ;  extract  of  saffron,  made  after  the  same  manner,  5iss. ; 
castor,  5j.  Let  them  be  made  up  into  a  mass  with  tincture 
made  of  the  Species  Dianibrce  (composed  of  cinnamone,  mace, 
angelica,  &c),  spirit  of  wine,  55s.  ;  add  oil  of  nutmegs, 
gutt.  x.  ;  and  then  with  a  gentle  heat  evaporate  to  a  due 
consistence."  This  was  doubtless  modelled  on  the  laudanum 
of  Paracelsus,  to  which,  by  the  way,  that  prince  of  quacks 
gave  the  name,  not  of  laudanum  simply,  but  of  laudanum 
tipiatinn — a  fact  which  abundantly  proves  the  transference  of 
the  name  under  consideration.  In  addition  to  this,  there 
soon  sprang  up  numerous  other  laudanums,  or  laudana  (as 
Salmon  calls  them).  Among  these  were  Van  Hel moat's 
mineral  laudanum  without  opium  (made  of  "  the  sulphur  of 
the  vitriol  of  Mars"),  the  laudanum  cydoniatum  of  Sylvius, 
Sydenham's  liquid  laudanum,  Salmon's  ditto,  and  his 
"  volatile  laudanum  "  (solid).  In  most  of  these  there  was  an 
acid  present,  and  the  liquid  preparations  were  made,  not 
with  spirit,  but  with  Canary  wine.  We  may  say  of  all  of 
them  that  astringency  was  aimed  at  as  a  chief  end ;  they  were 
also  all  more  or  less  aromatic,  as  was  also  another  celebrated 
laudanum  I  have  omitted  to  mention— the  tartarised  liquid 
laudanum  of  our  later  Dispensatories. 

In  the  light  of  these  facts,  it  is  hardly  possible  to  doubt  that 
the  term  "laudanum"  as  we  now  use  it  comes  from  the  name 
of  thecistus  gum.  I  am  not  sure  that  we  may  not  go  further, 
and  say  that  the  first  opiate  preparation  called  laudanum  was, 
in  a  sense,  an  imitation  of  this  gum — that  is  to  say,  it  was 
meant  to  resemble  it  in  appearance  and  general  character, 
but  to  be  (of  course)  a  more  powerful,  and,  therefore,  a 
more  useful,  drug. 

1  do  not  think  the  suggestion  that  opium  itself  was  ever 
known  as  laudanum  will  stand.  I  have  met  with  it  under 
the  name  of  lac papave r is,  but  never  under  the  other  name. 

I  am,  &c, 

Epworth.  C.  C.  Belt,. 

The  Proposed  Assistants'  Union. 

Sir, — "  Watchman  "  says,  "a  trade-union  is  our  only  salva- 
tion." I  fancy  it  would  be.  our  ruin.  We  have  lately  had  an 
instance  of  trade-unionism  in  the  engineering  dispute,  and 
comment  is  needless.  The  supposed  benefits  conferred  by  a 
trade-union  would  be  counteracted  by  an  ultimate  Employers' 
Federation.  What  can  the  P.A.T.A.  do  in  the  matter  1  It  is 
no  function  of  theirs  to  organise  a  trade- union,  and  1  cannot 
conceive  how  it  would  benefit  us  if  they  were  to  do  so.  1 
agree  with  "Anti-humbug"  that  £  s.  d.  chiclly  prevents 
assistants  commencing  on  their  own  account.  But  where  are 
the  100  places  he  speaks  of  where  "  the  drug-companies 
cease  from  troubling  ?  " 

"Qualified"  has  evidently  become  a  willing  victim  to  the 
trade-union  mania,  modified  to  "combination."  I  would 
remind  him  that  drug-companies  do  not  put  qualified 
managers  in  all  their  branches.  This  I  can  prove.  Certainly, 
if  all  assistants,  qualified  and  unqualified,  refused  to  work 
for  companies,  it  would  remedy  matters;  but  is  it  likely  such 
an  event  will  happen '.' 


"  Spes,"  in  his  sarcastic  letter,  evidently  thinks  that  by 
employing  assistants  (made  in  Germany)  he  will  be  able  to 
ignore  the  Pharmacy  Act.  He  rejects  the  idea  that  com- 
panies will  monopolise  the  sale  of  drugs,  but  this  is  what 
they  are  endeavouring  to  do.  Do  they  pay  large  dividends 
from  the  profits  made  by  selling  patents  at  about  cost- price  / 
Do  they  fill  their  windows  with  them  ']  No,  they  till  them 
with  their  "  own  blood-purifier,  2s.  bottle  for  Is.  6'/.,"  and 
so  on. 

The  proper  way  to  improve  matters  will  be : — 

To  consolidate  the  entire  trade  by  supporting  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society;  then  to  bring  forward  a  Bill  to 

(a)  To  make  it  illegal  for  a  company  to  have  an  open  shop, 
unless  that  shop  is  managed  by  a  qualified  man. 

(t>)  The  name  of  the  manager  to  be  disclosed. 

(c)  The  number  of  pharmacies  to  be  limited  according  to 
population. 

(d)  The  supply  and  sale  of  drugs  to  be  entrusted  to  regis- 
tered chemists.  Yours  respectfully, 

Dissatisfied.  (125/26.) 

Sir, — As  a  qualified  assistant  hoping  to  be  in  business  for. 
myself  in  a  few  years,  and  who  is  not,  has  not  been,  nor  ever 
will  be  a  drug-company's  assistant,  if  means  can  prevent  it, 
I  emphatically  disagree  with  "Tocsin"  and  "Watchman." 

"Tocsin"  as  good  as  says,  Let  the  qualified  man  of  the 
stores  come  to  me,  and  although  he  may  have  no  capital,  I 
offer  him  less  salary,  longer  hours,  night  duty,  and  Sunday 
duty,  and  in  due  course  he  will  be  able  to  go  into  business 
for  himself.  "  Tocsin  "  spins  a  one-sided  yarn  without  even 
suggesting  a  remedy.  Let  me  recommend  the  remedy  :  Give 
the  same  salary,  the  same  business  hours,  the  Sundays  free, 
and  everything  else  equal,  and  no  qualified  man  will  lend 
himself  to  the  store. 

Many  proprietors  will  cry  out  "  Impossible."  I  say 
it  is  not  impossible.  I  am  speaking  faithfully  when 
I  say  that  the  profits  accruing  from  my  work  done  on 
Sundays — every  other  Sunday — amount  to  over  35/.  in 
the  year.  These  Sunday  extras  more  than  keep  me  in 
grub  for  the  rest  of  the  week.  Is  this  any  better  than 
the  paupers  of  a  workhouse  cracking  so  many  stones  before 
they  have  the  skilly  1  "  Then  why  do  you  do  it  ?  "  some  may 
ask,  and  my  reply  is  the  same  as  that  of  others — I  don't  know. 
If  it  were  necessary  I  could  deal  with  the  requirements  of 
each  customer  who  helps  to  make  the  Day  of  Rest  a  misery  to 
existence.  Not  one  prescription  in  ten  is  a  new  one,  dated 
on  that  day.  Nothing  will  ever  make  me  believe  it  is  neces- 
sary to  cuddle  up  the  public  into  these  bad  habits  as  phar- 
macists do  to-day.  The  stores  do  a  fair  share  of  dispensing. 
How  is  it  they  retain  their  customers  '.'  The  remedy  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  complaining  pharmacists,  and  until  such  times 
that  qualified  and  all  other  assistants  have  better  hours  and 
better  pay  ;  and  so  long  as  there  is  a  stores  demand  there 
will  be  a  supply.  We  must  not  begrudge  the  man  with  no 
capital  doing  the  best  for  himself,  as  we  are  all  doing  or  hope 
to  do. 

Finally,  let  "  Tocsin"  and  "  Watchman  "  calculate  in  their 
own  minds  how  long  it  will  take  an  assistant  in  their 
establishments,  commencing  with  only  a  few  pounds  in  his 
pocket,  to  save  300/.  or  400/.  to  set  up  or  purchase  a  business. 
Let  them  also  picture  the  assistant  after  he  has  scraped  this 
together  :  after  spending  the  best  of  his  life  and  energy  for 
the  good  of  his  employer,  trying  to  do  a  good  t  urn  for  him- 
self, he  finds  mind  and  body  well  nigh  a  wreck,  and  business 
ten  chances  to  one,  an  utter  failure. 

Realitiks.   (125  70.) 

Sir,  —  In  spite  of  the  cold  water  you  saw  fit  to  shower  on  ■ 
the  letter  of  "  Tocsin,"  1  am  inclined  to  agree  with  "Watch- 
man "  that  it  contained  the  most  practical  suggestion  for  the 
betterment  of  the  modern  chemist,  qualified  or  unqualified, 
which  lias  appeared  in  your  pages  for  many  a  week.  How 
well  it  hit  the  mark  is  shown  by  the  ill-concealed  alarm  of 
the  drug-company  chairman,  and  the  self-revelatory  epistle 
of  the  drug-company  assistant,  which  appeared  in  your  last. ' 
To  the  former  gentleman,  I  would  say  that  the  bogey  of 
foreign  competition  is  not  likely  to  deter  assistants  from  the 
formation  of  a  union,  for  they  may  be  excused  for  suspect- 
ing that  if  it  had  been  possible  to  work  a  company-pharmacy 
with  German  or  other  cheap  labour  the  thing  would  have 
been  tried  by  someone  years  ago.  To  the  latter,  1  would 
commend  the  warnings  of  "  Qualified."     "  Anti-humbug,'  , 
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and  others  of  the  butterfly  class,  may  complacently  chuckle 
that  for  a  few  years  they  are  without  work  on  Sundays,  and 
can  sleep  without  a  night-bell ;  but,  as  "  Tocsin  "  logically 
urges,  it  is  only  a  question  of  time  before  some  of  them  will 
find  themselves  without  work  on  weekdays  too,  and  may 
perforce  learn  to  sleep  without  a  night-shirt.  For  the  state- 
ment "  the  small  man  with  small  money  can  always  lind  a 
hundred  places  to  open  his  small  shop  "  never  was  true,  and 
is  becoming  daily  more  palpably  ridiculous.  Some  years 
ago,  when  assistant  in  the  country,  it  was  a  common  thing 
for  me  to  hear  travellers  congratulate  ray  governor  upon 
being  in  a  place  too  small  for  an  "  Octopus  "  to  invade ;  but 
since  those  days  that  town,  and  many  still  smaller  ones,  have 
been  favoured  witli  the  overflowing  philanthropy  of  the  com- 
pany-chemist, with  his  "  emancipatory  "  price-lists  and  re- 
splendent shop-fittings.  I  could  point  to  instances  to-day 
where  assistants,  quite  as  smart  as  the  average  manager, 
have  been  deterred  from  commencing  business  because  some 
confrere  has  sold  his  services  to  a  drug-company  coming  into 
their  neighbourhood,  and  thus  created  an  unfair  and  impos- 
sible competition.  I  say,  moreover,  from  my  own  personal 
observation,  that  there  are  qualified  men  in  the  employ  of 
companies  who  have  to  work  harder,  and  under  condi- 
tions of  greater  discomfort,  than  the  average  assistant  of 
the  legitimate  chemist,  and  often  for  longer  hours  than 
other  houses  in  the  same  locality.  "Tocsin'"  tells  of  an 
octopus  which  keeps  its  tentacles  in  motion  on  bank  holi- 
days. I  had  an  opportunity  of  witnessing  last  summer  a 
similar  phenomenon.  It  would  seem  as  if  the  modern  Esau 
not  only  sold  his  birthright,  but  allowed  himself  to  be  mulcted 
of  the  consolatory  pottage. 

The  only  remedy  is  combination.  Let  the  assistants' 
associations  throughout  the  kingdom  take  the  matter  up,  and 
they  will  soon  have  sufficient  following  to  make  their  victory 
certain.  Faithfully  yours, 

Fiery  Cross.  (127/42.) 

Sir, — Four  years  ago,  in  a  north-country  town,  a  few 
apprentice-aspirants  to  pharmacy-fame  were  talking  over 
future  prospects,  including  the  terrible  approaching  Minor. 
Four  of  us  just  finishing  our  apprenticeships  were  on  the  verge 
of  journeying  to  "  Reekie,"  to  complete  our  studies  before  facing 
the  music.  Our  future  prospects  were  that  evening  thrashed 
out.  The  verdict  was — (1)  Get  the  Minor  at  any  cost; 
(2)  work  anywhere  for  the  largest  remuneration  and  save 
money ;  (3)  form  a  company  of  chemists  only  and  divide 
the  profits. 

At  present  (  three  years  later)  five  are  in  good  positions  in 
limited  companies  (including  myself),  having  adapted  our- 
selves, "  Darwin  style,"  to  our  surroundings  as  knowledge  and 
money  suckers.  I  have  never  seen  my  friends  since  leaving 
"  Reekie,"  but  we  have  a  system  of  correspondence  by  which 
we  exchange  (our  masters')  ideas.  Since  then,  two  (one  a 
Major)  have  joined  our  ranks.  That  is  our  present  position, 
and  we  all  appreciate  the  fact  that  the  struggle  has  not  yet 
begun.  We  have  degraded  ourselves,  worked  harassing 
hours,  been  scoffed  at  by  our  West-end  friends,  and  "our 
poor  blind  masters  consider "  have  taken  a  wonderful  in- 
terest in  the  various  businesses  to  which  we  belong.  Merely 
"  as  a  means  to  an  end,"  however,  and  that  "  end  "  will  cease 
to  exist  as  a  myth  shortly,  providing  our  ranks  are  not 
broken  by  melting  in  any  way. 

At  present  our  respective  salaries  range  from  150/.  to  120/" 
the  Major  leaving  160/.  at  our  unanimous  request  a  few 
weeks  ago,  to  accept  110/.  in  another  store,  the  successful 
system  of  which  we  could  not  quite  understand  but  mean  to. 
I  might  say  two  wholesale  clerks  are  in  our  movement,  on 
sufferance,  and  if  their  knowledge  and  loyalty  "  to  us " 
justify  it,  we  will  admit  them  to  the  sacred  ring,  and,  if 
possible,  qualify  them  later  on. 

We  anticipate  forming  a  typical  chemists'  company  ; 
shall  have  a  number  of  shops ;  shall  explain  to  the  public 
our  position  ;  try  and  enlist  their  sympathy  by  each  giving  a 
master's  attention  to  his  own  business ;  buy  in  a  good 
market ;  conscientiously  divide  the  profits,  and  let  the  same 
tact  and  ability  which  carried  many  of  us  through  the  Minor 
at  the  first  attempt  do  the  rest. 

Respectfully  yours, 

We  are  Seven.  (126/44.) 

Sir, — Though  "  Tocsin  "  seems  to  somewhat  overstep  the 
mark  (a  common  fault  with  agitators),  I  think  every  assistant 


can  obtain  some  benefit  by  the  perusal  of  his  letter,  for  it 
shows  the  views  of  an  intelligent  man  on  present-day 
pharmacy.  Any  movement  that  can  enable  the  greatest 
possible  number  of  qualified  assistant  pharmacists  to  become 
their  own  masters  is  worthy  of  support,  but  1  agree  with 
you,  Sir,  that  any  attempt  to  boycott  the  drug-companies 
would  be  a  lamentable  waste  of  time,  money,-  ami  energy. 
It  could  only  be  done  by  the  impossible  taking  place,  such 
as  by  a  law  making  it  a  penal  offence  for  a  qualified 
assistant  to  work  for  a  drug-company,  or  by  making- 
pharmacy  a  "  close  "  business,  as  in  France,  Germany,  and  . 
elsewhere,  In  France,  as  is  well  known,  none  but  a. qualified 
man  can' own  a  pharmacy,  and,  besides,  he  must  manage  it 
himself.  This  seems  to  me  to  be  the  only  ground  on  which 
agitation  could  be  carried  on  with  any  prospect  of  success. 
Most  people  will  think  the  task  hopeless;  doubtless  it  would 
be  difficult,  but  I  fail  to  see  why  Westminster  wisdom 
should  not  do  something  towards  protecting  pharmacy  as  a 
profession,  when  so  much  is  required  of  its  votaries  in  the 
form  of  an  expensive  education  and  scientific  attainments. 
Why  should  pharmacy-assistants  be  on  no  better  footing 
than  drapers'  or  grocers'  assistants,  whose  sole  qualifications 
are  a  good  presence,  a  quick  wit,  and  ready  tongue  ?  But 
there  is  the  danger  that  protection  would  be  the  death-knell 
to  competition,  and  the  last  state  might  be  worse  than  the 
first.  Pharmacy  in  France  is  by  no  means  so  flourishing  as 
in  England,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  any  attempt  at  a 
combination  amounting  to  a  company,  or  individual  trading 
under  the  name  of  a  qualified  man,  or  even  a  partnership,  is 
quickly  suppressed  by  the  persuasive  arm  of  the  law.  A 
French  Assistants'  Union  exists  in  France,  with  its  head- 
quarters in  Paris.  The  only  thing  of  importance  attempted 
by  it  so  far  is  to  try  to  obtain  a  uniform  9  p.m.  closing  hour, 
and  this  has  not  succeeded.  Many  French  pharmacists 
believe  that  patent  medicines  are  the  octopus  that  is 
throttling  their  profession.  The  General  Association  of 
French  Pharmacists  are  negotiating  for  the  suppression  of 
cutting,  while  an  important  section  of  provincial  pharma- 
cists want  to  get  patents  entirely  suppressed.  Such  is, 
biielly,  the  state  of  French  pharmacy,  which  has  enjoyed 
the  privilege  of  a  "one-man"  pharmacy  for  well  nigh  a 
hundred  years.  English  company-pharmacy,  in  my  opinion, 
is  only  on  the  threshold  of  its  development.  If  it  goes  on 
unchecked  we  shall  probably  see  before  many  years  a 
gigantic  trust  combination,  compared  with  which  present- 
day  companies  are  but  trifles.  What  is  to  prevent  the 
ma  jority  of  pharmacies  becoming  more  or  less  "  tied " 
houses  1  This  is  a  reason  why,  if  assistants  agitate  at  all, 
they  ought  to  do  so  before  their  chief  present  bugbear  has 
grown  too  large  to  fight. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Dim.  (127/37.) 

Prices  of  Anti-cutting  Articles. 

Sir, — Allow  me  through  the  medium  of  your  paper  to 
suggest  to  anti-cutting  chemists  to  examine  so-called  pro- 
tected articles  before  sending  them  out  with  confidence,  and 
to  lay  before  them  what  occurred  to  me. 

Having  occasion  to  recommend  to  a  customer  cascara  cap- 
sules, I  handed  over  a  Is.  box  of  Dun's,  the  price  being 
plainly  marked  outside.  To  my  great  annoyance  my 
customer  returned,  bringing  with  him  a  paper  similar  to  the 
enclosed,  saying  I  had  overcharged  him,  as  the  price  was 
only  10rf.,  which  price  only  is  quoted  inside,  there  being 
nothing  outside  to  indicate  lOd  as  the  price.  Is  this  fair 
and  honourable  .'    Perhaps  the  trade  will  decide. 

I  am,  Sir,  yours  faithfully, 

Fairness.  (119/20.) 

[We  have  obtained  a  box  of  Dun's  cascara  capsules,  and 
find  that  the  prices  are  given  as  our  correspondent  states  — 
Is.  being  printed  on  box  outside,  and  lOd.  on  circular 
inside.  We  should  think  that  it  is  only  necessary  for  us  to 
call  attention  to  this  anomaly  for  it  to  be  promptly 
remedied. — Ed.  C.  <5' 

DISPENSING  NOTES. 


Opalescent  or  Clear  Mixture. 

SlB, — In  making  up  the  following  mixture  I  find  that  one 
sample  of  tr.  nuc.  vom.  gives  a  cloudy  mixture,  which,  en 
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standing  two  days,  deposits  a  fiocculent  precipitate,  while 
another  gives  a  perfectly  clear  mixture.  Can  you  tell  me 
which  is  correct,  a  clear  or  a  cloudy  mixture  1 

Ac.  nitro-mur  dil.  ...      ...      ...  5ij. 

Spt.  chlorof.  ...    5'j- 

Tr.  nuc.  vom   5ij- 

Aq.  ad   5vj. 

Yours  truly, 

Country.  (118/36.) 

[Tincture  of  nux  vomica  of  the  present  Pharmacopoeia 
gives  a  slightly  cloudy  mixture  when  diluted  with  water,  but 
not  so  marked  as  was  the  case  with  the  old  tincture.] 

Dispensing-charges. 

Sie, — I  should  be  glad  to  have  your  readers'  opinion  as  to 
the  proper  charge  to  make  for  following  prescription.  It 
has  been  dispensed  at  a  London  stores  for  3s.  6d. 

Syr.  hypophosph.  co.  (Fellows')  ...  $vj. 

Liq.  ferri  perchlor....       ...       ...  ?,iss. 

Quin.  sulph....       ...       ...       ...  T>iv. 

Syr.  simplicis         ...       ...  ... 

Aquam  ad    ...       ...       ...       ...  S^ij- 

M. 

ex  aq,  t.d.s.  p.c. 

Yours  truly, 

E.  W.  M.  (119/28.) 

Albumin  in  Lead  and-opium  Lotion. 

Sib, — Will  you  kindly  let  me  know  how  the  following 
should  be  mixed?  It  seems  ditlicult  to  get  it  entirely  free 
from  coagulated  particles. 


Liq.  plumb,  subacct.    5ij. 

Tr.  opii  ...       ...       ...       ...  5iiss. 

Alb.  ovi    j. 

Aq.  dest.  ad   ov'ij- 

M.    Ft.  lot. 


Yours  truly, 

Euclid.  (120/23.) 

[Apart  from  the  curdy  precipitate  given  by  the  laudanum 
and  lead,  the  albumin  forms  an  insoluble  compound  with  the 
lead,  which  can  only  be  made  "  fine "  by  considerable 
dilution — inapplicable  in  this  case.] 

Solidified  Drops. 

Sir,— Can  you  kindly  explain  why  the  following  solution 
becomes  on  standing  a  semi-solid  white  mass?— 

Atrop.  sulph....       ...      ...      ...   gr.  «ig 

Morph.  sulph.        ...       ...       ...    gr.  j. 

Aq.  dest.        ...    ...  Hlxv. 

It  was  clear  when  made,  and  the  solution  made  acid. 

Very  truly, 

Exon.  (124/1.) 

[Morphia  sulphate  is  only  soluble  1  in  24.  The  use  of 
acid  caused  the  formation  of  an  acid  sulphate,  still  less 
soluble.    The  use  of  acid  was  not  permissible.] 

Advice  Wanted. 

Sir, — Will  you  kindly  inform  me  how  to  dispense  the 
following  prescriptions? — 

Ext.  belladonnas    .li  j. 

Ac.  tannici     ...       ...       ...       ...  5ss. 

Morph.  acet.  ...       ...       ...       ...    gr.  viij. 

Crem.hazelini  ad    ...      ...       ...  Jj. 

Ft.  ungt. 

Ext.  cannab.  indie.  ...       ...       ...    gr.  ss. 

Ext.  hyoscy.  moll.    ...       ...       ...    gr.  iss. 

Ft.  pil. 

Sodii  bicarb   r>' j  - 

Salol   5j. 

Tr.  hyoscy  

Ac.  borici      ...       ...       ...       ...  5j- 

Muc.  acacia?  ...       ...       ...       ...  q.s. 

Aq.  menth.  pip.  ad   Jvj. 

M.    Ft.  mist. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Radix.  (112/70.) 
[In  the  case  of  the  ointment  rub  the  extract  to  a  thin 
smooth  cream  with  a  few  drops  of  water  before  mixing  with 


the  other  ingredients.  The  excipient  which  the  pills  require  is 
liquorice-powder  (gr.  j.)  with  tragacanth-powder  (gr.  |).  In 
the  case  of  the  mixture,  the  salol,  being  insoluble  in  water, 
must  first  be  ground  to  a  line  powder  before  mixing  with  a 
little  peppermint-water  and  .jss.  mucilage  of  acacia,  which 
the  prescribe!-  adds  with  this  intention.] 


LEGAL  QUERIES. 


We  do  not  give  legal  opinions  by  post.  Information  regarding  most  legal 
mattersin  connection  with  pharmacy  will  be  found  in  The  Chemists' 
and  Druggists'  Diary,  and  in  "Pharmacy  and  Poison  Laws  of  the 
United  Kingdom,"  and  Alpe's  "  Handy-book  of  Medicine-stamp  Duty." 


116/26.  Hope. — You  will  find  instructions  fur  applying 
for  a  wine-retailer's  licence  in  the  Diary,  1898,  page  212,  in 
the  Diary,  1897,  page  218. 

116,65.  United  Counties. — An  unregistered  person  may 
carry  on  drug-stores  and  call  them  such.  What  he  may  not 
do  is  to  keep  open  a  shop  for  the  sale  of  poisons.  He  can 
call  himself  a  drug  company  if  he  likes,  but  this  does  not 
entitle  him  to  keep  open  a  shop  for  the  sale  of  poisons;  bub 
if  he  forms  and  registers  a  company  under  the  Joint-stock 
Companies  Act  lie  may  then  keep  open  shop  for  the  sale  of 
poisons,  but  even  then  only  a  registered  person  may  actually 
sell  the  poisons.  It  would  not  be  an  infringement  of  the 
Apothecaries  Act,  nor  in  our  opinion  of  any  other  Act,  for  a 
chemist  to  prescribe  for  any  patient.  To  act  as  an  apothe- 
cary he  must  both  prescribe  and  supply  the  medicine. 

120/30.  Kino. — The  law  does  not  require  a  chemist  to 
employ  a  qualified  assistant  in  any  of  his  branches;  but  it 
provides  that  if  in  any  shop  an  unqualified  person  sells  a 
scheduled  poison,  that  unqualified  person  shall  be  liable  to  a 
penalby. 

120/4.  Scotia. — Although  the  railway  company  have 
acquired  power  to  take  your  premises,  it  does  not  cerbainly 
follow  that  they  will  take  them,  and  the  Act  would  be  a  very 
unusual  one  if  it  compelled  them  to  take  them. 

120/17.  A.  W.  E. — It  is  not  usual  to  withhold  an  assis- 
tant's wages  during  his  absence  through  illness  ;  nor  is  it 
legal  to  do  so  unless  there  is  an  express  stipulation  that  this 
will  be  done. 

121/14.  Locum. — You  being  qualified  can  sell  poisons  or 
keep  open  shop  for  their  sale;  bub  your  sister,  not  being 
qualified,  cannot  legally  own  the  business  or  be  a  partner 
in  it. 

125/18.  Justice,  who  is  not  a  registered  chemisb  and 
dniggist,  has  received  some  handbills  on  which  he  is  de- 
scribed as  a  chemist  and  druggist.  He  asks  whether,  as 
the  mistake  was  not  his,  he  may  distribute  the  handbills  !  He 
certainly  may  not. 

125/61.  Timon. — Preparations  of  corrosive  sublimate  are 
legally  in  the  same  position  as  preparations  of  morphia. 
Corrosive  sublimate  itself  is  in  Part  1  of  the  schedule,  but 
preparations  of  it  have  been  explicitly  left  in  Part  2.  We 
do  not  consider  you  need  register  the  sale  of  the  preparation 
you  describe. 

125/63.  Dens. — The  Dentists  Act  applies  to  the  Isle  of 
Wight,  but  not  to  the  Channel  Islands  nor  to  the  Isle  of 
Man.  A  Bill  for  Jersey  is  now  before  the  Legislative 
Assembly;of  that  island.  There  is  a  Dentists  Act  in  Victoria, 
bub  we  cannot  tell  you  for  certain  about  the  other  colonies. 

122/27.  Cinchona. — We  do  not  think  anyone  could  have 
a  copyright  in  such  a  simple  piece  of  literary  work  as  the 
indication  of  the  dose  of  children's  powders.  But,  for  all 
that,  we  should  try  to  express  the  same  thing  a  little 
differently.    It  is  bad  form  to  copy. 

127/65.  Cher  Ami. — If  you  pay  a  5/.  5s.  fee  for  the  Minor 
examination  any  time  before  the  new  regulations  come  into 
operation  you  will  be  entitled  to  go  up  for  as  many  subse- 
quent Minors  as  you  need  at  31.  3s.  each. 
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126/74.  D.  B. — It  may  be  doubtful  whether  it  is  strictly 
legal  to  trade  as  a  chemist  and  druggist  in  a  name  different  to 
your  own.  But  as  it  is  done  by  the  President  and  by  several 
ex-Fresidents  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  you  may  safely 
follow.  Labels  for  poisons  should  bear  the  name  of  the  firm 
whose  name  you  assume. 


MISCELLANEOUS  INQUIRIES. 


We  reply  to  our  subscribers  and  their  employes  only  ;  queries  must, 
there/ore,  be  authenticated  by  the  name  and  address  of  the  subscriber.  When 
more  than  one  query  is  sent  write  each  on  a  separate  piece 
of  paper.  When  a  sample  accompanies  a  query  full  par- 
ticulars regarding  the  origin  and  use  of  the  sample  must 
be  fiten,  and  the  name  of  the  querist  should  be  placed  on  the  sample. 
Queries  are  not  replied  to  by  post. 


Notice  to 
Querists. 


114/12.    W.  6.— Artificial  Mushroom-ketchup  :— 


Porter  ... 

  Oij. 

Cheap  sherry  ... 

  Oj. 

Anchovies 

  5'v. 

Shallots 

  Siv. 

Mace  

  Sss. 

Nutmegs   

  Sss. 

Ginger .. . 

  Sss. 

Black  pepper  ... 

  Sss. 

Formalin 

  5ss. 

Pulp  the  anchovies  and  mix  with  the  porter  and  sherry.  Heat 
to  boiling,  and  pour  on  the  other  ingredients  previously  bruised. 
When  cold  add  the  formalin  and  macerate  fourteen  days  with 
gitation,  then  decant  and  bottle  the  clear  portion. 

115/7.    W.  J.- 

has  gene  solid. 


-There  is  no  remedy  for  malt  extract  that 


115/38. 


Thankful. — Non- excisable  Coca- wine  :— 

Ext.  cocie  liq.  ('5  per  cent,  alkaloid)  Siss. 
Cocain.  hydroch.       ...       ...       ...    gr.  vj. 

Vin,  malagre  ad    Oj. 


M. 


5J- 
Sj- 

gvnj. 


This  formula  is  drawn  up  to  contain  i  gr.  cocaine  per  oz., 
but  every  retailer  who  makes  his  own  preparation  must 
submit  his  formula  and  sample  of  the  wine  to  the  local 
Inland  Revenue  supervisor  for  approval  before  selling. 

118/2.  Ignorance. — The  following  is  the  best  way  of 
making  Soluble  Essence  of  Lemon  from  lemon  oil: — 

Ol  limonis 
Mag.  carb.  Ievis 
Spt.  vini  rect.... 
Shake  together  and  filter. 

116/24.  E.  W. — The  lorry  on  wheels  for  moving  boxes, 
&c,  about,  is  obtainable  from  W.  B.  Fordham  &  Sons,  York 
Koad,  King's  Cross,  N. 

118/45.  Parent— (1)  Perfumes  like  citronella  and  verbena 
are  the  most  suited  for  disguising  the  odour  of  petroleum 
hair-wash.  (2)  Your  inquiry  for  something  that  will  cause  the 
hair  on  a  gentleman's  head  to  get  thinner  and  the  growth 
less  vigorous  is  the  reverse  of  what  we  usually  get  asked. 
Advise  your  customer  to  be  content  with  his  hair  as  it  is. 

117/73.  F.  R. — Salicylic  acid  is  the  best  addition  you  can 
make  to  keep  glycerine  and  rose-water  from  becoming 
fungoid.    About  10  gr.  to  the  pint  is  the  quantity  to  use. 

115/45.  W.  I). —  Starch  Poultice  (Cataplasma'  feculaj, 
L.) : — 

Potato  starch    2  oz. 

Mix  with  a  little  cold  water  and  add— 

Boiling  water    20  oz. 

Then  boil  for  an  instant. 

If  it  is  required  to  add  boric  acid  to  this  poultice,  the  above 
quantity  will  require  5ij. 

115/40.  Aniline.— U  you  furnish  the  particulars  we  re- 
quire (see  head  of  this  section),  we  will  be  pleased  to  attend 
to  ycur  query. 


120/39.  Sapo  asks,  "  How  far  does  the  political  outlook  as 
to  peace  or  war  influence  the  price  of  essential  oils  ?  "  War 
does  not  affect  the  price  of  articles  unless  (1)  it  disturbs  the 
production  in  the  country  of  origin,  (2)  interferes  with  trans- 
port, or  (3)  creates  a  greater  or  less  demand  for  such  articles. 
At  present  the  great  political  disturbance  in  China  has  not 
in  the  slightest  affected  the  markets  for  oil  of  star-anise,  oil 
of  cassia,  and  camphor. 

120/33.  Anxious. — It  is  melted  pitch  that  is  used  for 
branding  cattle  with. 

118/30.  F.  G. — (1)  Three  to  five  grains  of  powdered 
aconite  is  the  dose  for  a  horse.    (2)  Hay-spice  :— 

Aniseed  ...  ...       ...       ...  1  lb. 

Fenugreek  ...  ...       ...       ...  1  lb. 

Ginger  ...  ...       ...       ...  4-  oz. 

Cumin  ...  ...       ...       ...  4  oz. 

Liquorice  ...   1  lb. 

Mix. 

(3)  Mixture  for  Inflammation  of  tho  Bowels  in  Lambs:-— 

Prepared  chalk      ...       ...       ...  5'v. 

Aromatic  confection         ...       ...  5ij. 

Tincture  of  opium   5j. 

Water  to    Oj. 

A  teaspoonful  every  two  hours. 

120/34.  Sanitas. — A  course  of  bromide  and  a  clean  mind 
will  soon  put  matters  right. 

120/51.  Kimia  —  (1)  Meldola's  "  Chemistry  of  Photo- 
graphy," or  Abney's  "  Treatise  on  Photography "  (in  Long- 
mans' Text-books  of  Science).  (2)  There  is  a  process  for 
preserving  sails  in  which  ammonio-sulphate  of  copper  is  used, 
which  may  be  the  process  your  customer  was  thinking  of;  its 
use,  however,  is  covered  by  a  patent. 

121/65.    Bon. — Eau  de  Quinine  : — 

Bals.  Peru  

Glycerine   

Tincture  cinchona  ... 
Bay  rum 

Water   


5iv. 
5iv. 
Sviij. 
Siv. 


Macerate  seven  days  with  frequent  shaking,  and  filter  bright. 

122/5.  F.  W.  B.— Guaiacol  carbonate  contains  915  per 
cent,  of  pure  guaiacol. 

111/11.  Plumbum. —  Grit  is  separated  from  graphite  by 
elutriafion.    We  are  inquiring  into  the  other  questions. 

120/11.  Doubtful. — Oil  of  regmer  we  take  to  be  oil  of 
origanum. 

120/49.  Scot. — We  hope  to  announce  the  book,  wherein 
aerated-water  essences  is  treated,  in  a  week  or  so. 

120/31.    Toilet.— (1)  Violet-powder:— 

Starch-powder 
Powdered  orris-root... 

Oil  of  bergamot   

Oil  of  neroli  

Mix. 

(2)  French-polish  : — 


6  lbs. 
1  lb. 

5iij. 
nixv. 


Mix. 


Shellac 
Benzoin 
Wood-naphthii 


o'l.J. 
Sss. 
Oj- 


(3)  We  hope  to  announce  the  book  in  a  week  or  so. 

118/1.  Tanner. — The  defect  in  the  piece  of  leather, 
looking  like  a  grease-stain,  is  due  to  the  "  liming-bath  "  in  the 
process  of  unhairing  being  too  old.  The  hides  from  very 
fat  cattle  require  the  use  of  fresh  and  strong  lime  liquor. 
The  defect  cannot  now  be  remedied. 

107/2.  Potassium. — Maycock's  "  First  Book  of  Electricity 
and  Magnetism"  (Whittaker,  2s.  6d.)  will  we  think  suit  jou. 

105/61.  Bob  Roy — (1)  You  will  learn  all  about  the 
engineers'  strike  from  the  newspapers.  (2)  Dr.  A.  Wilson's 
"Manual  of  Health"  (Longmans,  2s.  6d.).  (3)  Barrett's 
"  Dental  Surgery"  (Lewis,  3s.  6c/.). 
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119/40.  L.  Co. — Swain's  "Injuries  and  Diseases  of  the 
Knee-joint  "  (Churchill,  9s.).  "The  Art  of  Dispensing"  is 
3s.  Qd. 

108/31.  Gas — Acetylene-gas  Apparatus.— Read  Holli- 
day  &  Sons,  Huddersfield,  or  Thorn  &  Hoddle,  New  Tothill 
Street,  London,  S.W.,  will  supply  you  with  several  forms 
of  apparatus  for  generating  acetylene,  which  with  ordinary 
care  are  quite  sale  in  working. 

117/67.  Leueos  (Barcelona).— (1)  The  simplest  method  of 
estimating  cream  of  tartar  "  proper  for  people  having  some 
rudiments  of  chemistry  "  is  the  method  given  in  Proctor's 
"  Manual  of  Pharmaceutical  Testing,"  published  at  the  oflice 
of  the  C.  %  I).  (2)  Hurst's  "Painters'  Colours,  Oils,  and 
Varnishes  "  is  a  good  book  on  the  subject. 

97/8.  C.  P.  M. — Concentrated  Peptonised-milk. — We 
are  unable  to  give  you  from  personal  experience  directions 
for  the  manufacture  of  this  preparation,  which  is  a 
speciality  of  a  few  houses.  We  understand  that  the  milk  is 
first  peptonised  (but  not  fully)  in  the  ordinary  manner, 
§  oz.  of  chopped  fresh  pancreas  and  1A  dr.  of  sodium  bicar- 
bonate being  used  for  each  gallon  of  milk.  After  maintain- 
ing the  heat  at  140°  F.  for  ten  minutes  the  milk  is  strained, 
boiled,  and  evaporated  (preferably  in  vacuo)  to  a  third  of  its 
bulk,  and  preserved  in  sterilised  bottles. 

98/42.  Country. — De-horning  Calves. — As  soon  as  the 
horns  begin  to  appear  an  escharotic  is  applied,  such  as 
Vienna  paste  or  plain  caustic  potash. 

115/44.  C.  A.  J. — To  Stick  Labels  on  Tin  use  a  hot 
solution  of  1  oz.  of  gelatine  in  4  oz.  of  acetic  acid,  B  P.  This 
never  fails. 

59/10.  Cocoa. — In  manufacturing  cocoa  it  is  first  roasted, 
then  the  fat  is  expressed  by  hydraulic  power,  and  the 
residual  cake  ground,  and,  with  or  without  the  addition  of 
an  alkaline  carbonate,  forms  the  "soluble"  cocoa  of  the 
market.  Messrs.  Cadbury  publish  a  book,  "  Cocoa,  and  All 
About  It,"  which  is  a  good  popular  description  of  the  origin 
and  manufacture. 

103/24.  Zealandia. — We  should  have  liked  to  help  you 
but  enlarged  toe-joint  of  long  standing  is  exactly  one  of 
those  things  which  no  man  but  the  surgeon  can  do  much 
good  in  relieving  the  swelling.  When  the  joints  become 
painful  apply  lin.  potass,  iodid.  c.  sapone. 

107/50.  Wahoo. — -The  straw-hat  polishes  we  have  ex- 
amined have  all  had  a  shellac  basis.  If  you  do  not  find 
aniline-colourings  satisfactory  you  had  better  use  vegetable- 
colours ;  a  red,  for  instance,  is  made  by  macerating  some 
alkanot-root  in  the  shellac  solution. 

107/45.  .1.  C— You  will  be  able  to  get  thin  sheets  of 
celluloid  from  either  of  the  following: — Guiteman  &  Co., 
35  and  36  Aldermanbury,  E.C.  (agents  for  the  Celluloid 
Company),  or  the  Rhenish  Rubber  and  Celluloid  Companv, 
38  Basinghall  Street,  E.C. 

INFORMATION  WANTED. 


The  Editor  will  be  obliged  for  replies  to  the  following  from  any 
who  can  furnish  the  information. 


118  23.    Address  of  maker  of  Sheppey's  Mel  Rose  tablets. 

119/6.  G.  4'  Co.  inquire  who  are  the  makers  of  "  Tena- 
line "  lor  worms  in  dogs,  and  where  permanganate  of  iron 
can  be  obtained. 

120/24.  Name  and  address  of  proprietor  of  "  Da we's  Foot- 
rot  Paste  "  ? 

121,16.'  Wi  Ji:'  C:  inquires  where  ferric  oxide  and  kiesel- 
guhr  (as  used  in  metal-polish)  can  be  bought  in  whule&ale 
quantities. 

*  lll'/l'l.  Makers  of  machinery  for  grinding  and  Making 
graphite. 
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124/63.  Name  and  address  of  the  suppliers  of  Racine 
Soap. 

126/16.    Formula  for  ess.  ammoniaci. 

127/72.  T.  J!.  P.  requires  name  and  address  of  firms 
lending  apparatus  and  diagrams  for  chemistry-lectures. 

233/98.    Who  are  the  makers  of  tenalin  or  liquor  tenalin  1 

128/66.    Address  of  London  agents  for  Gucrlain's  while 

eau  de  cologne. 


Coming  i£vent0. 


We  insert  notices  of  association  and  society  meetings  in  this 
section  free  if  they  arc  sent  to  us,  on  postcards,  by  the 
Wednesday  of  the  week  before  the  meetings  are  to  be  held. 


Monday,  March  28. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland,  67  Lower  Mount  Street' 

Dublin.     Evening  meeting  at  8  p.m.    "Pharmacy:  the. 

Handmaid  of  Medicine."    By  Dr.  H.  A.  Auchinleclc. 
Bradford  and  District  Chemists'  Association,  at  9  P.M.    "  Clu'.ts 

on  Trade  Topics."    Mr.  E.  Mackay. 
Aberdeen  Pharmaceutical  Association,  21  Bridge  Street,  at  11 

a.m.    Special  meeting. 

Tuesday,  March  20. 

Poor-Law  Dispensers'  Association,  112  Westminster  Bridge 
Road,  S.E.,  at  8  p.m.  Special  general  meeting,  when  a  me- 
morial to  the  Local  Government  Board  will  be  presented  for 
signature. 

Leicester  Chemists'  Social  Union.  Annual  dinner  at  Wyvern 
Hotel,  at  8.30  p.m.  Tickets  2s.  6r/.  each  of  Mr.  F.  W.  CJoodcss, 
Hon.  Secretary,  Hotel  Street,  Leicester. 

"Wednesday,  March  30. 

Society  of  Arts,  John  Street,  Adelphi,  W.C.,  at  8  p.m. 
"Telegraphy  Across  Space."  By  Professor  S.  P.  Thomp- 
son, F.R  S. ' 

Brighton  Junior  Association  of  Pharmacy.  Conversazione. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne  and  District  Chemists'  Association.  Dinner 
at  Metropole  Hotel,  West  Clayton  Street,  at  8  p.m.  Presen- 
tation of  testimonial  to  Mr.  Barnard  S.  Proctor,  F.l.C. 
Tickets,  4s.  each,  may  be  had  of  Mr.  G.  F.  Merson,  24  New- 
gate Street. 

Thursday,  March  31. 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association,  73  Newman  Street,  W.,  at 
9  p.m.    "Alternation  of  Generations."    By  Mr.  H.  Matthews. 

Chemical  Society,  Burlington  House,  at  3  p.m.  Annual  general 
meeting. 

Grimsby  and  District  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Association. 
Annual  general  meeting  at  7  p.m.  at  the  Oberon  Hotel. 
Annual  dinner  at  8  P.M. 

Friday,  April  1. 

Irish  Pharmacists'  Assistants'  Association,  Dublin,  67  Lower 
Mount  Street,  at  8.30  p.m.  Debate,  "  Should  the  membership 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland  be  conferred  by  the 
payment  of  a  yearly  subscription,  as  at  present,  or  by  exami- 
nation?" 

Sheffield  Microscopical.  Society.  Practical  night,  at  8  p.m.  De- 
monstration on  "  Pond  Life."    By  Mr.  G.  T.  Calvert. 

Royal  Institution  of  Great  Britain,  Albemarle  Street,  Piccadilly, 
W.,  at  9  p.m.  Lecture  by  Professor  Dewar,  F.R.S.,  ou 
"  Liquid  Air  as  an  Analytic  Agent." 


i 

National  Photographic  and  Allied  Trades  Exhibition  will  be 
held  at  the  Portman  Rooms,  Baker  Street,  W.,  from  April  22  to  30, 
from  12  noon  to  10  p.m.  Admission  Is.  (photographic  dealers 
allowed  a  rebate).  Secretary,  Mr.  A.  C.  Brookes,  Temple  House, 
Temple  Avenue,  E.C. 

Royal  Photographic  Society  International  Photographic  Ex- 
hibition, Crystal  Palace,  will  be  opened  bv  H.R.H.  the  Prince  of 
Wales  on  April  25. 

The  after-Easter  lecture  arrangements  at  the  Royal  Institution 
include  a  course  of  three  lectures  on  "Natural  Philosophy,"  by 
Lord  Rayleigh,  F.R.S.,  two  lectures  by  Dr.  E.  E.  Klein  on 
"  Modern  Methods,  and  their  Achievements  in  Bacteriology,"  ana 
discourses  by  Professor  Gray,  F.R.S.,  on  "  Magneto-optic  Rota-' 
tion,"  Professor  Tilden,  F.R.S.,  on  "  Recent  Experiments  ou 
Certain  of  the  Chemical  Elements  in  Relation  to  Heat,"  Mr-.'  W. 
H.  M.  Christie,  F.R.o.  fAstronomer  Royali,  on  "The  Recent' 
Eclipse,"  and  Mr.  E.  A.  Minchin,  M.A.,  on  "  Living  Crystals." 
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